Qatar reports 1 wounded by Saudi patrol 

. * 

DOHA (AP) — A Saudi Arabian patrol fired ai Qatari citizens in 
'a border incident earlier this year and one Qatari was wounded, 
Qatar said Wednesday. It said it delayed announcing the incident 
until now while it sought an explanation from Saudi authorities, 
. but none was received. It was one of several “armed incidents" at 
. the border from March until October this year. Qatar's Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa AJ Thani told his cabinet 
.colleagues at Wednesday's regular meeting, the official Qatar 
News Agency reported. The report indicated the border agree* 
meat readied by the two countries in December 1992 after 
'intensive mediation was not holding. That agreement came after a 
.shootout in September of that year in which two people were 
^killed. The two sides disagreed about the nationality of the victims. 
The dispute is one of several that riddle relations among the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) member states. Qatar also is locked 
in- a dispute with Bahrain over territorial waters. Qatar took that 
'dispute to the International Court in the Hague. 


% • 


■MHWV — — — ■. U .-4 


$ 


fi . % > 


m \' 

V. 

f 



BEST Bui 


i a 


ON DAILY FLIGHTS 


An independent Arab political daily p 

(l^ljlli IwJjVI Imm jill . j* 


ess Foundation 

J*** 


The Reliable Airiine KL.IVI 



Gaza clashes 

-claim 1 more boy 

« 

~GAZA CITY (AP) — A 
14-year-old boy shot by 
-Palestinian police dispersing 
'.rioting Muslim worshippers 

- earlier this month died of his 

• wounds Wednesday, hospital 
.officials said. The death of 
" Alaa Halabi from Gaza's 
.-Beach refugee .camp brought 

to IS the number of Palesti- 

- mans killed in the Nov. is 

clashes between police and 

worshippers. More than 200 

•. were wounded. 

# 

i. Lebanon gives 
.Palestinians 
ultimatum 

BEIRUT (R) — The 
' Lebanese government is to 
1 tell' Palestinians in refugee 
camps in the country to hand 
-‘.over all their weapons or see 
, the Lebanese army enter the 
' camps, a senior government 
official said on Wednesday. 
He told reporters the deci- 
' siori was taken at a cabinet 
meeting on Tuesday night 
following fighting last week 
between Palestinian factions 
', in '‘Ain Al Hilweh camp near 

- the southern port of Sidon. 

• 

i 

Rafsanjani denies 
OJC boycott 
-report 

- i 

•NICOSIA (R) — Iranian 
..President Akbar Hashemi 
'Rafsanjani has denied a re- 

- port he would boycott an 

• Islamic summit in December 
I because it is to be in Morocco 
'Which now has low-level ties 

- with Israel, Iran's official 
•news agency said. IRNA 
news agency said a statement 
issued by Mr. Rafsanjani 's 
office on Tuesday denied the 
report and said: “No decision 
has been niacte m tfoVcoifnerc 1 ' 


tion. 

Rabbani team in 
Iran for talks 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
ei^.t-strong delegation rep- 
resenting Afghan President 
Burttanuddin Rabbani ar- 
rived here early Wednesday 
to attend peace talks with 
riyaKactions, an Afghan offi- 
cial said. Mohammad 
Nateghi, a representative of 
the .Shiite Muslim group 
Hezb-e-Wahdat, said a five- 
member delegation repre- 
senting Mr. Rabbani's rival 
Abdul Rashid Dost am. a for- 
mer. communist regime 
general, was also on its way 
to Iran for the talks spon- 
sored by die Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(QIC). 

■ 

Fateh man gets 
nine life terms 

NABLUS, Occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — A military 
court on Wednesday sent- 
enced a Fateh member to 
nine. life terms for killing a 
Palestinian who worked in 
the. Israeli police and seven 
other suspected collaborators 
with Israel. The former 
pofj.'eman, who auit the 
Israeli service when tne upris- 
ing- began in 1987, was shot 
'•lead! by Jamal Ahmad Luba- 
dah in July at Tulkarem in 
the occupied West Bank. 
Fateh has officially laid down 
arms under the September 
1993- autonomy accords, but 
some renegade elements re- 
fused to support the deal. 

Ca[ro denies 
Israeli charge 

CAIRO (AFP) — The secur- 
ity" Services on Wednesday 
denied an Israeli report that 
Palestinian militants were 
smuggling explosives from 
■Egypt for bomb attacks on 
Tews. “This report is com- 
pletely unfounded," Lieute- 
taqt Tamer Al Saghir, an 
nte'ripr ministry spokesman. 
iajd. “No arms or explosives 
rafficking operations has 
ie£ii recorded between 
igypt and the Palestinian ter- 
■itotjes or between Egypt and 
srael," the officer insisted, 
rhe Jerusalem Post newspap- 
er^ quoting a senior Israeli 
painty official, said on Nov. 
> 'that explosives used by 
niljtants to cany out suicide 
rtalxs had been smuggled in 
rprq Egypt. 


Crown Prince returns, voices 
hope for realistic European role 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Wednesday 
expressed hope that Jordan 
would reach an agreement 
with the European Union 
(EU) in the coming few 
weeks on partnership in ful- 
filling the requirements of 
peace in the Middle East. 

The two sides will hold a 
dialogue that would reassert 
Jordanian -European coop- 
eration in the era of peace. 
Prince Hassan said in a state- 
ment upon his return to Am- 
man from a European tour. 

He said Jordanian- 
European cooperation under 
the mid-1970s protocol did 
not cover matteis related to 
the requirements of the peace 
era which has just started. 

Referring to Jordan's 
efforts to help the Palestinian 
people, the Crown Prince 
said the Kingdom had active- 
ly and successfully partici- 
pated in a conference by 
donor nations which, prom- 
ised aid to the Palestinian 
people. 

He congratulated the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) in the self-rule area of 


Palestine for securing Euro- 
pean aid. 

The donors met in Brussels 
where the Belgian foreign 
minister said that Europeans 
believed that the situation in 
Gaza and the West Bank 
needed an urgent European 
response. 

Referring to the planned 
European summit in Essen 
on Dec. 8, the Crown Prince 
said Jordan hopes that it 
would result in more than 
mere expressions of "sym- 
pathy" ot “concern" over the 
situation in the occupied 
Arab territories or the situa- 
tion in Bosnia. 

“We hope that the Euro- 
pean summit would result in 
a more comprehensive dec- 
laration than previous ones, 
ushering in a serious and 
practical initiative on the 
of Europe in settling 
issues," be said. 

“Since the Venice Declara- 
tion of 1980, the Europeans 
did not take the desired in- 
itiatives to settle regional 
issues but now this initiative 
is much desired and wanted," 
Prince Hassan added. 

Referring to the peace 



treaty between Jordan and 
Israel, the Crown Prince said 
that it was a regional affair 
with the United States play- 
ing a key role. “But I would 
like to say that this regional 
affair requires understanding 
and support on the part of the 
European nations. There can 
be no more excuse for 
Europe not to contribute to- 
wards peace under the pre- 
text that the United States 
was assuming that role,” said 
the Crown Prince,, adding 
that Eiu-ope was close to the 
region in all aspects and had a 
basic role in bridging the gap 
represented in the Mediterra- 
nean Sea separating Europe 
from the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan said that Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk 
AI Sharaa was present at the 
Brussels meeting and this 
presence helped to improve 
Syrian- European relations 
and led to the lifting of a 
European arms sales ban on 
Damascus. 

“We welcome this de- 
vei cop merit and hope that 
further participation on the 
part of Syria and Lebanon 
would take place in further 


■ 

conferences and meetings in 
order to better explain the 
Arab and regional issues to 
the European nations," 
Prince Hassan said. 

The last stop in Prince Has- 
san’s tour was Vienna, where 
he delivered an address to the 
Europe of Religions Interna- 
tional Conference organised 
by the Institute for Human 
Sciences. 

The Crown Prince told the 
meeting that there was real 
optimism for peace in the 
Middle East for the first time 
in decades (see page 7 for the 
Crown Prince’s ftaH address). 

Upon his return to Am- 
man, the Crown Prince, who 
was accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, was met by His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad 
and other Royal family mem- 
bers and government minis- 
ters and senior officials. 

The Crown Prince was 
sworn m as Regent soon after, 
his arrival in Amman. 

Shortly after his return, the 
Crown Prince chaired a 
Cabinet meeting and briefed 
the ministers on the outcome 
of his European tour. 


Jordan seeking $25b from U.S. in 10 years 
to revamp Armed Forces, improve economy 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
seeking abqut S52 billion in 
American aid over the next 
10- -years to modernise its 
armed forces and to offset 
the cost of restructuring its 
debt-ridden economy as a 
means to sustain and de- 
velop peace with Israel. 
But, according to Jorda- 
nian and other sources, it is 
too early to tell how far the 
U.S. and other industrial 
countries will go in meeting 
the Kingdom's require- 
ments for the era of peace. 

Almost half of the 
sought-for $2.5 billion 
annual aid would be used 
to modernise Jordan's 
cash-strapped Armed 
Forces and security appar- 
atus so it can protect the 
Kingdom's 980 kilometres 
of borders and carry out its 
“regional responsibilities." 

According to official 
sources, the Kingdom has 
calculated its economic re- 
quirements based on plans 
to improve the living stan- 
dards of its people, nearly 
30 per cent of whom live 
under the poverty line, in- 
cluding a large number of 
Palestinians still living in 11 
refugee camps in the coun- 
try (U.N. figures estimate 


that about 250,000 Palesti- 
nians still live in those 
camps). 

The Jordanian request 
was also based on the need 
to offset losses to the treas- 
ury from the expected 
trade liberalisation and 
economic reform as well as 
financing regional projects 
and meeting the commit- 
ments of servicing a $6.8 
billion foreign debt. 

HU Majesty King Hus- 
sein, the supreme com- 
mander of the Armed 
Forces, is depending on the 
United States to supply 
Jordan with a major por- 
tion of its military needs to 
support the Kingdom's de- 
rision to make peace with 
Israel, officials said. 

In late September, the 
Monarch asked U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in a letter 
for $2.5 billion a year in 
grants over die next 10 
years to help revamp the 
army, with special emph- 
asis on border security, and 
to revitalise the economy. 

The letter was followed 
by detailed requests for 
three to four squadrons of 
F-16 fighters (a squadron 
has 18 to 24 planes), 
around 200 M1A2 main 
battle tanks, around 500 
Bradley armoured fighting 
vehicles and a Targe 


amount of support equip- 
ment and ammunition. 

“We will work with Jor- 
dan to meet your legiti- 
mate defence requirements 
and to give you the security ,, 
you deserve," President 
Clinton told a joint session 
of the 'Jordanian Parlia- 
ment on Oct. 26, the day of 
the signing of the Jordan- 
Israel peace accord. He did 
not oner specifics except 
for a S75 million grant to 
encourage oversees invest- 
ment m ‘the Kingdom. 

During the president’s 
one-day visit to the King- 
dom, Jordan requested im- 
mediate infusion of money', 
U.S. assistance to help get 
debt write-offs or reduc- 
tion from other, countries 
and a complete security 
package, according to a 
senior official. 

Washington U writing off. 
$702 million of official 
debts to ftp United States. 
The write off, spread over 
three years, started with 
$220 million for 1994. 

Jordan owes the U.S. 
nearly $300 million moreiri 
debts that are hot eligible- 
for write-off under Amer- 
ican parametres. 

Washington has urged its 
allies to oner debt relief to 
Jordan. The U.S. has met 
with “some success,” ■ but 


the bulk is still pending 
because different donor 
countries have different 
laws concerning .debt for- 
giveness, informed sources 
said. 

“Jordan alone cannot 
shoulder the bill of peace,” 
Information Minister 
Jawad Anani told the Jor- 
dan Tunes in an interview. 
“They (the international 
community) should know 
that the bill is very heavy." 

“We expect more than 
what President Qinton in- 
dicated in his speech (to 
Parliament)," said Dr. 
Anani referring to the 
president 3 s pledge of the 
$75 million grant. “We are 
entitled to a commitment 
of aid like the one given to 
Egypt and Israel after they 
signed the Camp David 
accords of 1979; we are 
entitled to ask for this 
assistance not only from 
the United States but from 
other donors including the 
European Community, and 
Japan," he added. 

Although diplomatic 
sources in Amman would 
not confirm that ' their 
countries; had received a 
“specific list” from Jordan 
as to its economic and 
military needs, one diplo- 

(Continued on page 12) 


PLO: Israel must quit 
W. Bank before vote 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A leading 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official on 
Wednesday rejected an idea 
floated by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
Israeli troops remain in West 
Bank population centres dur- 
ing planned Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

“This contradicts the 
(Israel-PLO) agreement and 
is impossible. It is incompati- 
ble with free elections," Fais- 
al AI Husseini told Israel 
Radio. 

During a rare tour of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
town of Hebron on Tuesday. 
Mr. Rabin said: “We will 
have to check to what extent 
elections can be held without 
the army necessarily having 
to get out of the city centres 
— though this is subject to 
negotiations." 

Israel and the PLO signed 
an interim peace deal last 
year granting self-rule to 
Palestinians first in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. The PLO took over 
Gaza and Jericho in May. 

The peace accord included 
plans to expand self-rule to 
the rest of the West Bank. 
with an Israeli troop with- 


drawal from populated areas 
to precede Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

It set elections for last July, 
but the vote was delayed over 
differences between the two 
sides on the nature and size 
of the Palestinian body to be 
elected and security arrange- 
ments in the West Bank. 

Israeli opposition leaders 
say an army redeployment in 
the West Bank will invite a 
wave of attacks on Jewish 
settlers allowed to remain 
there underj the interim 
accord. 

The Israeli army said Israel 
will hand over to the PLO 
control of taxation and health 
in the West Bank on Thurs- 
day as part of an effort to 
extend elements of self-rule 
to still-occupied areas. 

Taxation and health are 
the last of five spheres Israel 
has agreed to hand over to 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority. 

“The last of the five 
spheres of authority will be j 
transferred to the Palesti- ; 
mans. The transfer was de- .j 
layed because there was no ; 
agr eement on finances. But ■ 
now there is an agreement," 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israeli woman soldier 

■ m m 

killed in Afula attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestinian man 
killed an Israeli woman sol- 
dier in northern Israel 
Wednesday by striking her in 
the forehead with an axe, 
police said. 

Soldier Uat Gabai, evacu- 
ated by helicopter to Ram- 
barn hospital in the coastal 
city' of Haifa, died v at. 1500 
GMT, said Drl Zvi Ben- 
Ytshai, deputy director of the 
hospital. 

Police in Afula, about. 100 
kilometres north of Jeru- 
salem, braced for anti-Arab 
disturbances, with over 150 
troops rushed in as reinforce-' 
meats, security sources said. 
TTiey said the woman was 
well known in the town and 
angry residents bad gathered 
in knots on the streets. 

They said police went to 
factories in the Jewish city 
and suggested to several hun- 
dred Arab labourers that 
they go home, detaining 10 
who had invalid permits. 
Afula is surrounded by 
numerous villages populated 
with Israeli- Arabs and its fac- 
tories also bring in. Palesti- 
nian workers from the occu- 
pied territories. 

Prime Minister. Yitzhak 
Rabin condemned the attack 


but said violence would. not 
stop peace negotiations. 

“We shall continue on the 
way to peace, and fight those 
who oppose it," Mr. Rabin 
told reporters. 

Mr. Rabin, pointing out 
that the man had been jailed 
at least twice by Israel in the 
past, said stopping such lone 
attackers was especially 
troublesome for the security* 
forces. He raid checkpoints 
from the occupied territories 
had to let pass cars driven by 
settlers and East Jerusalem. 
Arabs, all bearing the same 
yellow plates as cars from 
inside Israel. 

“Such cars are used by 
people who oppose the 
peace," Mr. Rabin said, a 
day after he announced that 
it was time to start creating a 
more formal 'separation be- 
tween the occupied territor- 
ies and Israel. . 

Police said the soldier was 
waiting at the bus station in 
Afula around 2 p.m. (1200 
GMT) when the attacker 
struck heir in the head with ah 
axe several times.' 

She collapsed and was. 
rafted to a hospital. * ‘ 

The attacker was caught 
several . minutes later by 

(Coatinned on page 12) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is Highness Prince Mohammad and Acting 
sworn in as Regent, shortly after his return Prime Minister Thooqan Hmdawi and other 
home Wednesday, in tbe presence of His Royal officials (Petra photo) 

Jordan diplomatic team due in Tel 
Aviv, demarcation starts Dec. 6 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

a 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
Foreign Ministry delegation 
is due in Tel Aviv today to 
scout for premises for the 
Kingdom's embassy and resi- 
dence for diplomats ahead of 
the expected opening of the 
diplomatic mission on Dec. 
10 . 

A similar Israeli delegation 
is also expected in Amman 
amid unconfirmed reports 
that Israel had decided to 
open its dijriomatic mission 
here at the premises where 
the American embassy oper- 
ated until 1990 when it 
moved to Abdoun. The old 
embassy presmises, situated 
between second and third cir- 
cles, is privately owned. 
Maintenance men were seen 
at work at the building this 
week. 

The visits of the delega- 
tions come amid continuing 
discussions between Jorda- 
nian and Israeli experts on 
implementing the peace trea- 
ty the two countries signed on 
Oct. 26. 

After two days of talks in 
Aqaba, officials from both 
sides announced Wednesday 
that teams were set up to 
start demarcating the 


Jordanian- Israeli border in 
December. 

Major-General' Tahsin 
Sburdom, head of the Jorda- 
nian side to the Border and 
Security Committee with 
Israel, said the delineation 
process will start on Dec. 6 
and will be conducted by 
three teams on each side. The 
Jordanian team will be drawn 
from the Royal Jordanian 
Geographic Centre. 

In comments carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Maj.-Gen. Shurdom said the 
discussions this week also co- 
vered the demarcating, of bor- 
ders and security measures at 
■Ai Ghamr and Al Barana 
areas in' tbe north where 
Israelis continue to use 
Jordanian land. Part of the 
territory there will be leased 
to Israel from 25 years. 

A higher committee 
chaired by Hani AI Mulki. 
president of the Royal Scien- 
tific Society and secretary- 
general of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology, 
has approved the establish- 
ment of a subcommittee in- 
cluding representatives of the 
ministries of interior, agricul- 
ture and water and the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces to apply 
Jordanian laws in these areas. 
Work in this respect is ex- 


pected to be completed be- 
fore the end of December. 

A committee made up of 
armed forces officers is in 
charge supervising Israeli 
withdrawal from the borders 
and removal of landmines 
and barbed wires. 

However, Maj.-Gen. Shur- 
dom said, the removal of the 
barriers along the borders 
would take some time and 
further discussions were 
needed. in this- context. 

The Jordanian delegation 
leaving for Tel Aviv today on 
a two-day visit will be headed 
by Omar Rifai. head of a 
special bureau at the Foreign 
Ministry, who ts attended 
most of tbe Jordanian-Israeli 
peace negotfatiohs since 
June. 

> The government has 
chosen Marwan Muasher. 
spokesman of the Jordanian 
peace negotiating team, as 
Jordan's first ambassador to 
Israel. Officials said the re- 
lated official papers had been 
sent for Israeli approval, 
which is not expected to take 
more than a few days. 

The. officials could not or 
would not say whether Jor- 
dan had received similar pap- 
ers from Israel nominating 

(Continued on page 12) 


Donors give $125m to PNA 


BRUSSELS ( AP) — Foreign 
donois responded Wednes- 
day to a plea from Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat by 
granting $125 million in im- 
mediate aid to create jobs 
and cover the spending gap in 
the Palestinian territories. 

. “It's a very important step 
forward... a serious drive by 
the donors to provide for the 
Palestinian people," said Na- 
bQ Shaath, chief Palestinian- 
delegate at the two-day 
donors' conference. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Arafat 


. The money will help 1 the 
Palestinians balance their 
budget and contribute to 
U.N. job creation program- 
mes such as building roads 
and sewage systems. 

It is part of the $700 million 
promised, by international 
donors for this year. So far, 
only $140 million of that 
money had arrived. 

“HI go back to Gaza with, 
relief and renewed hope,” 
said Terje Larsen, U.N. 
coordinator in the Palestinian 
territories. 

The Palestinians agreed 


appealed for money he said with donors to set up an 


was vital to improve the liv- 
ing standards in the poverty- 
stricken Gaza Strip.' If not, 

Mr.- Arafat warned, poor 
Palestinians, will turn in- 
creasingly to; groups which 
violently oppose his peace 
deal with Israel. 


international committee in 
Gaza to monitor arid coordin- 
ate distribution of the - aid. 
That could clear the way for 
more donations from nations' 
who have held 'off sending 
promised funds for fear the 
money might go astray. 


The Brussels conference 
was attended by officials 
from the United States, the 
2 2- nation European Union, 
Japan. Arab States and other 
countries. 

- Dr. Shaath and Israeli rep- 
resentative Uri' Savir also 
held talks with business peo- 
ple from Israel and the Un- 
ited States on setting up an 
industrial zone for private 
companies in Gaza. 

Of the aid cleared Wednes- 
day. $23 million will go on 
public works projects which 
aim to create 5.000 jobs in 
the next few weeks. 

- A further $102 million will 
to* malting - up the gap 

tween spending and tax re- 
venue in the Palestinian terri- 
tories through March 1995. 

Norwegian Deputy Fore- 
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Achilla Lauro ablaze ; 2 killed 


NAIROBI (Agencies) 

The Achille Laura cruise ship 
caught fire off the East Afri- 
can. coast .Wednesday. Most 
of tbe nearly 1,000 people 
aboard fled safely in lifeboats 
as the listing ship burned, but 
two passengers died. 

After fighting tbe blaze, 
the last -60 crewmembers 
aboard abandoned the vessel, 
which had gained notoriety 
for the 1985 hijacking by 
Palestinians. 

“The whole aft half of the 
ship is folly engulfed" by 
flames, said U.S. Navy pilot 
Lieutenant Paul Frost, who 
flew over the site in the after- 
noon. He said the Achille 
Lauro had straightened a bit 
but was still listing 30 de- 


The shipping company said 
the fire apparently broke out 
in tbe passenger area some- 


out at 0359 GMT. The cause 
was Dot known. 

- A coast guard official in 
Rome, Admiral Eugenio 
Sicutezza, also confirmed 
that the fire continued to 
born after the Achille. Lauro 
was abandoned. 

The 23, 478-tonne ship lay 
■130 miles south of the Horn 
of Africa off Somalia, Italian 
port official Ferdinando Lol- 
li said in Rome. 

Captain Lolli-said 581 pas- 
sengers and 404 crewmem- 
bers were aboard when the 
fire broke out. 

A dozen vessels re- 
sponded, and at least three 
drips were picking up passen- 
gers and crewmembers from 
fife rafts. Mori of the crew 
was Italian, and die passen- 
gers mainly South African, 
German, Dutch and British. 
The Panamanian oil ship 


time before an SOS was sent Hawaiian King was one of- Dec. 


the first to arrive and took on 
some 800 people, Adm. 
Siqirezza said. The Liberian- 
registered Bair Du and - a 
Greek ship', "the Treasure Is- 
land, also were picking up 
passengers. 

The Italian coast guard 
said one passenger known to 
have died was an 84-year-old 
German, an apparent heart 
attack victim. Rosellade Pas- 
quale, a spokeswoman for 
the Star lauro Cruise line, 
identified bhn as Gerard 
Szimke. Starlauro officials 
said a South African * Edward 
Morris, 68, also (bed. 

- Eight other people - were 
reported injured, none 
seriously. . 

• The Achilte Lauro left 
Genoa'N^y/;& on its way to 
Haifa, Israel; and had been 
due tor dock. in the South 
'African, port of Durban on 
2 . ' 
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Romanian envoy lauds ties with Jordan 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Romanian 
Ambassador Anoton Pascale 
said Thursday that Romania 
welcomes the recent progress 
in the peace process adding 
that this will encourage ex- 
pansion of ties between Jor- 
dan, and other countries. 

During a press conference 
held Tuesday at the Roma- 
nian embassy to mark 76 
years since the completion of 
the Romanian unitary nation 
state. Mr. Pascale praised His 
Majesty King Hussein's dis- 
tinguished role in the peace 
process. 

"I believe that Jordan had 
accomplished an excellent 
peace process, which will re- 
flect positively on its eco- 
nomy in the near future" the 
ambassador said. 

According to Mr. Pascale, 
the latest developments 
would boost trade between 
the two countries and 
"Romania became more in- 
terested in investing in in- 
dustrial projects and impro- 
vin® infrastructure." 

'^Romania plays a stabilis- 
ing role in this region by 
strengthening good relations 
with all its countries, and 
when we add its economic 
strategic potential, we can 
say, in modesty, that Roma- 
nia is called bn to play a 
crucial role," said Mr. Pas- 
cale. 

He further added that after 
the December 1989 revolu- 
tion very important delega- 
tions and missions had shut- 
tled between Romania and 
Jordan. 

Since 1990, he said, more 
and more Romanian com- 
panies have been doing busi- 
ness with Jordan, and, at the 


same time, new commercial 
opportunities are offered by 
die Romanian market to Jor- 
dan exports. 

The most recent economic 
developments include the 
participation, last April, of 
Abdul Hadi Majali, head of 
the Foreign Affairs Commis- 
sion of the Jordanian Parlia- 
ment, at the Crans-Montana 
international conference held 
in Bucharest, and the nego- 
tiation, in August 1994, of a 
new trade, agreement initi- 
ated in Amman. 

He also referred to con- 
tracts signed between Jordan 
.Petroleum Refinery Co. and 
the Romanian company 
Romelectro, for the project 
of high voltage electrical lines 
connecting Zarqa to Saabha. 

"Romania is ready to im- 
plement this project and 
other projects that will help 
connect countries in the re- 
gion together, if it is asked to, 
especially that Romanian en- 
gineers have built a big part 
of the oil refinery," he said. 

In addition, Mr. Pascale 
said, in February, a contract 
was signed betwen Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Co, and 
the Romanian Company In- 
dustrial Export S.A. to carry 
out a "turn key” project in 
Aqaba for oil storage tanks 
with a capacity of 200,000 
cubic metres. 

Mr. Pascale also said that 
the positive economical, poli- 
tical and soda] changes that 
both the Romanian and 
Jordanian countries have ex- 
perienced had created the 
favourable framework for the 
diversification and better- 
ment of bilateral relations. 

However, Mr. Pascale rai- 
led on the Jordanian people 
npt to rush things and wait, 
“because it will take time 



Romanian Ambassador Anton Pascale (left). Cultural and 
Press Attach^ George Bogdan (centre) and Commercial 
Attache Mifaai Burg he! Tuesday hold a press conference at 
the Romanian embassy on the occasion of Romania's 
national day (photo by Rana Husseini) 


before things start changing 
to the way the Jordanian 
people are hoping." 

“I am saying this based on 
my experience with my coun- 
try. When we switched to 
democracy, people thought 
that things will change over- 
night, but that was not the 
case,” he said. 

According to Mr. Pascale, 
in 1993, Romania overcame a 
bias that affected its image by 
being admitted as a full mem- 
ber of the Council of Europe, 
thus concluding the associa- 
tion agreement with the 
European Union (EU). This 
year, Romania was the first 
country to sign the part- 
nership for peace with the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO). 

“We intend to maintain a 
rapid pace with Europe and 
develop good relations with 
the United Stares, Middle 
East. Far East and other 
dynamic areas of the world,” 
said the ambassador. 

Mr. Pascale said that he 


was optimistic about future 
investments between Jordan 
and Romania, adding that 
there are tremendous invest- 
ment opportunities for Jorda- 
nian companies in the near 
future in the pharmaceutical 
industry, foodstuff industry, 
fanning and banking insur- 
ance. 

“More than 2,000 Jorda- 
nian businessmen travelled to 
Romania and about 300 
Romanians came to Jordan 
during the current year in 
order to negotiate new con- 
tracts,” said Mr. Pascale. 

“Even though it is too ear- 
ly to appreciate all the econo- 1 
mic impact of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, it is ob- 
vious that a new. favourable 
climate is created which will 
attract more investors.” he 
added. 

On a final note, the Roma- 
nian ambassador said: “We 
pay our respects to those who 
worked hard and sacrificed 
their lives for the benefit of 
the country.” 


Saudis stress Islamic values on AIDS control 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia has urged health 
education on the “principles 
of Islam” to counter the 
growing threats from AIDS. 

Speaking Tuesday night at 
the opening of an interna- 
tional conference on AIDS in 
Riyadh. Deputy Governor 


Prince Sattam Ben Abdul 
Aziz, called on educational 
institutions and the media to 
help protect young Saudis 
from what he said were “des- 
tructive attempts to spoil our 
society.” 

He said that “one of the 
great sources of relief stems 


from teachings of Islam, 
which like other divine reli- 
gions. prohibits illegal sexual 
activities or drug abuse.” 

As the three-day confer- 
ence got underway, a health 
ministry official reported that 
more than 90 Saudis are in- 
fected with the deadly virus. 


The official. Dr. Moham- 
mad A1 Jifri, also confirmed 
to the conference that there 
are more than 300 HIV- 
positive cases in the king- 
dom. 

The kingdom, like other 
conservative Gulf states, 
rarely reports cases of AlDi 


Egypt’s high society in 
rumpus on holiday village 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
high society is up in arms at 
plans to build new chalets in a 
luxury Mediterranean holi- 
day village, accusing the gov- 
ernment of favouritism to- 
wards ministers who have 
homes on the site. 

In contrast to the low-key 
protests by tens of thousand^ 
left homeless by torrential 
rains in southern Egypt ear- 
lier this month, the weD-to- 
dos have gone straight to the 
top. 

In a letter to President 
Hosni Mubarak, they ac- 
cused developers of wanting 
to “massacre” the Marina 
complex, 100 kilometres west 
of the port city of Alexan- 
dria. 

Some 80 chalets are due to 
be built to recoup the S8 
million spent by Egypt on 
laying the village’s infrastruc- 
ture. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedld, 
most of his ministers and 
Parliamentary Speaker Fathi 
Srour as well as businessmen, 
film stars and Guff emirs 
have holiday homes in the 
complex. 

“We bad hardly got over 
the floods in Upper Egypt 
when we received a new 
shock. This time it is a man- 
made catastrophe, the mas- 
sacre of the green areas of 
Marina,” the letter said. 

Resident Fahmi Moemen 
complained that by trying to 
build the new chalets Hous- 
ing Minister Ibrahim Sulei- 


man was “floating our rights 
and massacring the green 
areas. 

“But be is also showing 
favoritism because he hasn’t 
touched the garden of the 
villa belonging to Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs Karaal 
A1 Shazli. 

Marina's Mayor Milad 
Hanna is convinced the row 
“has led to dissensions within 
the government” and be- 
lieves Mr. Suleiman, who has 
met with residents, could be 
“forced to resign.” 

The holiday village, brrih 
on an old Roman port from 
where Egyptian wine and 
corn was exported to Europe, 
is almost deserted apart from 
two months of the year when 
10,000 people escape the 
stifling heat to relax by the 
Mediterranean. 

Each villa costs more than 
$300,000, a fortune for most 
Egyptians. 

According to the U.N. 
Programme for Development 
the average annual salary is 
$610 and more than a fifth of 
the population of 60 million 
live below the poverty line. 

The 4.5 square kilometres 
village cost $300 million. 

Mr. Moemen has even sent 
the president's wife Suzanne 
a telegram pleading “in the 
name of my grandchildren 
and all the children in Marina 
to protect the green areas of 
the village that they axe mas- 
sacring.” 
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UAE court delays hearing of ex-AMF official 

ABU DHABI (R) — A court in Abu Dhabi has postponed 
a hearing for a former Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) official 
convicted of embesiement in the United AmbEmuah&to 
give him time to find a lawyer, a local newspapers^ on 
Wednesday. The Arabic- language Al Khaleej said the 
hearing was postponed until Dec. 27 after Mahdi Bahr Al 
Ulum asked the court on Tuesday for a delay to find a 
lawyer. The court also allowed him a copy of the case.fite. 
Al Khaleej had reported Bahr Al Ulum faces a possible 75 
years in jail after being extradited from Lebanon. .JThc 
court will consider his objection to his conviction, the paper 

said. ■ 

Greek defence minister to visit tsrari 

ATHENS (AP) — Defence Minister Gerasimos Arseais 
will visit Israel for three days starting Dec. I to efiscust 
military cooperation between the two countries. It will be 
the first ever visit by a Greek defence minister to the Jewish 
State, the ministry said Tuesday. Mr. Arsenis will qfeet with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and other officials. 
The announcement said his talks will focus on UHsrcwed 
cooperation between the Greek and Israeli defence, in^us. 
tries. , 

Palestinian prefers Israeli jail to arranged marriage 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian teena- 
ger gave himself up to the Israeli authorities as wonalti-be 






marriage arranged by his parents* police said. The l&-year 
old from the Bethlehem region went to a nearby Ji 
uarter and asked an Israeli how to find the police 


showed a knife and claimed to be a member of the Mifek; 
Resistance Movement Hamas. The Israeli immediately 
called the police, Mr. Ben Ruby added. The Palestinian 
was arrested but confessed he simply refused to wed a ahl 
he did not like. 
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NO NEED TO SHOP ANY WHERE ELSE . 
SIMPLY WE'VE GOT IT ALL 

FREE PARKING OPPOSITE 
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A 7 Save The Children Proiect 


THE 



FRESH FISH COLLECTION 

Announces trie arrival of a new shipment of fresh 
fish by plane tonight at its two branches in the 
Seventh Circle and Al Abdali areas. 

All kinds of fresh fish. 

Shrimps and Calamari of all sorts and sizes 

Seventh Circle — Abdullah Ghosheh Street, 
near Geneva, tel. 826906 
Abdali — Police Academy Street, Tel. 687772 


parting 3rd OF DKB^bi* 

Modern Dance Classes 


Wit Ft .. 


&mm,m 


(11.30-12.30) 

flit Body De/ign .. (flbdoun) 


For More Information .. Call 829669 
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JORDAN 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:00 Tao-Tao 

37:30 

Film: “U Volcur Dcs Fcuillcs" 

IfeOO News in French 

I9-JB N.B.A- 

19:45 Plane tc En Equation 

2fc3G The Road to Avonfca 

21:10 Tequila and Bonctti 

22.-90 News in English 


The Hcarst and Davies Affair 
23:59 The Investigator 

PRAYER TIMES 

04*1 Fair 

06:12 (Sunrise) Duha 

If 04 Dhufir 

14:13 Asr 

1636 Maghreb 

27:58 Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Qnrcfc, Td. 
632785- 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A mnucia tioa Tel. 
637440. 

De ka Salle Onsreh Td. 661757 
Terraancta Church Tel; 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 

623541. 


Anglican Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CathoBc Chnrdt Td. 
771331. 

ArmteHn Orth o do x Ornrch Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chord] Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
624323. 


iro rt m Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Salute Td. 654932 
Ornrch of Name Td.675601. 
The EvnngfiWal Local Church in 


Td. 811295 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Scattered showers arc expected 
with winds northwesterly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, sloes will be 
doudy to partly doudy with winds 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas choppy. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 5 / 10 

Aqaba 12 / 19 

Deserts 3/ 13 

Jordan Valley 10 / 18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 9, Aqaba 17, Humidity 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


readings: Amman 97 per cent, 
Aqaba 54 per cent. 


USEFUL 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Jamil Manqa 776249 

Dr. NidaJ Asad 751672 

Dr. Khalid Mu'addi 743500 

Dr. Ghazi Abdullah S84286 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascrna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


JBBUk 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 
Alquds pharmacy 




i=i 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mb bah Hijjawi 
Kfaalifch pharmacy . 


.... 981217 
.... 985417 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 ) 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Poficc J9Z. 62 f Ul. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 ! I 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 f I 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekctridty Authority 

' 825615 

Electric Power 

Company 63638! 

RJ Right Information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia I ml. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
IChalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

U2ivcrsiiy Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajnscn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashhr. J. Ashiatich 7751 U/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn AGa Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 
„ (09)900560 

JbnSma Hospital (l»)9Sd73Z 

Al Hiknu Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IBB IDs 

PtiflcesBasoa Hospital (G2VZ75555 

Greek Cubotic Hospital (02)272275 
fcn Al Nafoe* Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pnmws Hay* Hospital (H3JJMN1 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informxtioa is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) iammation 
department at the Queen Alla In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

OAM 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpour (RJ) 

OftOO Aden (RJ) 

07:20 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba fRJ) 

•**5 Riyadh (RJ) 

9W8 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Beirut (RJ) 

10125 Colombo (RJ) 

17:99 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (add) 

(RJ) 

JfcW New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

I&M Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

lfe25 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19*0.... Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 
19*5 .... Bangkok. Calkcutia(Rj) 

19:19 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

*•0 Rome (RJ) 


2900 Athens. Lamaca ( RJ) 

Other Righte (T ermlnal 2) 


Ciiro (addJ(AF) 

Jljj* Doha (07) 

Sharqnh(AH) 

J*™ Riyadh (SV) 

tr?® Cairo (MS) 

SS Beirut (ME) 

frtS Isianbul (TK) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Righto 1 

(TerminaM) 

(KJt 

^ r ^'" 1 RJ ‘ 

A Tf ,:rdjlm - Ch ‘=aR0lRJ) 

tliJJ Montreal. Toro, jio(RJi 

Il'dA i Rome (RJ) 

(1I55 Larnaca. Athens ( RJ i 

i2z«o r p * ri MRJi 


12:45 ' LontioniRJ) 

19dM ; «-uiro (RJ) 

21:25 . ( RJ ) 


2 it* 

RIbMs (^onnlnai 2 ) 

I0z20 " Beirut (ME) 




Sliatqi* (AJ 

Riyadhjg 

“-■10 Cairo (M 

Amsterdam (Kj 

huaz railway T*Ai 
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JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, 


Jordan’s AIDS cases rise to 116 


By a Jordan Times 
. Staff Reporter 

' AMMAN — The number of 
^ people in Jordan with AIDS 
^'-(Acquired Immune Defirien- 
‘ ;cy Syndrome) now stands at 
! - “116, of which 34 are non- 
; .^'Jordanian, Health Minister 

■ f -Aref Batayneh announced 
^Wednesday. 

; :j ’ On Nov. 8 the ministry had 
announced that 110 -people 
.were infected with the AIDS 
•virus. At that time the minis- 
... try said that 30 dod- 

■ < '’ Jordanians were among those 
“"infected. 

The release of the current 

■ figures came on the eve of the 
‘ “.'World AIDS Day, Dec. 1, 

"called for annually by the 

■ "/World Health Organisation 
; " (WHO) whidi said m a state- 
ment that the observance of 

.rjthe day was part of the global 
* effort to meet the challenge 
; ^..of AIDS, an epidemic that 

■ ^‘continues to worsen in all 
' “ ( regions of the world. 

; Dr. Batayneh said Jordan 

; ^ was not considered a country 
i jfacing a genuine AIDS prob- 
lem according to WHO stan- 

■ r’^ldards, and the -number of 

:AIDS cases was still very 
: r ;*:>nited. 

■ ' Referring to ministry safe- 

; “ “guards to contain the spread 

of the disease. Dr. batayneh 
— ■said it was cooperating with 



various institutions and the 
media in teaching the public 
ways of protecting them- 
selves against this luller dis- 
ease. 

He also said that blood 
transfusions in Jordan are 
conducted under strict con- 
trol to stem any spread of the 
disease. 

Noting that the ministiys 
efforts were focusing on 
school-children, the minister 
said that teachers are playing 
a very important role in 
spreading awareness espe- 
cially as students could travel 
to study abroad, where most 


AIDS cases are contracted. 

To help prevent the spread 
of AIDS in Jordan, all non- 
Jordanian workes coming to 
the Kingdom have to under- 
go AIDS tests, especially 
those wishing to stay in the 
country for more than a year. 

In the course of a national 
campaign to spread public 
awareness, the health minis- 
try has formed special teams 
which tour the country to 
provide information about 
AIDS prevention methods 
and distribute pamphlets and 

booklets to households and 
schools. 

In its statement, WHO said 
World AIDS Day highli gh ts 
AIDS prevention and oontrol 
activities already under way 
and forges new channels of 
communication about AIDS. 

It said World AIDS Day is 
now an annual event in most 
countries, helping to build a 
lasting worldwide effort to 
stop AIDS. 

m his statement Wednes- 
day. the health minister 
quoted WHO figures as esti- 
mating the number of AIDS 
cases worldwide at 13 mil- 
lion. 

He said that WHO believes 
the figure would rise to 30 or 
40 million by the year 2000, 
noting that two-thirds of pa- 
tients were found to be 
youths under 25 years of age. 




-> 



AN OPENING IN SALT: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sumaya ^bt'Al Hassan 
Wednesday opens an art exhibition at the 
Salt Cultural Centre marking Balqa Gov- 
ernor^ te’s celebrations Of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s birthday. The exhibition, 
to last three days, is organised by the 
Balqa Chapter of the Arab Youth Forum. 


It includes exhibits, drawings, embroider- 
ies, ceramics, natural and artificial Doz- 
ers, Arab calligraphy, Koranic verses, as 
well as photos of the King and the Royal 
family. Present were Balqa Governor Bid 
Qatarneh, Chairman of the Arab Youth 
Forum Nayef A1 Hiyari, and several 
goveraorate officials (Petra photo) 


Possibility I Students boycott university classes 

of snow in Administration seeks to maintain academic standards 


weather 

forecast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy Wednesday forecast 
more rain and possibly 
snow for this weekend, 
while the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing said it 
is prepared to deal with 

road emergencies. 

The Kingdom will con- 
tinue to be affected by a 
cold atmospheric low press- 
ure centered over southern 
Syria causing temperatures 
to drop noticeably and 
bringing scattered showers 
to most regions, said a de- 
partment spokesman 
Wednesday after noon. 

Rainfall, he said, will in- 
tensify Thursday evening 
and Friday and Saturday. 
He said there could be a 
chance of snow in regions 
1.200 metres high. Temper- 1 
atures would not rise above 
9°C in the coming two days 
and are expected to drop to 
lows of 3°C and 4°C at 
night. 

He warned of poor visi- 
bility due to fog, especially 
in mountainous regions. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Public Works said its 
operation rooms were on 
fell alert to deal with any 
emergencies. 

A ministry statement 
Wednesday said that the 
recent heavy rains blocked 
several culverts with dirt 
and rocks disrupting traffic 
on the main roads. Ministry 
workers have now cleared 
most culverts, and all roads 
were reported in good con- 
dition. 

Referring to the Irbid- 
Jerash road which was sev- 
erely hit by the storms, the 
ministry said that the road 
was blocked by fallen trees 
and rocks, especially near 
the Zarqa stream where 
several landslides occurred. 

It said that some of the 
side roads and culverts are 
still being cleared, but 
otherwise the highway it- 
self suffered no damage. 
According to engineers at 
the operations room at the 
King Talal Dam, by noon 
Wednesday water in the 
dam, the largest in Jordan, 
had exceeded the 50 per 
cent capacity mark. 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than 
1,000 stud Aits Wednesday 
demonstrated in front of the 
president's office at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan urging a 
continuation of the boycott of 
classes, because, according to 
the demonstrators, negotia- 
tions between the students 
union and university officials 
over grade regulations 
reached a deadlock on Mon- 
day. 

For the second consecutive 
day, students boycotted clas- 
ses at some faculties to pro- 
test the 60 -per cent grade 
system, which stipulates that 
students retaking courses 
they have failed can only 
attain a maximum of 60 per 
cent. 

The demonstrators want 
that regulation abolished. 

Student union leader Ma- 
jdi Smadi organised a march 
Wednesday morning which 
started from the Faculty of 
Law and toured all the uni- 
versity faculties before en- 
ding in front of the presi- 
dent’s office, according to the 
demonstrators. 

University President Fawzi 
Gbaraibeh said the university 
administration will not toler- 
ate truancy, adding that “uni- 
versity regulations regarding 
class absences will be en- 
forced on any student who 
fails to report to class." 

Dr. Gharaibeb said when 
representatives of the stu- 
dents union approached the 
administration more than 
three weeks ago demanding 
to have the 60 per cent grade 
regulation changed, the uni- 
versity conducted a study 
which revealed that less than 


six per cent of the students 

had failed their classes last 
year. He said it also showed 
that only 16 peT cent of the 
23,000 students currently 
attending classes at the uni- 
versity bad scored grades of less 
than 60 per cent. “This is a 
very small percentage, and 
we cannot amend university 
regulations to serve only this 
small number," Dr. Ghar- 
aibeb told die Jordan Times. 

“Who will defend the 94 
per cent of students who suc- 
ceed and compete to score 
high grades?” he asked. 

He added that each uni- 
versity sets its own standards. 
“We have our own standards 
and we are not obliged to, 
follow the same rules as other 
universities." 

“Our university standards 
are high compared to other 
universities, and it is our re- 
sponsibility to maintain these 
standards — we cannot com- 
promise in the academic mat- 
ter," Dr. Gbaraibeh said. 

Dr. Gharaibeh said the 
university administration had 
formed a committee to dis- 
cuss the issue with the stu- 
dents union. He said the 
administration contacted the 
students union to convene a 
meeting between the commit- 
tee and the union on Tues- 
day. “But they did not show 
up, and today we called them 
again for another meeting, 
but they did not come; in- 
stead they staged this demon- 
stration,” Dr. Gharaibeh 
said. 

Mr. Smadi, president of 
the student union, said that 
the union did not meet with 
the committee because they 
wanted a final answer to their 
demands before formally 





Students Wednesday demonstrate in front of the office 
of the president at file University of Jordan (photo by 
Rana ” 


meeting with the committee. 

Dr. Gharaibeh explained 
that the authority to change 
academic regulations does 
'not He solely with the presi- 
dent, and that is the reason 
for forming a committee to 
study die issue, meet with the 
students union and then take 
a decision. 

“I hope that the student 
union will use the channel of 
dialogue, instead of staging 
more demonstrations, and we 
are ready to meet with 
than," Dr. Gharaibeh said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Smadi, an 
agriculture major, claimed 
mat the strike was very suc- 
cessful, and that in the facul- 
ties of science, engineering, 
arts, business and commerce, 
education, religion and law, 
more than 90 per cent of the 
students boycotted dasses. 

Dean of Students Affairs, 
Mohammad Khreisat, said 
that the numbers are ex- 
aggerated. “We don’t have a 


final list ... but I believe only 
40 per cent failed to attend 
classes,” Dr. Khreisat said. 

Meanwhile, a third-year 
student denounced the way 
the student union handled 
the issue. 

“They did not give us a 
chance to voice our opinion 
about the issue. They are 
only promoting their opin- 
ion,” Abdul Hadi Majati 
said. 

Another student also ex- 
pressed diapproval with the 
way the situation was hand- 
led by the union. 

“I am for changing the 60 
grade law, but I think there 
are more appropriate ways to 
tackle the issue, and the de- 
monstrators should respect 
the university administration 
instead of chanting impolite 
slogans that offend the uni- 
versity president and the 
administration,” said AJa'a 
Abu Roman, a third-year- 
education major. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Government compensates farmers 

AMMAN (Petra) — lhe government is compensating 
Jordan Valley farmers for losses they incurred to their 
tomato crops caused by the recent flooding in the valley, 
acting Prime Minister Thouqan FEndawi Wednesday 
announced in Parliament. The government had set up a 
special committee to examine the extend of flood damage 
and assess the compensation that should be allotted to the 
formers, Mr. Hindawi said. Replying to queries raised by 
several deputies concerning problems facing farmers,; com- 
pensation and the country's supply policy, Mi. FHndawi 
said the government remains committed to subsidising 
basic- commodities ineluding sugar, rice, flour and dried 
milk, whidi are sold to limited income groups. 

Meeting to host German, Jordanian scholars 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The University of Jordan Monday will 


host a meeting of Jordanians who have benefitted from a 
German academic exchange service (DAAD). The two- 
day meeting win be held under the patronage of Minister 
of Higher Education Rateb SEaoud. A German embassy 
statement said that University President Fawzi Gharaibeh 
and DAAD President Theodor Bercbem. as well as 
Gentian Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich Reiners and Dr. 
Saoud will be the main speakers at the meeting which will 
be held at the university’s Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology auditorium. The statement said that at least 


Jordan after the peace treaty; Euro-Arab development 
cooperation and the Middle East peace process; the 
environment dimensions; water problems in Jordan and 
their solution; and infectious diseases. 


Nabil and Hisham to break new barriers 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “No peace, 
no peace,” chants Nabil 
Sawalha. his words echoed 
by a caste of supporting 
actors in the courtyard be- 
hind the Ahlan Theatre. 
With fists raised in the air 
they continue in English, 
“No normalisation, no nor- 
malisation.” As the angTy 
hyoices grow louder, 
Tlisham Yaness quickly 
places a finger over his lips 
signalling them to keep it 
„ down. “Not so loud. Peo- 
! 'pie will think it’s a demon - 
- stTation,” he whispers. 

-- Despite the slogans bla- 
tantly denouncing peace, 
;:ihe aim of the exercise is 
certainly a far cry from 
combatting normalisation. 
Tn fact, it is just the oppo- 
'site. 

, Known best in Amman 
. for crushing stereotypes, 
'■ poking fun at political 
taboos and slaughtering 
‘ sacred cows — Jordanian 
--comedians Nabil and 
Hisham are about to break 
| .new barriers: physical and 
’• linguistic. 

The new direction of the 
:iplay is likely to raise a few 
^eyebrows and ruffle some 
feathers. A Salam Ya 
. Salam is Tel Aviv-bound. 
> Since the signing of the 
'peace treaty with Israel, 


opposition in the Kingdom 
has vowed to fight all forms 
of normalisation with cultu- 
ral exchanges ranking num- 
ber one on their hit list. 
And the Jordanian Writer's 
Union has come out with 
similar statements conde- 
mning literary contact. 

But Nabil and Hisham 
are undeterred. Time and 
again they have dismissed 
their hardline colleagues 
for making a living from 
misery and conflict. For the 
comedy duo. the over- 
whelming success of A 
Salam Ya Salam, their 
playful parody of peace, is 
evidence that the tide has 
been turning and that the 
public is ready for neigh- 
bourly relations. “Jorda- 
nians are laughing — and 
that is a healthy sign.” says 
Hisham. 

But will the thunders of 
laughter rhat have filled the 
Ahlan Theatre in Jabat 
Amman for nearly a year 
since the play firsr opened 
be heard in Israel? 

Over rounds of tea after 
a mid-day rehearsal, the 
caste considers how their 
still faceless audienc will 
receive the play. Referring 
to the portrayal of Jews, 
who range from the mili- 
tant biblical Joshua — 
more a modem day Baruch 
Goldstein — to the tight- 
fisted characterisation of 


Israeli negotiator Eliakim 
Rubentein, the question is 
asked, “Is it racist?" 

Given the equal amount 
of jabs taken at Arab per- 
sonalities, there is good 
reason to believe that 
Israeli theatre-goers will 
also receive the play in 
good humour. 

Nevertheless, there is 
some cause for concern 
that other misunderstand- 
ings may result. A review 
recently published in the 
Jerusalem Post chalked up 
Hisham's impersonation of 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
as keen to kiss every poli- 
tical figure who crosses his 
path, as a sign that, like 
Israel, the Arab World 
“questions his sexual pre- 
ference." 

And of course, there is a 
question of what language 
to present the play in. 
While there is no doubt 
about performing the long 
running Arabic version of 
A Salam Ya Salam in 
NazaTeth. Nabil and 
Hisham are contemplating 
launching their Tel Aviv 
debut with an English- 
language translation. 

“Many Israelis under- 
stand English, and besides 
the Cameri Theatre has 
headphones for simul- 
taneous translation in Heb- 
rew." Hisham points out. 

On the other hand, it has 





The •‘Joshua” skit from the comedy A Salam Ya Salam 


been suggested that the 
Arabic production would 
carry more weight, not 
least because it is the first 
time a Jordanian theatre 
group will take to the 
Israeli stage. Other reasons 
favouring the original script 
include the automatic in- 
clusion of the Arabic- 
speaking Oriental Jewish 

community as well as the 
rich use of puns. 

With the date of their 
opening in Tel Aviv still up 
in the air. Nabil and 
Hisham still have time to. 
deride whether to give it a 
go in English or to stick 
with what they know best. 


And besides, the creators 
of A Salam Ya Salam get to 
test the waters in Amman, 
since starting Dec. 3 the 
English language version 
will be featured twice a 
week at the Ahlan Theatre. 

Sparked by a request 
from Amman's Diplomatic 
Club, whose non-Arabic 
speaking members have 
been eager to laugh along 
with the rest of the country, 
they decided to make the 
translated production an 
institution, said Hisham. 

Caste and director alike 
say the main challenge in 
English is to preserve the 
spirit of the show. 


Coaching the English- 
language version scheduled 
to open in a week's time, 
Nadeem Sawalha, accom- 
plished actor and brother 
of Nabil explains. “The 
show is an impression. The 
main thing is not to kill the 
spontaneity. The definition 
will come later." 

That is no small task. 
When asked off stage if any 
of the caste has ever acted 
in English, Hisham. who 
never misses an opportun- 
ity to highlight the humour 
of any situation, shoots 
back, “The question is, 
have any of them ever 
spoken English?" 



INTERNAL AUDITOR 

International company has opening for 
an internal auditor. Applicants should 
have a university degree ( Masters level 
preferred ) in accounting with a minimum 
of five years’ audit experience. Job re- 
quirements include the ability to apply 
principles of control, analysis and mon- 
itoring of internal / external financial ad- 
ministration including budgeting, re- 
porting, taxation, and revenue relating to 
various departments and divisions. 
Good understanding of modern ad- 
ministrative practices and equipment es- 
sential. Applicants should have strong 
English and Arabic language skills ( ver- 
bal and written ). Competitive salary 
based on experience. 

For interview, please contact: 

GhadaTaha 

Tel. 661836 Fax 605277 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR ART LOVERS 


FILM 

$ FUro entitled “Aladdin” at the American 
Center on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 


5^ Christinas bazaar at the Orthodox Chib, 
Abdoun on Thursday and Friday (10:00 
- ’ a. m. -10:00 p.m.). 

* Charity bazaar at the Armenian Relief 
1- Society (handmade goods, embroidery, 

• food, toys, Christmas cards) all day long on 
■ - Thursday and Friday (Tel. 775-268). 

DIALOGUE 

i / 

Dialogue on the artists works of Adrian A1 
Sharif with the participation of Moham- 
mad AJ Amen and Kifafa Habib (with a 
slide show) at the Phoenix Gallery for 


Culture and Art on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

Charity bazaar (indndes books, tapes, 
clothes, and accessories) at Mu'tah Uni- 
versity. 

ONS 

* Exhibition of paintings by Dr. All Al Ghoul 
at the Italian Language Centre (Tel. 
699348). 

■fr Exhibition of Pakistani art entitled “Col- 
ours and Forms” at the Royal Cultural 
. Centre. 

& Exhibition by artists Al Khateeb and 
Muhy Khaleefa at the Housing Bank Gal- 
lery. 

6 Motor show *95 at the International Motor 
Exhibition, airport h^hway. 


Contemporary art works by Arab and fore- 
ign artists, drawings, paintings, waterco- 
lours, prints and sculptures. Also a collec- 
tion of Jordanian pots, jars and kalims. 
Sale runs from Friday 2nd until Friday 9th 
December 1994, daily 10.00 a.m. until 5.00 
p.m. 

At Mona Saudi’s studio - Abdoun Village 

Directions: take road opposite gate of American 
embassy.Road turns to right at end. - Take 1st turn 
left. 2nd house on right between pine trees. 

Tel: 829700 



MERRY CHRISTMAS 



Bani Hamida Project cordially invites you .to 

■ 

"DECEMBER” 

■ ■ ■ 

Celebrate Christinas while touring various showcases 

of new Bam Hamida fall colors 

At the Bani Hamida House 
Saturday, November 26th - Monday, December 5th 

8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

For information please call 658696/7 
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Nepal premier sworn in; vows 
to defend democracy , investment 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
al’s new Communist prime 
minister nam ed a hardliner 
and his own brother to key 
cabinet posts Wednesday as 
he vowed to defend the king- 
.dom’s fledgling multiparty 
democracy and encourage 
foreign investment. 

Man Mohan Adhikary, 74, 
was sworn in as the Hima- 
layan nation's first Commun- 
ist prime minister by his for- 
taer foe, King Birendra, at 
the royal palace in the capital 
Kathmandu. 

Mr. Adhikary spent 17 
years in jail in a lifelong fight 
against absolute monarchy 
and was imprisoned by King 
Birendra’s late father before 
a ban on political parties was 
lifted in 1990. The new prime 
minister now support consti- 
tutional monarchy. 

He quickly appointed a 15- 
member cabinet of close 
advisers, naming Communist 
Party General Secretary 
Madhav Kumar Nepal as de- 
puty prime minister, foreign 
minister and defence 
minister. 

Mr. Nepal belonged to a 
hardline Communist faction, 


die Communist Party of Nep- 
al Marxist-Leninist, which in 
1991 merged with a more 
moderate movement led by 
Mr. Adhikary to create the 
Communist Unified Marxist- 
Leninist (UML) Party. 

Mr. Adhikary’s UML par- 
ty won a plurality in genera! 
elections on Nov. 15 mid will 
need the support of rival par- 
ties to win a parliamentary 
vote of confidence which 
must be held within 30 days 
of his becoming prime 
minister. 

At its first cabinet meeting, 
the government appealed to 
people to “stay calm and 
maintain law and order,” Mr. 
Hepai told reporters. The 
cabinet asked the king to 
summon the new parliament 
for Dec. 14. 

In a message read to the 
Nepali people after taking 
the oath of office, the new 
prime minis ter said the Com- 
munists would continue to 
accept foreign aid and capit- 
al, and try to use the money 
more effectively. 

“We will use the foreign 
capital and encourage (fore- 
igners) to invest,” he said. 


The new prime minister 
named his brother, Bharat 
Mohan Adhikary, as finance 
minister. 

He is a lawyer by profes- 
sion and was a member of the 
commission which in 1990 
wrote the constitution, en- 
ding absolute monarchy and 
ushering in multiparty demo- 
cracy. 

The party has vowed to 
curb landholdings, slow or 
even halt a privatisation 
programme while at the same 
time promoting private en- 
terprise.. 

The new prime minister, 
who will head a minority gov- 
ernment 15 seats short of a 
parliamentary majority, said 
be intends to pursue 
“pragmatic” economic poli- 


“We shall keep the coun- 
try’s reality in mind, adopt 
practical and pragmatic eco- 
nomic policies, and hope for 
cooperation from all others in 
our consensual approach,” 
Mr. Man Mohan Adhikary 
told a news conference 
Tuesday. 

In his message to Nepaiis, 


Mr. Adhikary said he would 

try to make industrialists and 

the private sector more 

“effective,” while focusing 

on rural development. 

* . He pledged to toe a neutral 

fine in foreign policy and to 

rewrite a three-decade-old 

treaty with India which he 

claims gives New Delhi unfair 

influence over Nepal's 

affairs. 

■ 

Mr. Adhikary said Com- 
munist role would not spell 
die end of Nepal's experi- 
ment with multiparty demo- 
cracy. 

“We have prepared the 
election manifesto of our par- 
ty on the basis of die people's 
multiparty democracy plan,” 
he said. “On the basis of this 
plan, communism will work 
m Nepal.” 

Mr. Adhikary made quick 
adjustments to power. He 
went to meet the king at the 
palace Tuesday in an old 
Toyota and departed in a 
black Mercedes-Benz 
limousine. He had trimmed 
his long shaggy beard into a 
goatee. 



King Birendra of Nepal (right) officates at the came the first Communist prime minister in 

swearing hi ceremony of newly elected Prime Nepal's political history after elections ended 
Minister Mana Mohan Adhikari at the in a hung parliament (AFP photo) 

Naray anility Royal Palace. Mr. AdMkari be- 


Cambodian forces, Khmer Rouge 
defectors launch attack on mountain 


SIEM REAP, Cambodia 
(AFP) — Government forces 
assisted by Khmer Rouge de- 
fectors were advancing on 
guerrilla bases in Cambodia's 
north west Siem Reap pro- 
vince, replying to rebel raids 
in \yhich scores of people 
were abducted, 500 homes 
burnt down and 40,000 peo- 
ple displaced, provincial offi- 
cials said. 

The government troops, 
backed by artillery, were 
focussing on Khmer Rouge 
bases in the mountainous 
area of Phnom Koulen. depu- 
ty Governor Kang Heang 
said Tuesday. 

“This attack was decided 
after (First Prime Minister) 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
came to Siem Reap for the 
(recent) water festival;” 
Kang Heang said. 1 1 ' — 

“He talked to Khmer - 
Rouge defectors and encour- 
aged them to join us in the 
battle,” he added. 

The prince spoke to some 
150 Khmer Rouge defectors 
who were previously based 
around the Phnom Koulen 
area. The guerrillas r have 
since joined in what is esti- 
mated to be a 1.000-troop 
government force making a 
three-pronged advance on 


the mountain. 

Other government forces 
were moving in behind the 
mountain to try and cut 
Khmer Rouge supply lines. 

The mountain is prized 
because its fertile soil is' ideal 
for the cultivation of fruits 
and vegetables and because 
of its cool climate, unspoilt 
scenery and splendid water- 
falls, which would make an 
ideal attraction for tourists 
visiting the nearby world 
famous temples of Angkor 
Wat, the deputy governor 
said. 

“There are around 100 to 
150 Khmer Rouge soldiers, 
there, I think it is possible for 
us to take the place before 
the end of the dry season 
because we are more numer- 


Military pressure, psycho- 
logical warfare and the cut- 
ting of supply lines are three 
key tactics being used by the 
Cambodian government to 
eliminate the Khmer Rouge. 
co-Premier Hun Sen said 
Wednesday. 

“First of all we need to 
apply military pressure. 
Secondly, we need to cut off 
ail the Khmer Rouge supply 
lines along the (Thai- 
Cambodian) border and in- 
side the country, and the 
third tactic is Dsvcho logical 
■warfare," Mr. Hun Sen said. 

The cd-premier outlined 
Phnom Penh’s strategy on 
breaking the Maoist guerilla 
movement in a speech 1 to 
provincial governors and 
police chiefs at a seminar on 


ous and- -they -are far from - .national sectfrity. 


their An long Veng base,'- he 
said. . -» 

The guerrillas would prob- 
ably use their usual tactic and 
flee when Under pressure, he 
said. 

Phnom Koulen is located 
some 15 kilometres (nine 
miles) northwest of the spec- 
tacular temple of Banteay 
Srei Temple, which is often 
inaccessible to tourists due to 
insecurity and poor road con- 
ditions. 


I* All "these three tactics 
must go together. We cannot 
succeed by fighting them 
alone without cutting their 
supply lines or luring them to 
defect,” Mr. Hun Sen said. 

Mr. Hun Sen, himself a 
formeF Communist, added: 
“If we just appeal through 
radio and television, the 
Khmer Rouge will never de- 
fect, it will be just like play- 
ing music for the buffalo.” 


Suspect in Dahmer slaying identified 


PORTAGE, Wisconsin (R) 
— Serial killer Jeffrey 
Dahmer. who mutilated and 
cannibalised his victims, be- 
lieving he was the devil, may 
have been murdered by a 
violent fellow inmate who 
thought himself to be the son 1 
of God, news reports said. 

Officials named Christ- 
opher Scarver, a 25-year-old 
black inmate, as the chief 
suspect in Mr. Dahmer's 
beating death in a prison 
toilet and the Milwaukee 
Journal reported that Mr. 
Scarver had a long history of 
mental problems, including a 
belief that he was the son of 
God. 

Mr. Scarver, convicted of a 
1992 execution -style slaying 
in Milwaukee, was the other 
inmate working on the same 
anitorial detail with Mr. 
ahmer. 34. and fellow- 


6 


inmate Jesse Anderson, 37, 
who was also beaten in the 
attack. 

Mr. Scarver was found 
with blood-splattered 
clothes. 

Prison officials maintained 
that there was no reason to 
believe race was a motive in 
the attack against Mr. 
Dahmer and Mr. Anderson, 
both of whom are white, 
which took place Monday at 
the Columbia Correctional 
Institution. 

Many of Mr. Dahmer's 17 
victims were black and 
fellow-inmate Mr. Anderson 
— who remained in critical 
condition Tuesday falsely ac- 
cused blacks of the 1992 stab- 
bing murder of his wife for 
which he was later convicted. 

Mr. Scarver had spent 
some time in the prison's 


section for mentally ill in- 
mates and he took anti- 
psychotic drugs, but was not 
viewed as anti-social or vio- 
lent, an unnamed prison offi- 
cial told the Milwaukee Jour- 
.nai. 

Scarver is serving a life 
term and Columbia county 
District Attorney Mark Ben- 
nett said there was no rush to 
charge him. “We're not 
under any pressure or dead- 
line to get a murderer off the 
streets,” Mr. Bennett said. 

Mr. Scarver, along with 
two other inmates who may 
prove to be witnesses to the 
attacks, were being held in 
segregated units at the max- 
imum security jail. 

Investigators were trying to 
determine if other inmates 
might have been involved in 
carrying out or setting up the 
attack. 


Europe’s alphabet soup — the rough guide 


LONDON (R) — During the 
cold war, talk in the corridors 
of diplomatic power was of 
the Eajt-West military ba- 
lance. warheads, throw- 
weights. scenarios for 
armageddon and how to pre- 
vent it. 

In the new world disorder, 
we have alphabet soup. 

IF you don't know the dif- 
ference between CSCE. 
NATO, NACC, PFP. EU 
and WEU. the next few 
weeks may prove confusing. 

Since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall in 1989. old organisa- 
tions have changed and new 
ones hav.e sprung up like 
weeds. None of them has 
been able to end the new 
wars in Europe, with Bosnia 
the.- most striking'and humi- 
liating example. - 

December is always the 
month when they gather for 


The sobering reality is that 
they have all failed to prevent 
the return of conflict to 
Europe for the first lime 
since World War II. 

Many of these institutions 
have overlapping and even 
competing rotes, with diffe- 
rent countries promoting 
their own interests in each, 
body. 

The United States, for ex- 
ample, gives NATO the lead 
role because it dominates the 
alliance, while Russia favours 
the 53-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) since it does 
not belong to the other in-, 
stitutions. 

Some of these bodies are 
the exclusive preserve of rich 
Western nations and look set 
to remain that way for some 
time, despite the desire 
among Eastern European 


meetings, sitting around long ' states to join, 
tables in Europe's capitals to Foreign ministers from the 


discuss the search for secur- 
ity. prosperity and justice. 

Diplomats say these orga- 
nisations — whether military, 
political or economic — com- 
plement each other. 


16-nation North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) meet in Brussels 
Thursday, followed .by a . 
meeting of the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council 


(NACC). a 38-nation forum 
which groups NATO allies 
with their counterparts from 
Eastern Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

One of the things they wilt 
discuss is the Partnership For 
Peace (PFP), a scheme for 
foreign closer military ties 
between NATO and its for- 
mer enemies. 

The CSCE, which groups 
all European states with the 
United States and Canada, 
holds a summit in Budapest 
next week. The organisation 
grew out of a 1975 Helsinki 
conference. 

With the breakup of the 
Soviet Union and the frag- 
mentation of other borders in 
Europe, the CSCE has grown < 
unwieldy. Its 53 member 
states compare with an ori- 
ginal 35. Everyone is in- 
cluded and critics say ibis 
means not much gets done,. 

After the Budapest sum- 
mit. leaders from the 12-na- 
tion European Union (EU) 
rather in the German city of 
Essen. The EU is to econo- 
mic power what NATO is to 
military power in Europe. 


Burmese 
rebels 
ready to 
talk peace 

BANGKOK (R) — Karen 
nationalist leader Bo Mya. 
making a rare appearance at 
a Bangkok news conference 
Wednesday, said his rebel 
group was ready to discuss a 
ceasefire with the Rangoon 
junta and called for Japan's 
help. 

General Bo Mya. whose 
Karen National Union 
(KNU) forces have bartled 
for over four decades against 
Burmese government troops, 
urged Japan to use its posi- 
tion of power in Asia to 
mediate a peace settlement. 

“We of the KNU never consider 
the Burmese as our enemy. 
The Burmese is our friend 
^ahd we. .are. only fighting... 
"against the Chauvinism of the 
^LORC.” Mr. Bo Mya said, 
referring to Burma’s ruling 
State Law and Order Res- 
to ration Council 
(SLORC). 

Burmese are a major sub- 
group in Burma's population 
of about 42 million people. 
The Karens and Shans are 
two main ethnic groups still 
fighting for self-rule. 

Mr. Bo Mya, 76, was in 
Bangkok as the guest of a 
Japanese Friendship Associa- 
tion linking businessmen, 
academics and politicians 
who are committed to work- 
ing for peace and unification 
in Burma. 

The Japanese association 
and KNU signed an agree- 
ment in which the KNU repe- 
ated earlier statements that it 
was ready to negotiate a ceas- 
efire pending a peace settle- 
ment. 


Norway aims to secure position 
in Europe after snubbing EU 


OSLO (AFP) — Norway's 
government must now steer a 
post-EU referendum path be- 
tween limiting the effects of 
commercial isolation while 
responding to an electorate 
that has rejected closer ties 
with Europe, analysts said 
Wednesday. 

Norwegians voted Monday 
by a 52.2 to 47.8 per cent 
margin to reject membership 
of the European Union 
(EU). 

Labour Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundtland. a 
strong EU advocate, must 
spend the next months safe- 
guarding her country's posi- 
tion in Europe after the de- 
feat, as Norway's 4.3 million 
inhabitants have no wish to 
be completely cut off from 
the EU's 370 million. 

Meanwhile the battle for 
victory in scheduled 1997 
general elections has begun 
in earnest, with the country’s 
anti-EU parties seeing their 


position strengthened by the 
outcome of the referendum. 

One of Ms. Brundlland’s ' 
first tasks is to ensure the 
country's European Econo- 
mic Area (EE A) agreement 
is not weakened. 

“The work of looking after 
the country's best interests by 
saving as much of the EEA 
agreement as possible begins 
now.” Ms. Brundtland said. 

Norway fears that the 
framework of the EEA 
agreement, which gives Nor- 
way access to the EU through 
free movement of labour and 
goods and services, will now 
be weakened. 

The EU has indicated that 
it intends to reorganise and 
diminish . the EEA and Euro- 
pean Free-Trade Association 
(EFT A) due to the expansion 
of the £U, raising fears here 
that the country would be left 
with no voice in European 
decision-making policy. 

“First and foremost we 


want to see how the EEA 
agreement can be secured," 
Fisheries Minister Jan Henry 
Olsen said. 

“At the same time, we 
want to try to prevent Norwe- 
gian fish exports from meet- 
ing tariff barriers in the old 
EFTA countries of Sweden. 
Finland and Austria.” 

Fish is Norway’s second- 
largest export next to oil. In 
1993, Norway's fish exports 
totalled 16.6 billion kroner 
(S2.44 billion), primarily to 
the EU. Sweden and Finland 
are two of Norway's largest 
fish importers. 

“I hope that the fishing 
industry does not move out of 
Norway, but I don’t feel very 
secure,” said the pro-EU " 
minister. 

Other industries that ’ 
threatened to leave Norway if 
the country rejected mem- 
bership will now consider 
their options in the coming 
weeks. 


Pele to promote 
help campaign 
for Rio 


r*.' 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFj i$| 
Pele made a lot of fiietidj 
over the years. Now. he ^ 
asking them to help, fT 
ask my businessmen 
in Japan, the United 
and other first world 
tries to come invest in 
soccer's greatest player 
in an interview T uesday 
the Rio daily Jomal DoBrt^t 
si!. Pele, now 54 and 
a wealthy businessman, 
be felt it his duty to help 
snap out of a 
violence and decs, 
so bad the army is 
the streets to fight 
“The time has come 
turnaround/’ Pelei 
"That's where we come 
with a great movement 
favour of Rio. All must help*** 
the dty grow." Pele recalled. . ; 
how people kidded him nl J " 
1969 when he scored hiF** 
1000th goal and dedicated 
to the poor. “No one took it 
seriously, (and) now cvwi j 
thing is worse,” he said. 
must cooperate. Rio has 
worldwide repercussion. 
What works here can inced-^' 
live the whole country.” Pete*' 
led Brazil to three World ■' 
titles in 1958. 1962 and 1970.- 
After a stint with the Ntifr' 1 
York Cosmos, he retired ! A 1 ’- 
1977. 
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Army withdraws from troubled Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 

— The army, which has pat- 
rolled the streets of this trou- 
bled port city for the past 30 
months, withdraw its troops' 

Wednesday amid fears that 1 ramilitary troops, supported 


■ 

"The army pull out will not 
mean a total breakdown of 
iaw-and-order.” Mr. Shah 
said. 

He believes that 10.000 pa- 


violence and crime could 
spiral out of control. 

More than 500 people have 
been killed in political arid 
ethnic violence in Karachi 
this year and there have been 
almost daily gun battles in 
recent weeks." 

Many residents question 
whether the government and 
the police can contain the 
mounting, hostilities and the 
general sense- of lawlessness. 

Hundreds of Karachi's 
leading businessmen took to 
the streets in a peace march 
last week, and many called 
for an increased army role 
rather than a withdrawal. 

But Abdullah Shah, rhe 
chief minister of Sindh pro- 
vince. which includes 
Karachi, said it was time for 
the troops to go. 


by police will be able to keep 
the city under control. 

The army said the last con- 
tingent of troops would be 
moved out of the city by 
midnight Wednesday. They 
will be stationed at bases 
nearby and can return to the 
city streets in a matter of 

hours. 

■ ■ 

The soldiers numbered as 
many as 20.000 shortly after 
they were sent onto the 
streets in May 1992, but their 
numbers were reduced to ab- 
out 5,000 in recent months. 
The troops helped curb vio- 
lence initially. But their role 
has become increasingly con- 
troversial. 

The security forces have 1 
been accused of widespread 
abuses, including unlawful 


killing and torture, by the 
Mohajir Quami Movement 
(MOM), a powerful opposi- 
tion group. 

The MQM accuses .Prime ; 4,' 
Minister Benazir Bhutto of 
discriminating against Moha- 
jirs. or Muslims who have 
migrated from India. Moha- 
jirs account for the majority 
of Karachi's 10 million people 
and most support the MQM. 

Ms. Bhutto’s government, 
meanwhile, says the MQM is 
a terrorist organisation that 
uses violence to advance its 
cause. 


Golf originated 
in China 1,000 
years ago — paper 


BELTING (R) — A Chinese',-, 
professor says rhe modem v 
game of gold originated hi i' 
China about 1,000 years ago,;- > 
refined dul of an ancieivU^ 
game involving hitting a bag.* 
with a dub, the offidal Poo. 
pie’s Daily newspaper said' 
Wednesday. After many, 
years of research, sports Pro- 
fessor Ling Hongting of therLv 
northwestern Normal ViA^' r 
versity says he has identified.'-.- 
three aspects of modern golf.-', 
that closely resemble *av 
Chinese game played in the? 
Song Dynasty (960-1279), the r* > 
newspaper said. The similar-..'-, 
ities are that the ancient 
i game was played on wide-* • 
topen grassy areas, compcti-. - 
tors used a stick with a bent ■ 
bead, and their aim was to hit- 
a ball into a small hole in the>. 
ground,. Professor Ling sasd.> 


To further complicate mat- 
ters, the MQM has split into 
two factions that often fight 
each other when not battling 
the security forces. 

The turmoil has disrupted 
industry in Pakistan's busi- 
ness capital and has scared 
away foreign investors at 
a time when money is flowing 1 
into many Asian countries. 


ftloscow mothers 
invent dads for 
illegitimate 
babies 






-!* 




- « 


,T 


AIDS summit to highlight north-south divide 


■PARIS (AFP) — Political 
leaders gather in Paris Thurs- 
day for the first ever World 
AIDS Summit, with the gulf 
between northern and south- 
ern hemispheres in fighting 
the pandemic likely to be a 
key theme of discussions. 

Delegates face stark fi- 
gures showing that over 90 
per cent of funds in the global 
fight against acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) are going to indus- 
trialised countries, while 
AIDS-stricken developing or 
Third World states get less 
than 10 per cent. 

“We must increase re- 
search in Africa, help our... 


But the crisis in funding the 
fight against AIDS in both 
hemispheres was highlighted 
in a report by the World 
Bank even before sum- 
miteers began arriving in 
Paris. 

The report lamented that 
the poorest countries of Afri- 
ca are among the worst 
afflicted and therefore, least 
able to fight the disease, 
pointing out that AIDS is 
already slowing down the 
economies of some sub- 
Saharan African countries. 

World Bank Director 
General Sven Sandstrom said 
tht of SI. 5 billion spent in 
fighting AIDS globally, only 


colleagues to take up the ’ 10 per cent was going to help 

l_ n ; J T ■ — : J mm, _ , , r 


task ” said Luc Montagnier, 
whose Tnstitut Pasteur team 
discovered the AIDS virus 
HIV more than a decade ago. 

“Africa is not a lost conti- 
nent.” he added, speaking 
less than 48 hours before the 
summit began. 

Representatives from 42 
countries will gather for the 
• summit at the Paris head- 
quarters of the U.N. Educa- 
tion, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) in 
discussions coinciding with * vaccine on trial in Russia, he 


countries in the Third World. 

A specific problem is that 
research in developed coun- 
tries suffers from lack of 
funding. 

The problem was addres- 
sed this week by French 
Cooperation Minister Ber- 
nard Debre. who has prop- 
osed an international system 
of financing for AIDS re- 
search in non-indusirialised 
countries. 

Taking as an example 



World AIDS Day. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali and a number 
of prime ministers will also 
attend a day of deliberations 
culimating in a final declara- 
tion of intent. 

Controversial issues up for 
discussion at the one-day 
summit will include debates 
on AIDS sufferers' rights, in 
particular in relation to res- ' AIDS research. 


said the laboratory involved 
had understandably not 
wanted to take the risk of 
spending hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars on research if 
there was no guaranteed re- 
turn. 

“If their vaccine is not 
good, they lose 200 million,” 
be said, proposing a system 
of international subsidies for 


Pans Mayor Jacques Chirac, surrounded by French cefehri 
ties, inaugnarates a 40 metre red ribbon fauna from thTwSTi 
Tower November to mark World AIDS Day?’ A 

countries on the AIDS problem win be hdd^T S? ® 42 
UNESCO headquarters (AFP photo) ar6 a * 

that of 

h , av l fo S» ve a helping 
hand to those who are with? 

Ttje most notable absentee 


I 


trictions imposed by coun< 
tries like the United States 
and Japan on people who 
have the disease. 


Mr. Debre said the summit 
was aimed at developing “a 
greater sense responsibility 
and solidarity among de- 


veloped countries for the 
countries of the south." 

"No continent is now free 
of the epidemic, it concerns 
every country." Mr. Debre 
said. “Either because they 
are cruelly hit by the virus, or 
because all indications are 
that they are about to be 
ravaged, or because they are 
the main providers of money. 


MOSCOW (R) — Thousan#1 
of Moscow mothers invent. -..re- 
names for the fathers of thei£.> -,!> 
newborn children to make- 
the babies’ certificates conr 
form to dty norms, Moskovss>- n p,.- 
ky Komsomolets newspaper 
said. The paper said eveQh ■,»: 
fifth baby born in Moscqw.. : . : 
last year was illegitimate, up 
from 15 per cent three years-,- * 
ago. A third of the mothers c -.>\ 
of illegitimate children in- 
vented a name for the father?, .p 
.Illegitimacy has risen in Ru$: . 
sia as the strict moral codes of . 
Soviet days gave way to a ^ 
new era of permissiveness. 

Poor contraception andijk^,^. 
lack of sex education meaoj-r 
more and more babies a®?.-; j.* t 
bom to young, unmarriw|i t ’i.-.i 
women. The article gave 
figures for abortion, still the : .,l 
main form of birth control 
millions of Russian women- ' 
Without high abortion ratq&i ,;<-«•.* 
it said the figure for illegitij.-i.i's.! 
mate births would be much*,] - « 
h «gi»er. 


* 
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from the summit will be 
Rwanda, of which 6U per cent 

the^HIV* Hi"* lr I. fecIC!j with 
the HIV vims before this 

summer s three*. m 

bloody dvil war ar*- ™ ont h 

official figures dl " 8 10 


Cervantes Prize 
goes to Mario 
Vargas Liosa 

MADRID (AFP) — Pent ”, *5 
yian novelist Mario VnrpW 1 ' L " l 
Llosa Monday won the" , ‘’ ' 

Miguel De Cervantes Prize* J 

the Spanish-speaking world’s 
highest literary award, for Kifr. 7 J 
life s work. Bom in the toqfo^? • 
of Arequipa in 1936, Mr. 
Vaigas Llosa, who obtained .... 
ppanisb citizenship last vetrf ■ ‘ . 
ts the author of numerous ; ‘ ! V 
renowied works, including 
The Citv And The Dogs, TS ' ^ ; 
Green ffouse and Aunt Juliq- l -V; 
And T htf Clerk. NoV'" 
hvrng m London. Mr. VargAs t 
fclosa m an accomplished : 

^ i ourna l«t, and*'"* 1 .-. 
stood unsuccessfully for 

If ™ wan presidency in 1990 ^ 

3UJ e ca J^ id “« of a centre-', 1 
nght coahtion. He has bee#" ' 
an outspoken advocate 6f" 4 ' 
tree-market economic poH* “ " 

« in America and*a' . 

P^ H r0US Critic of Peruvian" 

Alberto Fujimori;’' ‘ ^ 
who beat him in the election: ‘ * 
Mr- Vargas Llosa's most its ;. 

aSL 7 c1 ' Uwma In 

PhnS’ I st y^ r Spain's**"’ *, j 

Award, another liter- 1 .’-::,^ 

wm th 12 ^ 0t h cr 'writers tpv"“ 

du d ? A Cervante ? awa «* f 
Sahnt A^ r f^ ni,na s Ernesfo 

Fuen?; Mexico * s Carlq^ --.i 
Ra feJ C V n J 1 Spaniar^ M > 

Ayala. A and Frauds^ r^ 1 
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Chedfai government soldiers from the preddent’s troops ride atop a 

capita}.. of Chechenya (AFP photo) 

« _ 


APC along the central street of Grozny, the 


Meeting row mars Ghali mission to Bosnia 


2‘ 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N-"; Secretary-General 
Boutkos Ghali began a peace 
missiop to Bosnia Wednes- 


day but his talks with Bosnian 


• * 
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Serb Reader Radovan Karad- 
zic were put at risk by a row 
over where to meet. 

Mr. Karadzic demanded a 
meeting on Serb-held terri- 
tory while U.N. aides insisted 
the two men should talk at 
Sarajevo Airport which is 
controlled by U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

U.N. sources said Dr. 
GhaliU' seeking a ceasefire 
across Bosnia after 32 months 
of ethnic war, was reluctant 
to have a meeting on Serb 
soil While Mr. Karadzic's 
army 'ifield 500 U.N. Protec- 
tion -Force (UNPROFOR) 
soldiers hostage. 

The - 1 Bosnian Serb Army 
detaihed British, Dutch. 
Frenfch and Canadian 
peacekeepers as a shield 
againstiNATO air attack dur- 
ing itsaitack on the U.N. safe 
haveiKof Bihac in northwest 
Bosnian 

Lifting the Serb blockade 
of mainly Muslim Bihac was 
high on Dr. Ghali's priorities 
■ whenAe arrived in Sarajevo 
where the public mood -to- 
wards the United Nations has 
been soured by the debacle in 
the enclave. . 

He will also seek guaran- 
tees, mainly from the Serbs, 
that UNPROFOR can cany 
out its core mission of getting 
aid to Bosnia's civilian 
population. 

“I am an optimist.” he told 
reporters at the airport he 
left his -aircraft without wear- 
ing a regulation flak jacket as 
protection agains; Sarajevo's 
snipers. 

"I Hope we will create a 
new momentum in favour of 
a ceasefire in Bihac.” 

He Was driven off at once 
to mc& Bosnian President 
Alija Ksetbegovic at the shell- 
scaned' presidency building 
in central Sarajevo while 
U.N. officials tried to negoti- 
ate a ^compromise with the 
Scrtos.t 

Dr. -Ghali drove into the 
dty al6ng its notorious “snip- 
er alley” where a lone protes- 
ter eaflier carried a banner 
reading: “U.N. genocide in 
Bosnia.” 

The*flood among a knot of 
Sarajefrans, convinced the 
U.N. and NATO betrayed 
Muslims during the Bihac 
fighting,' was hostile outside 
the presidency. 

A member" of the group, 
44-year-old Huso Zagic, said: 
'“I don't think he should be 
i allowed to enter the pres- 
idency. While he's bullshit- 
ting here, people arc dying in 
Bihac.” 

Another man who identi- 
fied himself only by his first 
name!;* Muso. added: 



U.N. Bosnian Force Commander, General Sir 
Michael Rose (right), welcomes Charles Tho- 
mas (centre), the American member of the 
five-nation contact group on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina upon their arrival at Sarajevo’s 


airport. The experts from the United States, 
Russia, Germany, Britain, and France came to 
hold talks with Bosnian leaders aimed at 
saving the U.N. peace plan (AFP photo) 
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‘They’re lying to us every 
single moment. They haven't 
respected a single Security 
Council resolution.” 

Muslims assumed that the 
U.N. designation of Bihac as 
a safe area guaranteed that 
NATO warplanes and UN- 
PROFOR would ‘ protect it 
against the Serbs. 

But international efforts to 
save the town collapsed over 
the weekend in a welter of 
recriminations between the 
two international organisa- 
tions, divided about the level 
of force to be used, and 
Western governments which 
have never been able to 
formulate a coherent policy 
towards the conflict. 

Yasushi Akashi, the 
secretary-general’s special 
representative in former 
Yugoslavia and one of the 
men most blamed by Muslims 
for their plight, denied that 
Bihac was a failure for the 
United Nations. 

“We are doing the job 
given to us by the Security 
Council as best we can,” he 
said as he accompanied Dr. 
Ghali. 

The secretary-general ar- 
rived with the backing of a 
demand from the Security 
Council to both Muslim and 
Serb forces to cooperate with 
his mission. 

Bosnian government 5th 
Corps troops defending 
Bihac sent a message of de- 
fiance from the town of 
70,000 people, saying they 
would “rather eat grass and 
leaves” than depend on the 
United Nations. 

“We no longer expect any- 
thing from UNPROFOR,’] 
5th Corps spokesman Sandi 
Zulic said by telephone. 

Serbs are still shelling the 
town’s defences after over-- 


running a third of the safe 
area but have not tried to 
advance deeper. 

They are thought to be 
leaving the capture of Bihac 
to rebel Muslims still fighting 
with government troops for 
the town of Velika Kladusa in 
the north of the Bihac en- 
clave. 


The United Nations said a 
British U.N. convoy of 43 
men, who were among those 
detained, arrived in Sarajevo 
safely Wednesday morning 
after being released. 

The Serb demonstration of, 
military strength in Bihac 
appeared to have convinced 
international peacemakers to 
revive diplomatic efforts to 
end the war by offering the 
Serbs fresh concessions. 

The United States spoke of 
a possible new international 
conference if the warring 
sides could be brought to 
agree. 


Bosnian Serbs — who hold 
70 per cent of Bosnia — 
rejected a major power peace 
proposal during the summer 
which would have divided the 
country, giving half to them 
and half to a federation of 
Muslims and Croats. 

Meanwhile U.S. Senator 
Robert Dole, who infuriated 
the British by accusing them 
of doing “absolutely no- 
thing" to end the conflict in 
Bosnia, faced an icy recep- 
tion from Prime Minister 
John Major in London 
Wednesday. 

Sen. Dole, slated to be- 
come Senate leader in Janu- 
ary following the Republican 
election landslide earlier this 
month, was ro meet Mr. Ma- 
jor late Wednesday after 
talks with Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and Defence 


“There has been no press- 
ure on the Serbs.” he said, 
“and until there is some 
leverage, it’s going to be veiy 
difficult to stop the fighting." 

Britain’s position is that 
injecting more weapons into 
the conflict would be the least 
likely way of ending it. 

Britain and France, with a 
total of some 7,500 U.N. 
troops on the ground in the 
former Yugoslavia, have re- 
sisted all efforts to lift the 
embargo, warning it would 
bring Serb reprisals against 
U.N. forces and a general 
escalation of the fighting. 


Sen. Dole infuriated Brit- 
ish ministers and MPs by 
criticising the role of the Brit- 
ish and French in trying to 
negotiate a political settle- 
ment and by calling for U.N. 
forces to be pulled out and 
the arms embargo to be 
lifted. 

“The United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
is supposed to be there to 
protect the civilians and 
they're not doing it," Sen. 
Dole said before coming to 
Eurooe. 




Major will not be challenged for party leadership 


LOND'ON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major 
Wednesday escaped a chal- 
lenge m his leadership of 
Britain list Conservative Party, 
giving fiim a breathing space 
to try ya restore the govern- 
ment’s [political fortunes. 

Righf-wing critics of Mr. 
Major . had threatened to 
back a pb-hopc candidate for 
the post merely to demons- 
trate the degree of unrest in 
the niupg party over Mr. 
Major's leadership. 

n «•- k 


But Sir Marcus Fox. chair- 
man oi.xhe committee re- 


only take place once a year in 

the autumn. . 

Mr. Major won the top job 
in British politics after a chal- 
lenge to Margaret Thatcher s 
leadership toppled the iron 
lady in 1990. 

The Conservatives, wallow- 
ing 25 points behind Labour 
in opinion polls and suffering 
severe internal ructions over 
Britain's links with Europe, 
are putting their mist in tax 
cuts to win over voters before 
the next election, due by 
mid-1997. 


to curb public spending and 
bring the budget deficit near 
to zero in 1997-98. 

British newspapers were 
unanimous that this strategy 
was aimed to boost Conserva- 
tive popularity by providing 
room for heavy cuts in in- 
come tax before" the election. 


idtum ui a bill increasing 
Britain's contributions to the 
European Union. A ninth 
has since resigned. 

The expulsions probably 
ended any hopes his party 
opponents had of mounting a 
leadership challenge, since 
the eight could not take part 


V- 


sponsible for running party 
elections, told Reuters the 
critics had been unable to get 
the required support from 34 
Conservative members of 
parliament, one tenth of the 
t Pmliairysbtary party. 

^ “There has 'been no otner 
nomination John Major, 
has been returned for 
another term." he said. 
Leadership challenges can 


Bui Finance Minister Ken- 
neth Clarke warned Wednes- 
day anv tax cuts would have 
to "be based on sound econo- 

mic principles if they were to 

carry conviction with voters 
Sal about the Conserva- 
tives after their unbroken 15 
year hold on power. 
y Mr. Clarke Tuesday pro- 
duced a “steady-a$rShe-go« 
annual budget on taxapon 
urirh radical plans 


“Tax cuts: It’s jam tom- 
morow,” was the headline in 
the Daily Express, a leading 
pro- Conservative newspaper. 

However, Mr. Clarke told 
a news conference: “The poli- 
tical credit for tax 'cuts, if and 
when 1 come when people see 
they are credible. 

“If they believed that we 
were making tax cuts irres- 
ponsibly, it would cause not 
just, economic damage, but 
we would not get anv credit 
either.” he said. 


in any leadership poll. 

But thev have left his gov- 


ernment in theory without a 
majority in parliament, and 
his troubles are far from 


On Monday. Mr. Major 
expelled eight members of 

parliament from the Con- 
servative faction m the lower 
house for failing to vote in 


over. 

Next week, he may face a 
rebellion against a plan to 
increase taxes on domestic 
fuel, which could lead to an 
embanassing parliamentary 
defeat?. • 

Mr. Major has stated that 
any vote on domestic fuel tax 
would not be considered a 
matter of confidence. A gov- 
ernment defeat in Monday's 
vote on the European Union 


bill would have triggered a 
snap election, Mr. Major had 


warned Conservative rebels. 


Chechen leader offers talks ; 


new raid on Grozny reported 


Secretary Malcolm Rifkind. 

The meetings came as 
sharp differences in approach 
to the Bosnian conflict be- 
tween Britain and Republi- 
can congressional 'leaders 
strained traditionally close 
Anglo-American ties. 

■ During a" meeting with 
NATO officials in Brussels 
Monday, Sen. Dole set the 
U.S. Congress on a collision 
course with the NATO allies 
by declaring one of the Re- 
publicans' first priorities 
would be to lift the arms . 
embargo on the Bosnian 
Muslims. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev Wednesday offered 
to negotiate with Moscow to 
find a solution to the conflict 
in his breakaway Russian 
Caucasus republic, Interfax 
news agency reported. 

The report came as 
Chechen government sources 
told AFP in the republic’s 
capita] that two warplanes 
raided the Grozny military 
airport. 

An AFP reporter said thick 
smoke could be seen rising 
from the airfield but it was 
not immediately possible to 
determine the extent of the 
damage. 

Mr. Dudayev was quoted 
by Interfax as saying he 
would stan negotiations with 
Russian authorities “as soon 
as it (Moscow) proposes.” 

Mr. Dudayev's move came 
only hours before the expira- 
tion of an utlimatum from 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin who threatened to impose 
a state of emergency and 
send troops to Chech enya un- 
less the republic submitted to 
Russian constitutional rule. 

On Tuesday unidentified 
warplanes attacked the pres- 
idential palace in Grozny as 
Mr. Dudayev was giving a 
press conference rejecting 
Mr. Yeltsin's ultimatum. 

The Russian Defence 
Ministry said Wednesday it 
had sent a plane to repatriate 
Russians taken prisoner by 
Chechen government forces 
during fighting for control of 
the republic. 

Elena Agapova, an assis- 


tant to Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev, said that once 
the hostages were repatri- 
ated, Moscow would identify 
them to determine whether 
they were members of the 
Russian Armed Forces, as 
authorities in the breakaway 
republic maintain. 

Russia has denied repeated 
accusations by Chechen au- 
thorities that Moscow troops 
have fought alongside 
Chechen opposition forces. 

Ms. Agapova added that 
she did not believe the pris- 
oners' lives were in danger. 
The plane was sent to the 
Russian Republic of North- 
ern Ossetia that borders 
Chechenya. 

Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who un- 


Wednesday that her son had 
been sent in on a “mission" 
to Chechenya. 

She said her son, Dimitri 
Volfovich. 21, was called in 
on an emergency last week 
and told he was being sent on 
a mission. 

Meanwhile -Chechen 
opposition fighters Wednes- 
day suspended military op- 
erations after an ultimatum 
from President Boris Yeltisn, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

Ruslan Martagov, spokes- 
man for the opposition pro- 
vincial council, told TASS 
the body would take a final 
decision on a ceasefire later 
Wednesday. 


dren into a waiting car. 

Thick black smoke from 
fuel tanks set ablaze during 
bombing raids on the city’s 
airport Tuesday still lingered 
over the town, which lies on 


the northern edge of the 
snow-capped Caucasian 


mountain range. 


Mr. Yeltsin, trying to end 


ilaterally declared the repub- 


lic’s independence from Rus- 
sia in 1991, earlier this week 
sent Moscow a list of 11 
fighters captured during 
weekend clashes for control 
of the capital Grozny. 

He identified them as Rus- 
sian soldiers fighting beside 
the Moscow-backed opposi- 
tion trying to topple him. 

Mr. Dudayev Wednesday 
refused to meet with several 
Russian deputies who offered 
to head to the Chechen capit- 
al to negotiate the release of 
the prisoners. 

Mr. Dudayev said the pris- 
oners would not be freed 
prior to direct negotiations 
between the two govern- 
ments. 

The mother of one of the 
, prisoners, Svetlana Anatoly- 
evna Volfovich, said 


bitter fighting between 
leaders 


Chechen leaders and the 
opposition forces, Tuesday 
threatened to declare a state 
of emergency in the moun- 
tainous southern region if the 
two sides did not halt the 
bloodshed within 48 hours. 

But Chechen officials have 
already rejected the ultima- 
tum, saying Russia would 
face another Afghanistan if it 
tried to send in troops. 


About a thousand people, 
many of them armed with 
rifles and grenade launchers, 
rallied around the presiden- 
tial palace in Grozny to show 
support for beleaguered lead- 
er Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Ivan Rybkin. head of Rus- 
sia's lower house of parlia- 
ment,. told Interfax News 
Agency that those com- 
batants who laid down their 
arms should be amnestied. 

“We are very much relying 
on the -fact that those who 
took part in the bloodshed 
will stop and that the clans 
will reach an agreement 
among themselves," he said. 

Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chenomyrdin cancel- 
led a trip to Siberia Wednes- 
day because of the worsening 
situation in Chechenya, a 
government spokesman said. 


Reuter correspondent 
Lawrence Sheets said the 
capital Grozny emptied 
rapidly Wednesday as the 
deadline for possible Russian 
military intervention 
approached. 

“We’re scared, we're get- 
ting out of here. I'm taking 
them to die countryside,'' 
said Zena Abdulatova as she 
loaded her four young chil- 


The daily. Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta said Yeltsin's person- 
al security had been stepped 
up because security officials 
feared Chechen fighters 
could attack the president's 
motorcade. 

Moscow telephone oper- 
ators refused to put through 
calls to Chechenya Wednes- 
day. saying they had received 
strict instructions to cut off 
contact with the region. 


India 


calls for 


dialogue 

with 


Pakistan 


NEW DELHI (m*P) — In- 
dia recently proposed bolding 
talks with rival Pakistan to 
reduce bilaierai tensions, but 
Islamabad turned ' down the 
offer, Indian -Foreign Secret- 
ary Kris Srinivasan'said here 
Wednesday. 

A message that New Delhi 
was willing to go “more than 
half-way” to resume a dia- 
logue on bilateral problems 
was conveyed to Islamabad 
last week by Indian Cabinet 
Minist&j; Arjuji Singh, 

Mrs. Srinivasan told repor- 
ters. . 

Ties between the twin 
countries, bom at the close of 
Britain's colonial rule over 
India in 1947, have always 
been strained. 

Hindu-dominated India 
and Muslim Pakistan have 
fought three wars since then, 
two of them over Kashmir, 
which has been split by the 
two countries. 

Mutual animosity has in- 
creased since a Muslim seces- 
sionist revolt broke out in the 
Indian zone of Kashmir five 


years ago. 

Mr. Srinivasan said Pakis- 
tan's negative response to In- 
dia's proposal on talks would 
not discourage New Delhi. 

He added that officials 
here regretted the “unneces- 
sarily sterile atmosphere" in 
relations with Pakistan and 
would wait patiently to meet 
at the negotiating table. 

On a recent trip to Pakis- 
tan, Mr. Srinivasan met and 
invited counterpart Najmud- 
din Sheikh to visit India. 

“We are looking forward 
to a fruitful and constructive 
dialogue,” Mr. Srinivasan 
said. 

Mr. Srinivasan said he had 
suggested that Islamabad 
consider supporting a one- 
on-one meeting between 
Prime Ministers Benazir 
Bhutto of Pakistan and P.V. 
Narasimha Rao of India at a 
South Asian summit due here 
in April. 

Mr. Rao has publicly 
stated twice in the past month 
that he backed holding a dia- 
logue with Pakistan to re- 
solve bilateral conflicts. 

The last official meeting 
took place in January, when 
Mr. Srinivasan's predecessor, 
J.N. Dixit, travelled to Pakis- 


Berlusconi tries to avert strike 


ROME (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi met 
leaders of Italy's three big 
trade unions Wednesday in a 
last-ditch bid to avert an 
eight-hour general strike 
scheduled for Friday against 
government plans to save 
money on pensions. 

As the meeting got under 
way, several hundred people 
demonstrated outside Mr. 
Berlusconi's office to protest 
against the government's.', 
. plans to save S5 billion on . 
jiensions next year. 

“The strike would be the r ‘ 
latest and largest in a series of 
stoppages and protests 


against the 1995 budget, 
which unions say will hit the 
poorest hardest. 

Mr. Berlusconi, whose 
government was rocked last 
week when he was placed 
under investigation for 
alleged graft, won the back- 
ing of his fractious cabinet 
Tuesday for continued gov- 
ernment. He denies any 
wrongdoing. 

The prime, minister was.ex- 
• pected to .offer some ounces- , 
. sions to softer the planned 
. cuts in a bid to ward off the 
first all-day national strike in 
12 years. " 

But the three unions, 


whose members number 11 
million, appeared set to de- 
mand a full climbdown. 


Unions want the radical 
reform plans fo be split away 
from the 1995 budget, which 
parliament must pass by the 
end of the year. They say that 
will give parliament more 
time to consider the measures 
which include a major cut in 
future pensions and a block 
on early, retirement benefits 
pext year, . 

■ - More than one miUion peo- 
ple demonstrated invRome 
earlier this month in one of 
the largest street pro' 
since World War II. 


EU invites East Europeans to Essen s ummit 


BONN (R) — The European 
Union has invited six 
■ prospective members from 
East Europe to join . it at the 
close of a summit in Essen 
□ext week, German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl said 
Wednesday. 

“I have invited the state 
and ^government heads arid 
foreign ministers of the six 
Eastern and Central Euro- 
pean states that have Euro- 
accords with the EU to Essen 
to meet the members of the 
EU Council after the close of 
our formal talks,” Mr. Kohl 
told reporters. 

The six states are Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Repub- 
lic, Slovakia, Bulgaria and 
Romania. Germany bolds the 
rotating EU presidency until 


Jan. 1. 


Mr. Kohl said the meeting 
with the Eastern countries 
would last one and a half 
hours to inform the guestj 
about wha tiled been 'discus- 
sed in Essen by the EU Coun- 
cil of member governments.* 

“After some consideration 
and consultation with our 
partner countries... we de- 
cided to invite the state and 
government heads simply to 
send ont the message that we 
are not running a 'closed- 
shop* in the European Un- 
ion,” Mr. Kohl said at a joint 
news conference with French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

“Instead we want to show 
that these countries will be 
welcome if they want to join 


(the EU) and if their domes- 
tic and .economic situations 
permit that.” Mr. Kohl said. 

The invitation had been in 
doubt for several weeks de- 
spite Mr. Kohl’s earlier state- 
ments that prospective East- 
ern members should attend 
some EU summits. 

Mr. Kohl denied he had 
reconsidered the invitation, 
telling the news conference it 
was issued after discussion by 
EU foreign ministers Mon- 
day. 

Diplomats earlier 
cautioned that the invitation 
did not mean the EU enlarge- 
ment process was being 
speeded up, given the enor- 
mous financial and legal com- 


plexity ( 
mer Co 



of admitting 
mmunist states. 


for- 


tan, but made little progress 

Kashmir 


in resolving the Kasl 
issue. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
waging a “proxy war” by 
arming and training Muslim 
guerrillas in Kashmir. 

Pakistan denies direct in- 
volvement, but says it lends 
moral support to the cam- 
paign, which Islamabad calls 
a legitimate struggle for self- 
determination. 

At least 11 foreign merce- 
naries and six others were 
killed in separate overnight 
gunbattles in strife-torn 
Kashmir, officials said here 
Wednesday. 
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Safety as basic rule 


OUR national laws on occupational 
safety are obviously too Lax and their 
enforcement is even more feeble. The 
best proof of this can he seen In the 
construction sector where there is no 
evidence whatsoever of the slightest 
respect for safety. There is an abund- 
ance of construction going around in 
the country especially in Amman . 
Construction of high-rise buildings is 
becoming a familiar sight anywhere 
one looks in the capital city. Yet there 
is hardly any visible sign of workers 
wearing any safety gear, not even 
helmets. No wonder work related acci- 
dents are on the rise in this country. 

Many of these accidents go on unre- 
ported and consequently hardly any 
remedial action is being taken either 
by construction companies or by the 
concerned authorities, i.e. the Minis- 
tries of Labour and Social Welfare. 
Contractors cannot escape responsibil- 
ity for the upsurge in work accidents 
because they are in the best position to 
do something effective about combat- 
ing such accidents but are not doing 
so. By making contractors more 
accountable for casualties among their 
workers, the vicious cycle that contri- 
butes to these losses can be reduced to 
a minimum. 

Worker unions should also play a 
leading role in this regard by incorpor- 
ating new and stringent language in 
their contracts with employers about 
work safety. Legislation on this sub- 
ject should also be amended , with 
view to making it more responsive i 
the needs of workers. Parliament is 
invited to spearhead the effort to 
rectify their sad situation. 

Above all there must be more public 
awareness of the dangers associated 
with hazardous practices in the work 
place. Jordan is on the brink of an 
important industrial development 
and further construction booms. We 
cannot protect or accelerate our prog- 
ress without proper observance of 
basic guidelines on safety as a first 
rule. 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Dustonr daily directed attention to a 
report about the Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ), filed 
recently by the Audit Bureau, which indicated that 88 per 
cent of the 199. employees.are unfit for their job. Only five 
employees hol'd an accountancy degree and are capable, if 
properly directed, to control expenses and collect public 
funds, said Mohammad Subeihi. The writer said that many 
of the employees were given the posts over the past years ■ 
not on the strength of their education but largely due to 
favouritism and nepotism. The result is that WAJ faces a 
JD 39 million deficit since 1992 alone, bringing the total 
accumulated deficit to JD 192 million, said the writer. He- 
charged that 60 per cent of the pumped -water leaks 
underground and never reaches the public and that WAJ 
has failed ro date to cut water supplies to those people who 
do not settle their bills or those found stealing water from 
the mains who. he said, have never been sued in court. The 
writer said that the WAJ. employees are too many and they 
have very little work, rendering the department totally 
paralysed. The writer suggested that the geS'emmem 
conduct a painful surgical operation, overhauling the whole 
WAJ system in the public interest. 


-A WRITER in A! Ra’i blamed unemployment, low 
standards of living and poverty in Jordan for the great 
number of unmarried women. Lack of proper housing 
facilities and the exorbitant cost of renting a decent home 
are also deterring men from getting married, said $ultan AI 
Hattab. Shunning marriage is harmful to the social and 
economic life in" the Kingdo m gir d could lead to very 
serious social ills, he warnodMjp%!ifiiv 9 Hig£H^ a 

j national seminar be held to discuss the jfcarenrs ^rho. he 
said, are sometimes responsible for delaying marriages 
because they make certain demands and place certain^ 
conditions. The writer also suggested that couples be wed 
in mass celebrations to cut on expenses and that concerned 
^institutions set up a society or club to provide assistance to 
those planning marriage. 
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The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^fdoobeh 


The early bird catches the worm 


Even though we all agree on die crucial nature of die eaftly 
school, years and recognise die tremendous bearing they 
have on the amount and quality of education the 
ultimately end up with, we in the Arab World seem to give 
students during these years the least degree of care and 
attention. With the dear exception of some truly impress- 


.whole time, emphasising its role in character budding, in 
discovery of individual ability and talent, in habit forma- 
tion, in intellectual nourishment — all important factors in 
the ultimate success or failure of the educational process. 
But we behave in a manner opposite to the way in which we 
talk and deepdown we harbour negative feelings and 


however, is not related to lade of infonnatjon. knowledge 

_ ■ • — £ — — in B i i rK e vmnri .A. 


or skdl but to damage of the pqrche, mind and^ heart. A 
student who cannot write a single sentence of Engpsh 


rve private schools, the kindergarten and elementary' stage 
largely neglected, ignored and 


even abused. 

This is not to say, of course, that the situation in the 
more advanced stages of learning is dramatically better. 
No. At one level in fact, the impediments and probfa 


Most teachers of kindergarten and elemcntarylevcl 
education view their positions as extremely nnfumllii 

■■ J « • 9 1 ■ J It 1 . 
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Arabic is unable, not because be/she is stufnd, but because 
qttor they do not care to learn or they think they carrt 
learn. a mentality may be blamed on the unhealthy 
educational enviromnent during the early school ycais^ an 
environment in which the teadicr is the cornerstone. 


ling. 


leoswe 


find in the earlier years are a splitting image of those we 
find in the later years: scarcity of competent teaching staff, 
supervisors and directors; lade of effective curricula. 


carefully-planned and carefully-executed school activities, 
parental involvement and support, facilities and teaching 


unrewar di ng and imchallengiiig, and as decidedly 
to those of their colleagues in the more advanced stages. 
But this is also the view held by the official educational 
establishment and by society at Large. Many kindergarten 
and elementary school teachers (though certainly not all) 
feel unmotivated and unenthusiastic about their job, some 


aids; and other obstacles related to class size, physical 
location, etc. 

But there is, on top of all of the above, a problem which 
is peculiar to these early, years. It is perhaps best called an 
altitude problem. Quite amply, most people in our society 
(especially those directly involved with the educational 
process, such as teachers, supervisors, education officials. 


suffer from an inferiority complex; they cannot wait to be 

higher 


students themselves and parents) have a low opinion of 

joke about 


kindergarten and elementary school. The old 


pediatricians applies perfectly here. A person visits Ins 
friend to com 


congratulate him on his son’s return from abroad 


upon completing his studies. “What has your son specxal- 
he asked. “Child medicine,” replies the friend. 


“promoted” to the 

_ This is bad newsl The negative im pKcatinnn of 
situation are immense. First of aD, teachers with such an 
attitude are not going to perform well. And most do not. 
Secondly, since this attitude is widespread in the education- 
al establishment as a whole (not just among teachers), then 
the more competent teachers will in feet be “rewarded” 
and “promoted” to the higher stages, and the less 
competent remain where they are. The sad thing here is 
that the establishment itself knows, condones and encour- 
ages such a negative attitude. 


m the medicine of 


feed in?” 

“O, when is he planning to 
adults?” 

The preparatory and secondary stages are seen as 
agnificantfy superior to the earlier stages. There is a 
contradiction here. As I have said, we all admit the vital 
nature of learning in the early years. We talk about it the 


The damage caused is grave. A parent of a sixth grade 
student said to me die other day that his son cannot speak 
or write one single sentence in English. Another inter- 
rupted him and said that his son, who ts in the eighth grade, 
could not speak or write one single sentence in Arabic 
(meaning classical Arabic). The same applies to history, 
maths, natural science, etc. The real problem here. 


I am conscious, of course, of the many factors that 
contribute to the prosperity ami health of the educational 
atmosphere, but to me, education, in die final analysis, 
boils down to a basic setting comprised of a teacher and a 
student. In my humble opinion, where there is a competent 
readier, there is a good student; where there isn't, there 
isn't. This is the way it has been, the way it is, and the way 
■it will be. 

What we want is a change of heart, of mind and c rf 
attitude. The establishment must seriously change its 
stance towards learning in the early years. If it docs. it has 
the ways and means of making ail those involved in the 
teaching process change theirs. And it can begin by 
becoming less tolerant of incompetent teachers in those 
two crucial stages and by doing something about it. Many 
would be ready to raise hell (parents, teachers, headmas- 
ters, education officials), if a secondary school lacks a 
readier of English or maths (for one reason or another), 
but very few (if any) care much if an elementary school 
fecks both a teacher of English and maths, or if the physical 
training instructor (due to such feck) teaches English 
grammar. 


We need to reconsider and redefine our position towards 
early education, taking specific measures and specific steps. 
A lot is riding on it. The English proverb is right: The early 


bird catches the worm. 


The ‘tragedy’ of an ageing leader 


By G.H. Jansen 


THE APPROVED widsom 
of the cognoscenti on the 
Middle East is that whar has 
happened to Yasser Arafat 
in the past is nothing short 
of “a tragedy.” And looked 
at from the outside, so it is. 

Far from being “Mr. 
Palestine," the loved and 
respected charismatic lead- 
er of his people who, after a 
long, hard struggle under 
his leadership, had finally 
broken through to “the sun- 
ny uplands of freedom.” 

Now he is not merely the 
contested but also the re- 
viled, despised and even 
hated leader of just one 
faction of the Palestinians, 
when the talk about him 
even includes hints of assas- 
sination. “Whar a fell was 
there, my countryman,” to . 
quote the words of 
Shakespeare. 

The nadir was reached 
Mien he went to a mosque 
in Gaza for the funeral of a 
young militant killed by the 
Israelis and he was buffeted 
and jostled, accused of 
bedim a “traitor,” had his 
scarf knocked off his head 
and had to be rushed out of 
the mosque by his body- 
guards. 

That was certainly a tra- 
gic circumstance, but the 
question has to be asked: 
what sort of tragedy is this? 
Because there are at least 
two sorts of tragedies, very 
different from each other. 

One is Greek tragedy as 
expressed in the plays of the 
Athenian dramatists Aes- 
chylus and Sophocles. The 
nature of their plots and 
dramatic action gave rise to 
tire phrase: 'The inevitabil- 
ity of Greek tragedy.” be- 
cause in these plays the fete 
of the hero or heroine is 
p re -determined and ex- 
ecuted by capricious gods 
and goddesses who inter- 
vene directly in the action 
to send it in one direction or 
another. Hence the phrase, 
strangely enough in Latin 
and not in Greek, “Deus ex 
machina” (The God from 
tiie machine) a reference to 
the rope and pullies by 
which the actors playing the 
divinities were lowered 
onto the stage at the end of 
these plays. 

The other sort of tragedy 
is the Elizabethan, or more 
correctly, the Shakespea- 
rean tragedy, in which there 
is no inevitability and in 



and his well-earned popu- 
larity. 

These then are some of 
the personal “passions" 
that have betrayed him 
from within. But on the 
outside there are two “gods 
from the machine" that 
have worked out the plot 
according to their own 
wishes and purposes: Israel 
and the U.S. 

Never has it been as dear 
as it is now that he is he! 1 
plessly and hopelessly en- 
meshed in the net of the 
policies of these two pow- 
ers. The first, Israel, was' 
never going to give up on 
the Zionist dream of acquir- 
ing the whole of Palestine, 
the Jewish "promised 
fend.” Unless it was forced 
to do so by direct and 
punishing attacks on the 
Jewish state and its people. 
And it is surprising, after 
the few initial pinpricks 
how few such attacks have 
been carried out over the 
years either by Fateh or 
other militia. Because of 
lack of intelligence or im- 
agination or because of a 
crushing inferiority com- 
plex, the direct attack on 
Israel was simply not in the 
universe of discourse of Mr. 
Arafat and bis men. 
However, this is precisely 
what Hamas is now doing, 
peace process or no peace 
process, and hence is gain- 
ing in popularity. 


which die tragedy is the' 
result of the actions of the 
human beings themselves. 
The Bard himself explained 
when he wrote: “The fault 
is not in our stars (meaning 
fete or destiny or the gods) 
but in ourselves that we are 
underlings." Ot as the 
novelist-poet George Mere- 
dith put it: 

“In tragic life, God wot/, 
“No villains need be. Pas- 
sions spin the plot/ We are 
.betrayed by what is false 
within.” 

So, there is tragedy im- 
posed from outside or 
tragedy from within pro- 
duced by character.. 

It is not Mr- Arafet's 
fault that be did not, and 
still does not, really know 
the big world outside on 
which stage, unfortunately 
for him, the Palestinian 
problem has been played 
out. He lacked the neces- 
sary background and 
sophistication because of 
his limited education and 


limited experience. His 
schooling in Cairo and at 
Cairo University, for a de- 
gree in engineering, was not 
sufficiently wide or varied 
as was his early experience 
as a contractor in Kuwait, 
which is what he was when 
he founded “Fateh," which 
later on took over the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 


Because of tins deficiency 
he did not even understand 
the real nature of his 
enemy, the state of Israel. 
When he began sending 
small raiding parties of 
guerrillas into Israel across 
the Jordan River he was 
angry and disappointed 
when this correspondent in- 
formed him that Israel was 
unaffected by the pinpricks 
of these raids because Israel 
was not like the Arab coun- 
tries, a loosely organised 
traditional, agricultural 
country, but a highly- 
organised, urbanised, in- 


dustrial society which could 
only be hurt by sophisti- 
cated sabotage from within. 
“I don’t have the sort of 
men for that sort of action," 
he confessed. 

The world he knew was 
not the Big World but the 
Arab World consisting of 
backward, traditional 
societies in which “politics" 
was not the open, cut-and- 
thrust of party politics but 
the grey underworld of in- 
trigue, and plot and counter- 
plot, of playing-off one 
force against another, in 
which the goal is not the 
advancement of an ideology 
or the implementation of an 
economic plan but mere 
personal survival. At tills 
sort of politics he is a past 
master, and has not Men 
called the “great survivor” 
for nothing. 

But he' was not really 
adept at playing the Great 
Game of World Affairs in 
which real power, particu- 


larly economic power, was 
what conn ted. The only 
power he knew about was 
the very considerable rhe- 
torical power of the Arabic 
language — but that is not 
real, substantial power. 

Because of his all-too- 
many years negotiating his 
way through the compli- 
cated twists and turns of 
Arab “politics" he has no 
concept of simple, efficient 
admimstration . Hence his 
autocratic monopoly of 
power and of decision- 
making which is crippling 
the building of the Palesti- 
nian state. 


The Palestinian commun- 
ity is overflowing with skills 
and brains and varied ex- 
pertise but, Mr. Arafat re- 
fuses to harness that lest it 
should show his own limited 
intellectual capacities. And 
he is not a sufficiently big 
enough man to rest secure 
on his own personal 
strengths — his charisma 


And the same has been 
true of the PLO’s and Mr. 
Arafet’s relations with the 
U.S. The U.S., having done 
more than any other coun- 
try to help bring the Jewish 
state into existence, has 
been determined that no 
harm should ever come to 
Israel, especially not from 
the Palestinians. This big 
veto power has placed 
strict, narrow limitations on 
anything that the PLO and 
Mr. Arafat could do. He 
denounces the U.S., in sea- 
son and out of season, but 
be has never treated it as an 
active enemy. Vast and vit- 
al American interests all 
over the Middle East have 
remained untouched, which 
betrays his total lack of 
long-term leadership, a de- 
ficiency which is now be- 
coming more apparent bv 
the day. 

Thus, Mr. Arafat's 
tragedy is made up of both 
the Greek and t 
Shakespearean varieties 
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German parties face up to new political climate 


By Michael Christie 

Renter 



BONN — Bonn’s two main 
parties have made almost 
simultaneous calls for inter- 
nal reform to bring them into 
step with a political environ- 
ment showing the effects of 
Germany’s unexpected uni- 
fication in 1990. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats (CDU), 
who squeezed back into pow- 
er with their coalition allies in 
last month's general election, 
on Monday agreed to try to 
make their conservative 
party more attractive to 
women voters. 

Only 24 hours earlier, the 
opposition Social Democrats 1 


stole a march on the 
»U with a call from their 
leader Rudolf Scharping to 
steer closer to the political 
centre. 

The moves amount to an 
acknowledgment that the 
political arena created by uni- 
fication four years ago bears 
little resemblance to the old 
days of the divided nation. 

“The results of the second 
all-German elections make 
definitively dear that post- 
unity elections can no longer 
be seen or judged as a con- 
tinuation of earlier polls," 
said an analysis by a Christian 
Democrat think-tank, the 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. 

“Any comparison with vo- 
ter behaviour and party sup- 
port in the old federal repub- 


lic can only lead astray. The 
sociological basis for 

support has changed 

« 



cally. 


Mr. Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats, their Bavarian 
Christian Social Union 
(CSU) allies and Liberal Free 
Democratic (FDP) partners 
returned tor power with a thin 
10-seat majority, 124 seats 
fewer than before. 

The Social Democrats, 
managed 36.4 per cent, an 
improvement oq 1990 but still 
its second worst result since 
1961- 


parties and young women are 
drifting away to vote for the 
ecologist greens. 

With Mr. Kohl having 
already announced he will 
not stand in the next election 
in 1998, party strategists are 
faced with the dilemma of 
bow to “change Kohl voters 
into CDU voters,” as one 
party official has put it. 

In a first step, the Christian 
Democrats agreed on Mon- 


Kohl’s strategy to set the 
W? on a course “reaching 
beyond his own term in 


*^ e . § oc * a l Democrats, 
meanwhile, are haunted bv 

Th* fhmiAkf ■ 


are naunted by 
die thought that they may not 
be able to break through a 

Simon rr 


ling them. 

The Social Democrats fa 
to embrace pragmatic pt 

*[?.• incJ uding controvert 
subjects like battling welfi 
fraud I — usually a consen 
tive battle ciy. 
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support ceiling around 36 per 
cent unless they open up to 


day to try out a quota giving 
one-third of party posts to 


- ~ wpen up to 

brand-new voter groups — 

of 


The Christian Democrats’ 
items are essentially two- 
lid, observers say. 

Its su pport among women 
voters is the lowest of all the 


women. Mr. Kohl, battling 
stiff traditionalist opposition, 

of the C 


vwm 

political spectrum. 

Mr. Scharping told the 

scbeim noun nn tk. 


The call sparked , 
burets of anger, mosth 
the left wing of the pan 
it suited the palates of 
on the more pragmatic 



said: “The image of the CDU 
is coloured by how it deals 
with changes in society.*' 
The conservative daily Die 
Welt remarked that this rep- 
resented the first stage of Mr. 


— —k'ms luiu uie 
^eeneira group on the party's 

S e w « k «>d that 


lir o . . zl that 

foe Social Democrats risked 
surrendering themes of wel- 
fare reform an w ■ 
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fere reform and economic 
modernisation to the CDU if 
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some left- 
wing inhibitions about tack- 


burg. in an artfde f 
Spiegel news magazii 
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Our children deserve better literature 


By Moftaminatf Mashariqa 


^ - rt/ ... «-r o . • . ww j^tuusc uy 

Dr. Walid Seif, Catherine . a little girl, said that she 
was deeply impressed by the contents 

The 10-year-old girl said that the book provided 
answers to many questions that were on her little 
mind all the tune, related to the issue of life after 
death. 

The book provided ideas that are not found in 
Arabic tales and had enriched her knowledged a 
great deal, said Catherine. 

Indeed, the little girl’s answer raised the question 
of literary writings for children in the Arab World. It 
is to be admitted that children’s literature is often 
supplied by writers who are not specialised in 
children’s literature but rather by men of letters who 
tried but failed to become novelists and narrators and 
have chosen to write for children something which 
normally escapes criticism and security on serious 
evaluation by specialists. 

Nuna Zreiqat, who currently supervises a pilot 
project for the “Arab child book” in Stockholm, 
Sweden, asked: “ How can a writer who had missed a 
happy childhood life write for children?” 

“Childhood in the Arab countries is shameful 


indeed,” said Mrs. Zreiqat who related numerous 
examples of children turning adults at an early age 
because they are often cared for by a widow or 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

because they come from large families where chil- 
dren’s needs are often neglected or improperly 
responded to. 

Mrs. Zreiqat cited her own life as an example, 
explaining that she herself was /breed to do the 
housework at the early age of seven. 

Childh ood in Mrs. Zreiqat’s view, is a mixture of 
trouble-making and innocent child behaviour. 

“ But these are taboo in the Arab World. We bring 
up our children expecting from them blind obedience 
to adults who practice dictatorial powers on children. 
Hence we do not expect someone who himself 
underwent such oppression as a child to produce 
something positive for the children when he grows 
up,” Mrs. Zreiqat said. 

She said there is no ready-made recipe for literary 
writing for children, noting that such subject cannot 
be tackled without preparation but rather ample and 
thorough and specialised academic study. 

“ Some universities have already started awarding 
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of the tnuxsbtad childrmn*s books on dSspimy in Sweden 



In town 


When Akher Kbabar is forced to stop the presses, a 
financially strapped Sawt A1 Shaab is looking for a 
bail -out, and AI Aswaq is seeking to expand its 
circulation westward, powerful individuals as well as 
power centres such as banks and industries smell 
opportunity. What better way is there to acquire 
influence in the media than to own a newspaper? 

According to Editor-in-Chief Bassim Sakijha, the 
troubles at Akher Khabar, which went out of 
circulation more than a month ago having been in the 
market as a tabloid evening daily for several months 

■ before, were executive. “We had differences with the 

paper's chairman. Asaad Abdul Rahman,” Sakijha 
said without elaborating. "But we have established a 
new company . excluding some of the previous 
shareholders . and we are going to reprint within two 
weeks,” he promised. * 

Sakijha said his newspaper has been able to raise 
new capital of around JD 700,000, primarily through 
the Amman Bank for Investments, run by Maher 
Sbukri and Hani Qaqish. He said that judging from 
the previous experience, he believes the new capital 

■ will suffice to restart the paper particularly since the 
copies are printed at the Jordan Press Foundation 
(AI Ra’i and Jordan Times) saving the company the 
expense of purchasing a printing press. 

Sakijha said , he expects the colour-illustrated 
■evening daily, with a circulation he put at about 
15,000 , will increase its readership. “We are on 
computer system which aiiows us to use a modem to 
'print in the' West Bank via an office in Ramallab , ” he. 
said in talking about expansion plans. 

Asked to comment. Dr. Abdul Rahman , who until 
its liquidation was board chairman of the Akher 
Khabar public corporation (which is a different entity 
from the Akher Khabar Foundation, a private 
venture owned by Sakijha ), said: "I would have 
preferred not to respond to Mr. Sakijha’s untruthful 
statement , simply because he was not even an eligible 
shareholder, but since be insists on opening oia 
wounds, I feel I must speak out. ” 

"Yes there were differences,” Dr. Abdul Rahman 
confirmed, "not onlv with me as the chairman, but 
with the majority of the members of the board and 
the majority of the shareholders who supported me. 
It was these shareholders who elected us to g?r baefr 
JD 390,000 of their money illegally confiscated by the 
l Amman JBanJk for Investment.” According to Dr. 
Abdul Rahman , " some of the founders of the 
would-be company felt they were unvwftmgjy lured 
into a questionable scheme, " and w'h^n that 
discovered . they “sought a free and amiable " 

tion of the company so that everyone tus 

money back plus some bank interest. He ad 
"it was thanks to the positive efforts exerted by 
Minister of Industry Rima Khalaf. Governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan Mohammad ^d Nabrin, as 
well as the positive attitude of Dr. Shukn (which led 
to the bank'sdecision to return our money) that we 

^He 5 ^ 5 ^ majority of the board under my 
leadership managed to get back what £ 

taJten of our company's tnoney and ^nsequai^ 
fulfilled the boards promise to the 
shareholders. All of these facts. srilfcADd 
Rahman, “were included in the report submitted by 


™ 

the majority of the members of the board in front of 
84 per cent of the total number of shareholders at an 
extraordinary meeting called on Nov. 21.” He said 
that the meeting was recorded on video cassette and 
added that “should there be any new ties about this 
company, I shall then resort to full disclosure 
supported with the necessary official documents. ” 
Dr. Abdul Rahman concluded by saying, “as to 
Mr. Sakijha’s efforts to republish his newspaper, 1 
cannot bur wish him the best.” 

Across Press Street, Chairman of the Board of AI 
Aswaq daily Sufian Sartawi said that at his newspap- 
er there was some share trading activity within the 
company proper, but talk of large investments by 
private businesspersons was at this stage just that — 
talk. Sartawi who is also general manager of Jordan - 
Xu wait Bank admitted, though , that “the picture is 
still unclear. ” He said be expects that any possible 
new purchases of shares from outside the newspaper 
will be settled very soon , To the question of the 
likelihood of the paper’s expansion, he said: “Of 
course, and we will make more investments , ” such as 
the purchase of a new press , which would free the 
company from printing at the Sawt AI Shaab press. 
Sartawi also confirmed that the paper plans to start 
distribution in the West Bank as well. 

In the midst of the country’s economic restructur- 
ing programme designed by International Monetary 
Fund experts who frown upon state-owned enter- 
prises , Sawt AI Shaab Chairman Abdul Hay Majali 
confirmed that an offer has been made to buy the 64 
per cent government-share in the newspaper. But, 
happy with the new management of the paper and 
confident that both it and the paper’s profitable 
high-tech printing press service can “ slowly work 
their way to success, ” Majali said that be has called a 
shareholders meeting today (Thursday) at 5:00 p.m. 
at which be intends to put the sale of the newspaper 
to a vote. According to Majali the problem with the 
enterprise is that the government annually changes 
the composition of the board of directors. He said he 
Wrote to Minister of Finance Sami Gammoh on the 
need to increase the paper's capital from JD 2 million 
to JD 3.5 million, “but the government wants to sell 
the company.” Majali, who is the brother of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali and Lower House 
Deputy Abdul Hadi Majali, said he hopes the 
shareholders will prefer not to sell. He said be is 
optimistic about the company’s future because with 
extra capital, his newspaper can have a lucrative 
printing service that accommodates the needs of 
publications such as AJ Bilad, AI Sabeel, Al Abed, 
AI Jamabir and Al Aswaq , plus a JD 2 million 
government contract to produce the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) telephone directory for 
1995. 

Hr fr tir -hr fr 


A QUESTION OF OAJUTY: There are other 
ways , of course, to attempt to influence — issue a 
statement. That is what Bah jar Abu Gharbiyeb, the 
chair man of a group which calls itself the Jordanian 
Arab Popular Committee for the Confrontation of 
the Surrender and Normalisation treaties, did. IBs 
group’s statement may be seen by some as a last-ditch 
effort to combat a fait accompli. Nevertheless, in it 
Mr. Abu Gharbiyeh , a respected veteran of the 1936 
uprising, urges various newspapers, the Jordan 
limes included, “not to accept advertisements prom- 


post-graduate degrees for child literary writing but 
unfortunately in the Arab World students of educa- 
tion and psychology study mere theories that are far 
from reality and have nothing to do with childhood, ” 
Mrs. Zreiqat said. 

In examining successful world children’s books we 
find that they are so popular among children because 
they are illustrated with colour sketches and pictures 
which help to convey the message of the story to the 
child. 

For religious or historic reasons sketching and 
drawing in Arab World Books have not been 
developed and often one finds the features of a 
person’s face blurred. Expressions on the face of 
characters are important elements which reflect the 
sentiments and feelings and therefore they contribute 
to the story’s success. 

Mrs. Zreiqat does not agree with the idea that the 
world chil dren’s literature does not suit Arab chil- 
dren because of differences in social and cultural 
environment. “We believe in the existence of a 
universal child — that is we bdkve that children. have 
so much in common which have priority over econo- 
mic, ethnic, social and other considerations.” 

“All children share the need and desire for 
affection, tenderness and giving; and they all need to 
see their personal! ties respected and their individual 
ideas considered , Mrs. Zreiqat said. 

She noted that each age group of children has its 
own needs, and is impressed by certain types of 
drawings and sketches and by certain terms and 
language. 

She insisted that even at the childhood level 
children ’s books should consecrate and teach classic- 
al Arabic so that children’s language skills can be 
developed from the early age. 

Mrs. Zreiqat blamed the common and colloquial 
Egyptian dialect used in theatre and the movies for 
the damage done to the Arabic language. 

“ Had the Egyptian plays and movies been pre- 
sented in classical Arabic since the 1930s , the Arab 
children and adults watching them today would all be 
using classical Arabic Mrs. Zreiqat said, noting 
that the Egyptian culture and arts have had their 
overwhelming influence on all Arab countries. 

“ Language is an integral part of the national 
identity and therefore due care ought to be given to 
it,” she stressed. 

In Sweden a country of eight million people , a 
language academy controls and monitors the lan- 
guage as well as all translations and entries from 
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Mama Zrekgat 

other languages, ” Mrs. Zreiqat noted. 

She suggested that since their early childhood, 
boys and girls should be taught to read literary texts 
in classical Arabic, a practice which would soon be 
transmitted to the children's every day language. 

“The responsibility lies with those in charge of 
imparting culture and language to the children in the 
Arab countries. These officials bold positions in 
information and cultural departments who more 
often than not have no real respect for the book and 
who regrettably are not concerned about child 
literature, ” Mrs. Zreiqat said. 

Mrs. Zreiqat, a Jordanian living in Sweden, has 
founded a non profit centre there where she has been 
translating a great number of children’s books into 
Arabic in cooperation with other expatriate Jorda- 
nian writers. 
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oting dealings with the Zionist enemy in various 
fields based on the national popular view. ” But when 
he goes on to say that the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA),“ has issued a dear statement against norma- 
lising relations with the Zionist enemy in conformity 
with the stand of our people against everything that is 
Zionist” the JPA , without commenting, simply refer- 
red us to its Aug. 17, 1994 statement, the clarity of 
which is disputed to date. That statement said the 
JPA respects all laws of the boycott of Israel until the 
total liberation of Arab lands. But it also said that 
JPA members should cover news and attend confer- 
ences and meetings (presumably involving Israel or 
Israelis,) that are open and declared in advance. 

ri’ Hr Hr Hr Hr 

ANOTHER STATEMENT: Meanwhile, JPA 
President Suleiman Qudab issued a statement to 
members informing them that the Ministry ofCuiture 
would contribute to the financial obstacle to getting 
journalists’ works published by annually allocating 
three of its own publications to support the literal and 
intellectual work of JPA members. That could be a 
solution to the situation brought up by one JPA 
member, who was not authorised to speak on behalf 
of the assodation . ar a JPA meeting with the Qatari 
Minister of Information and Culture who had just 
concluded a week-long visit to the Kingdom. Just as 
the meeting was about to come to a successful dose, 
and to the sudden discomfiture of Qudab , one JPA 
member stood and appealed to the visiting minister 
for assistance (presumably finandal) for the cash- 
strapped assodation. Although Qudah stepped in to 
rescue the hour and turn a certain embarrassment 
into a “never you mind him ” ending , it may be that 
striking up this deal with the Ministry of Culture here 
would work to deter any further such supplications. 

He A Hr & H* 


AN EYE FOR QUALITY: If experience is the 
best teacher , merchants could learn much from tour 
guides, particularly in the nascent arena of Israel: 
tourism to the Kingdom. One such guide, and still a 
novice , told the Jordan Times that he was hired 
privately by an Israeli couple in their early 40s to 
show them some of the Kingdom's andent sites and 
help them get in a little shopping. As it turned out , 
their shopping spree in Irbid and Amman came to a 
rounded off total of JD 1.000 in clothing purchases. 
According to the young tour guide. Mohammad 
Kheir, the couple took their time searching for 
“quality at a good price.” He said they found the 
prices ofdothingbere (including Jordanian manufac- 
tured and imported items) were considerably lower 
than in Israel. 

Not interested in oriental souvenirs , unless they 
are particular to Jordan and cannot be found west of 
the Jordan River, the couple, who admitted to 
Mohammad that they were initially somewhat wary 
of how they would be received in Jordan, said they 
were delighted with their “ bargain ” trip. Arranged 
by Al Afifi Tours, one of Jordan’s oldest travel 
a’gendes which used to operate a bus service from Tel 
Aviv to Amman and Irbid prior to 1948, the five-day , 
four-night package including round-trip bus trans- 
portation (Israel-Jordan) and 4 nights accommoda- 
tion with breakfast at the Forte Grand Hotel came to 
but $270 per person, according to the couple . 

Fears dissipated, the couple , who did bring along 
one of those handy electric heating coils to make 
instant coffee, felt free to complain about the food at 
a Jerasb restaurant (name was lost on them ), but said 
their gastronomic experience at Amman’s Reema AI 
Bawadi Restaurant saved the trip. The tour guide 
said the couple confided in him that if the food was to 
be anything like the meal they ate in Jerasb , they 
were prepared to cancel their trip. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 
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The IBM and the Mac 


A pain in the a 



episode 3 


By Jean-Claudo Elias 


Tbe comparison between tbe IBM-compatible and 
the Apple Macintosh computers continues un- 
abated. It is interesting to note that most of the time , 
the criticism goes from Mac fanatics to IBM lovers 
and not the other way round. The latter usually claim 
that the first have developed a superiority complex. 
The reason , probably, is the following: While the 
Mac is produced by just one company , Apple , tens 
(or is it now hundreds?) of manufacturers make 
IBM-compatible PCs. Apple users therefore feel 
they have to defend themselves more aggressively. 
The Mac market share , world-wide , is 20 per cent 
approximately. 

The launching earlier this year of the Power Mac 
that lets operators run both Microsoft DOS, i.e. the 
IBM system, and Apple operating systems , has not 
made much progress in uniting the contenders. 
Intended to allow computer users to benefit horn 
both designs, it still runs the DOS in an “ emulation 
mode ” that is to say in a simulated way. In plain 
English, this means that it does it very slowly, much’ 
slower than an original IBM-compatible hardware 
would. 

Browsing through recent British and American 
specialised publications , one can notice that the 
i Mac versus IBM* criticism focuses on the assess- 
ment that the IBM has, by design, very poor sound 
and music capabilities and that its Windows operat- 
ing system is but a pale, reduced, crippled copy of the 
Mac’s original concept . The “IBM versus Mac” point 
is that the Macintosh high price tag is not always 
justified and one would be stuck with just one 
supplier who will dictate his pricing conditions for 
future options and upgrades. 

In the meantime and while users , specialists and 
manufacturers discuss the issue, a host of medium 
size manufacturers are selling several additions and 
upgrades for the IBM-compatible machine , in view 
of bringing it closer , technically speaking , to tbe 
Mac. Naturally these additions mainly aim at giving 
the IBM better sound possibilities and faster Win- 
dows, while swelling their manufacturers’ profit. 

For appetizers, one can choose horn a wide palette 
of “ Windows Accelerators. ” These are small electro- 
nic cards one can insert in the empty slots of a PC 


chip talk 



cabinet. They usually replace the standard display 
adaptor (screen controller circuit) that comes with 
the machine. Once fitted with such a card, the PC can 
run Windows much faster. The drawings and all the 
software that works in graphic mode (all Windows- 
based programmes) benefit tremendously horn such 
a boost. While the Mac was originally designed as a 
graphic system, the IBM started as a text-based 
computer, hence its relative handicap in running 
graphic applications. 

The second set of add-ons for the IBM is the very 
popular sound card. From Sound Blaster to Sound 
Galaxy and Turtle Beach (note how exotic the 
names), put one in your compatible PC and watch it 
play realistic music. Recently a dozen companies 
have joined the above mentioned three in designing 
sound cards. Playing games that sing, talk, or 
composing multi-track instrumental music with sym- 
phonic complexity is not the monopoly of the Mac 
anymore. 

Here again, some will say that add-ons that make 
■ up for congenital weaknesses will never be like the 
real, original thoroughbred. Others will say that , on 
■the contrary , they are very practical and allow for 
greater flexibility. That’s democracy in the informa- 
tion technology world. 

Whatever the technical arguments in favour or 
against one system , one thing is certain: Mac users 
think it’s the absolute machine and IBM users swear 
they would never trade their computer for a Mac. 
That should be enough indication that , notwithstand- 
ing the differences, both systems allow us to do the 
same work and reach the same goal , even though the 
scenery along the way of the average driving speed 
may slightly vary. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A . Shuqair 


STRANGE BI T TRUE 

ft During his normal life, man breathes 470.000.000 
times, moves his eyelids 330.000,000 times and 
— constricts- his ringers 250.000.000 times. 

if ft Hr 

ft An Indian whistled continuously for 45 hours and 
twenty minutes. ■ 

ft ft Hr 

ft In England, a law was promulgated in 1S65 
limiting the speed of vehicles run by steam to 4 
mph. 

ft ft ft 

m 

ft The White ant queen continues to live until it 
reaches the age of 50. 

ft ft ft 

ft An Australian typist could type the numbers 
beginning from 1 to 370.000 on 14,500 papers with 
a month. 

ft ft ft 

ft An Indian succeeded in learning by heart the first 
31.811 numbers included in the logarithmic table. 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

At the Hotel 

— At which hotel are you going to stay? 

Fee ayy fondok tanwil iqama? 

— 1 haven't decided yet. Lam oqarrir hattal'aan 

— Which is the best hotel you recommend? 

Ayy fondoq toosi behi? 

— I think the Summit is the best. 

Atakid anna fondok Summit howal-afdal. 

— How long do you intend to stay? 

Karo al-modda aJUati tanwi iqamataha? 

— Your passport, please. Jawaz safarek, min fadlek. 

— Here you are. Ha howa 

— Room No. 60. This the key. You’re welcome in 
Jordan. 

Ghorfa rakam sit’ teen. Haza howal-miftah. Marha- 

ban beka fil-ordon. 
— Thank you very much. Shukran jazeelan. 

— What about the luggage? 

Wamaza bekhosoos al-amte’a? 

— The lift-operator will take it up. 

Sawfa ya'khozoha aamU al-rais'ad ela a 7 la. 

— Is there a telephone in the room ? 

Hal yoojad hatif fil-ghorfa, 

— It’s well equipped with everything. 

lnnaha muzawwada bekolli staayy. 

TIME FOR FUN 

ft THE HOTEL MANAGER was greatly sur- 
prised when John Rockfeiler. the famous American 
millionaire, asked him to reserve the cheapest room 
in the hotel for him. 

"But vour son, sir. rents the most luxurious rooms 
when he stays here." said the manager in apparent 
gloominess. 

"My son. has a wealthy father, but I have not." 
answered the millionaire in a broad, quiet smile. 

ft ft ft 

ft VICTOR HUGO . one of the most prominent 
figures in French literature, was once invited to have 


supper with a French family with whom he had 
recently made acquaintance. 

Such a strange appetite did the man have that the 
housewife felt thunderstruck, and congratulated him 
for that. 

Hugo was so embarrassed that he could tactfully 
get nd of his embarrassment by saying . "Had 1 
known vou before, madam. I would have had greater 

* W 

appetite. " 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

J. Freon is associated with... 
a- treatment 
b- refrigerators 
c- nuclear explosion 
d- television 

2. Name the currency of Norway. 

a- Krone 
b- Escudo 
c- Lek 
d- Peso 

3. Radon is... 

a- a tire extinguisher 
b- a nobel gas 
c- a detergent 
d- an explosive 

4. Basketball was first played in... 

a- Spain 
b- South Africa 
c- Burma 
d- USA 

5. Eudiometer is an instrument... 

a- used in aircraft to determine the heighr. 
b- for continuous recording of atmospheric 
pressure. 

c- employed to measure heart beat, 
d- for measuring volume changes in chemical 
reactions involving gases. 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

DA WN: A clear sunny da wn predicts some splendid 
new opportunity on your horizon, but a 
gray or rainy dawn suggests some trials to 
be overcome. 

■ft ft ft 

DARKNESS: Be prepared for a setback; however, 

if you managed ro grope your way to 
the tight, you will achieve great suc- 
cess. 7 f you were walking in the dark, 
you will recover something you had 
given up for lost. 

☆ ft ft 

DEATH: If you dreamt of being dead yourself . ; ir 
indicates an approaching re/ease from all 
your worries and/or a recovery from ill- 
ness. If you spoke with someone who is 
dead, you will soon hear very good news. 
To dream of a death frequently signifies 
news of a birth. To be aware of a dead 
person you cannot identify portends an 
inheritance which may not be personal but 
could be indirectly beneficial. 

PERPLEXITIES 

Word Hunt 

At least 1 7 words of four letters or more can be 
formed from the word PRAISE. 

How many can you find? 

1 2 3 4 5 <5 7 ...... 

8 9 10. 11 12. 13. 14 

15. 16 17. 


By Samor Ghaloh Baga oon 

Bill Gates, founder of the computer software giant, 
Microsoft, has a vision of the future, of a computer 
community , the Net , the open electronic system that 
covers the world. On-line information services con- 
sist of powerful computers with vast banks of data 
that can be tapped into by anyone with a home 
computer, a telephone line and a “modem. ” Mod- 
ems are little boxes that allow a computer to send and 
receive signals down the line. Gates also has a vision 
of the future of art 

Gate’s newest company is to make many of tbe 
world’s greatest works of art available on the 
information highway. He proposes to take away the 
need for visiting museums, to make the labels (the 
tiny labels next to paintings) all-talking, all-moving. 
And at the same time to refer the user to other 
material. To do this. Gates has set up a private 
company. Continuum , and has bought die licensing 
rights to hundreds of thousands of images , from a 
number of world-famous museums including tbe 
National Gallery in London , the Barnes Collection in 
America and the State Russian Museum , as well as 
from scores of individuals photographers, historical 
archives and private collections. 

The images w3J be available to all those with 
CD -Rom drives, schools, universities and colleges , 


newspapers, magazines and individuals. The way 
millions of people look at art will be changed. The 
student writing an essay on Matisse will also be fold 
that Continuum has a photograph of the artist, and _ 
information about the period in which he bved. ■ 
The staff at Continuum have already joined forces 
with an American audio-guide producer to devise a 
portable CD-Rom guide of all of a museum's 
exhibits. Every visitor would be able to Aw a. 
Walkm* n-Ii k e m achinc with a CD-Rom auo spar of: 
headphones on it. Unlike normal cassette guides it i$ 
nonsequential and can store hundreds of hours of 
sound. These guides can be switched on instantly to 
describe any exhibit, with the descriptions in many 
cases enhanced by sound effects and music.. 

It remains to be seen whether digitised images 
would encourage or discourage young people from 

visiting art galleries. - 

Continuum envisages that the demand that wffl 
come from CD-Rom. then on-line publishing, then 
home and business computers, is only tbe fust strand 
of their business. The second strand is pnxiud 
development , producing themed topics for reference 
and entertainment. There will, for example . be an-- 
Africa database, with paintings . sculpture , photo- 
graphs and historical material, all digitised . There 
might also be an electronic travel guide since you 
co u ld include far more pictures than in a convention- 
al book. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, Dec. 1 

733 N.B.A. 

8:30 Road To Aronlea 
9:10 Tequila And Bonetti 
Brooklyn And The Beast 

Bonetti is taken into custody after he falls victim to a 
conspiracy which aims at digging up his past records. 

10:00 News In English 

10220 Feature Film — The Hearst And Davies Affair 

Starring: Robert Mitchum & Virginia Madsen 

The story of a wealthy businessman who develops a 
strong love affair with a charming dancer. When the 
wheel of fortune throws him to get shackled in the 
chains of bankruptcy and debt, love rises to be his 
only saviour. 

12:00 The Inve&igator 

mm ■ 

i ■ "Cop Conny . 


8:00 The Phantom Horsemen 

A boy flees the British soldiers who have imprisoned 
his mother and decides to hide in the wood where he 
gains many allies. 

8:30 Quantum Leap 
9:10 Galactica 

Space Groppers 


j • • i • ■ 


A gang of smugglers is pursued by the police after 
being charged with stealing valuable antiquities. 

Friday, Dec. 2 

730 Hollywood Stuntmakers 
&O0 African Skies 

8 -30 You Bet Your Life 
9:00 P.M. ’ Magazine 
9:30 Heart Of Courage 

A man along with his wife and little son is rescued 
after bis house flooded. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Blanche 

Blanche leaves to Montreal where she decides to 
pursue her higher studies. 


Never Tbe Twain 


After the mother refuses him as a suitable husband 
for her daughter , Oliver is left with no other choice 
but to kidnap his bride. 

f Dec. 3 ■ 

7:30 Harry And The Hendersons 
8:00 Combating AIDS 

m 

830 Quantum Leap 

Killing Time 

Sam travels back in time to assume the character of a 
killer who holds a mother and her daughter hostage. 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

The Return Of Preston Giles 

A man who runs a big publishing house is arrested 
and taken to prison after being charged with murder. 

10:00 News In E ng li s h 

10:20 Feature Film — Fire Storm 

Starring: Levan Burton & Clay Bourgh 

A considerable loss in lives and property occurs after 
a big fire breaks out in Oakland. 

12:00 Major Dad 

Major Dad decides to marry off a lady who causes 
considerable chaos in tbe navy headquarters. 


The people of Galactica face a lot of trouble on Earth , 
after their space farms get completely annihilated. 

lOdX) News In English 

10:20 Scarlett 

l 

Scarlett decides to leave to London where her entire 
life tumbles over in an atmosphere of moral corrupt, 
don and destructive wickedness. 

1130 International Ballet 

■ « 1 

Monday, Doc. 5 

■ 

7-30 Black Beautv * 

■ % ‘ * X 

m m m 

8:00 Boogies Diner 
8:30 Quantum Leap 

9:15 Shades Of L.A. 

The Wrong Man 

Detective Michael, aided by an apparition, saves a 
man from capital punishment after he is itiistakenly 
apprehended. . 2. 

10:00 News In English 

* -m 

10:20 Headhunters 

■ ■ m m 

Tuesday, Doc. 6 

7: 30 The F.B.L: The Untold Stories 
8:00 World Echo 
830 Quantum Leap 
9:10 Cracking The Code 

■ 

lOrtO News In English 

10:20 The House Of Eliott 

Dame! accepts a scholarship to study painting in 
Pans. Eve, his new wife, decides ro accompany htm K 

11:10 Fly By Night 

m rn 

Point Of No Return 

i 

■" ‘° protect a tench prince from 

conspirators planning to overthrow his regime. 


Sunday, Doc. 4 

730 McBtde’s Navy 


7:30 Coach 

8:00 Life In The Freezer 
8:30 Quantum Leap 
(Cont. of Tuesday's episode) 

9:10 Law And Order 

Wedded Bliss 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 Snowy Hirer 

Savage Land 

°° opet -*» a, 

lI: *° Coming Of Age 


crooked^ 
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Mush minus Mush 


Kuwait tunes in to romance 








^Ar 


:v’ ^ William MacLean 

Reuter 

k 

Ki/WATT «— Bad Boy 
wa n« ito/yivejicss from 
Nabeda. Ahmad wishes 
^Cupcake a happy 
„ anniversary. Secret 

- Admirer would like Bad - 

to /mow he cares. 

V : A new English- 

• language radio station is 
- ' talung Kuwait’s lovesick 
\ -youth by storm with a 

- ‘ show on which 

^sweethearts dedicate 
: ; ' songs and call to discuss 
... hot topics like arranged 

.1 ■ marriage. 

,’rj The 2-tt hour Monday 
everting Loveline is a bold 
■\ ^p 1 for this conservative 
~, r ^ society where many mar- 
]’ -j nagts are arranged and 
' • :• ujuuperrased contact be- 


fween unrelated boys and 

girls is rare. 

The show may also be 
heard in many Gulf states, 
including ultra- 
conservative Saudi Ara- 
bia, and regularly takes 
calls and dedications from 
listeners in these neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Kuwaiti youngsters who 
once relied on stealth to 
communicate with 
sweethearts now simply 
call the state-owned su- 
perstation on FM 99. 7 and 
dedicate a song. 

The lovelorn can bare 
their souls about the cruel- 
ty of separation or paren- 
tal intolerance to sym-j 
pathetic, American -I 
accented presenter Talaj 

A1 Yagout. 7 


One luch is Abdul 
Hadi, veto speaks like a 
New Yfker and believes 
others pruld learn from 
his sal story. 

“/ n ade a mistake once, 
and ifrould like to share it 
witbfou. Once there was 
the Aosf beautiful girl in 
theporld and I just let a 
chafce go away because of 
mvmmature actions , " be 
top Yagout. 

tl’d just like to say I'm 
shy and please never 
irget me. And I don't 
how how to say this , but 
jf I bad another chance to 
talk to her I would be 
j grateful . ” 

Yagout, touching on his 
favourite theme, replies: 
“But Hadi , good things 
come along only once in 
life, and maybe you mis- 


sed your chartce. So I 
-agree with you , love 
should not to be fooled 
around with. Love is no 
game. ” 

The need for discretion 
and a measure of decorum 
means the Loveline is. no 
carbon copy of a Western 
rock station. 

Callers mostly respect 
the first-names-only policy 
when making dedications 
— cute nicknames are 
often used — and general- 
ly language is modest. 

Teenagers send dedica- 
tions to parents and some- 
tunes beg forgiveness for 
acts of naughtiness. Hus- 
bands send glowing tri- 
butes to wives. Teenagers 
profess traditional values. 

“If my parents disagree 
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Middle-aged! Japanese men 

urged ti get a life 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
workaholic middle-aged 
men should get out of the 
■ •; office and get a life , the 
. - ^ 'government has recom- 
K 'oended. 

In its annual review of 
* he country’s lifestyles , 
the Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) said 
jpanrrr men were short 
pfefcure time and friends 
jutside the workplace , 
s . .jnd bad ignored their 
. . - ' Emili es for far too long. 
’* u Wd are working on im- 
jroving the conditions, 
iut it’s up to each indi- 
vidual to End life outside 
vork, ” Makoto Kondo, 
..... hrector of the EPA ’s So- 
1 ;yal Research Division , 
' ; ‘oW a briefing on the re- 
»rf. 

If they do not learn to 
‘jajoy life outside com- 
pany circles, the baby- 
^ xxxnas, now mostly in 
heir 40s, will face a major 






Urns far tojo Song 

sacrifice themselves for 
their companies and for 
the sake of Japan’s high 
economic growth, the re- 
port said. 

The EPA’s annual re- 


hava ignormd thmir fami- 


rcrsonal crisis by the time^ -port also focused on the 
bey reach retirement , problems Japan frees as 
ir. Kondo said. & \its society ages rapidly. 

Manv retired men. the ' It said that while the 


k V s 




* **»■ 




fF fir >0 u 






» i 


e ^ i* 


* v • *i 


< m r ■: *• * 




1 1* 


Many retired men, the 
PA report said , become 
hat is popularly known 
s ‘Vet autumn leaves” of 
ie “me-too tribe”. 

They earn the name be- 
i use they tend to cling 
ke damp, dead leaves to 
mre independent family 
members, especially their 
ives. They beg to join 
imily activities they have 
eglected for years for 
jar of being left alone at 
ome. 

Most of these men 
tarted working in the ear- 
v 1970s, when Japan was 
tying to catch up with the 
Vest. 

They were taught to 


It said that while the 
situation may not be as 
pressing nor as acute as 
that in some European 
countries, the consequ- 
ences may be just a< 
daunting. 

Because of the world ’l 
longest average life expect 
fancy, Japan will becomf 
the oldest industrial nJ 
tion by the turn of tlj 
century, according to Uh 
ited Nations forecasts. 

By the year 2040 , te 
United Nations prediJs . 
Japan will have twicoas 
many senior citizens t it 
does today. Currentll 14 
per cent of the Japaese 
population is 65 or <jder. 


The ratio of taxpapers 
supporting pensioners is 
expected to drop to two to 
one by 2040 from a round 
six to one now. 

Japanese women can on 
avenge expect to live un- 
til the age of 32.51. Men 
have, a life expectancy of 
76.25, Health and Welfare 
Ministry data show. 

The EPA paper says 
there is room for improve- 
ment in Japan’s social ser- 
vices and employment 
facilities for retired 
citizens. But the govern- 
ment’s main goal , it stres- 
ses, is to help old people 
“Zi ve independence and 
fulfillin g lives.” 

", Men who had scant 
interests outside work lose 
their raison d’etre at re- 
tirement,” said Micbiko 
Mukuno, a researcher at a 
semi-private body for the 
aged. 

“ Some aggravate latent 
marital problems and 


most are prone to disre- 
gard their health,” said 
Ms. Mukuno of the 
Foundation of Senior Life 
Enrichment. 

According to the found- 
nation, 47.8 per cent of 
some' 1,000 working 
middle-aged men polled 
said they felt their lives 
were fulfilled only when 
they were engrossed in 
work. 

Only 5.5 per cent of 
respondents said they felt 
the same way when spend- 
ing time with their fami- 
nes. 

“Once they become wet 
autumn /eaves, they are 
not likely to change, ” Mis. 
Mukuno said. “ Middle- 
aged men should get out 
of the office, develop hob- 
bies, perhaps go to night 
classes, or enroll in volun-. 
teer organisations while 
they are still active mem- 
bers of the society, ” she 
added. 


Lazy Japanese men blamed 

for falling birth rate 
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rOKYO (R) — Going 
orth to multiply with a 
oafer who never helps 
‘Qund the house is such a 
*sma/ prospect for 
Japanese women that they 
ire staying single, de- 
fying marriage and bring- 
ing down the nation’s 
- birth rare. 

Working women, the 
po vemm ent’s Econom ic 
flanning Agency (EPA) 
sa id, are loath to marry 
tile stereotypical male 
whose role is little more 
than bringing home the 
paycheck. 

In its annual report on 
the national lifestyle, the 
agency said that' to im- 
prove their shoddy image. 
lapanese men 'should 
learn to participate more 
around the house and 
especially in their chil- 
dren’s education. 

The report , which fo- 
cuses on the causes, trends 
and problems of Japan 's 
jfiping population, cites 
9/fSP^niaees and the in- 
WjWfc ig number of single 
Pjjpfe as the main causes 
behind the relentless drop 
the nation's birth rate. 
K Whi/e a typical 
Alpanese woman in 1993 
$*ve birth to 1.46 children 
® her lifetime, in 1970 this 
’feure was 2.13, according 
t0 the Ministry of Wel- 


fare. In 2025 f e figure 
will rise only lightly to 
1.8 , the minisw said. 

Women , hojever. now 
many on av&ge at the 
age of 26. 1. tcording to 
the EPA. I 1955. the 
average age vas 23. S. 

The figure are particu- 
larly woriyiij for the gov- 
ernment, wich is con- 
cemed 3 b<ft the rapid 
greying of Jpanese socie- 
rv and thebdverse effect 
this is hajng on public 
finances. 

But forfapanese men, 
old habitsbuld be hard to 
break. Atother recent 
govemmt ft survey said 
85. 8 per :enf . including 
unmarrie men. have nev- 
er lifted finger to help 
with hou ‘Mold chores. 

Similar sune_vs m the 
U.s. anc Britain showed 
that 37.9bd 31.7 per cent 

\of men. fspectively , were 

as uncojperative. 

Whil/average Japanese 
w orkirL women pur in ab- 
out see* 1 hours of office 
workfer day against four 
hourbf housework, their 
malJ counterparts are. 
Uke! to work 10.5 hours 
andspend less than haif- 
an pur around the house. 

thlEPA said. . 

hie traditional view 
ritt a woman should be 


married at the latest by 
the age of 24 has also 
eroded. 

Though women past 
that age are still some- 
times called “ Christmas 
cakes” — because they 
are past their “sell- by 
date ” of the 25th — the 
stigma is weakening. 

“Women, since the late 
seventies, have idealised 
being free and singie for as 
long as possible, and that 
ideal is as strong as ever , " 
Yoriko Madoka. lawmak- 
er and author of a number 
of boohs on women’s 
issues, told Reuters. 

“Women, especially 
those with working experi- 
ence. are disillusioned 
with the kind of marriage 
common in Japan, where 
they are stuck at home 
bringing up the children 
and doing the housework 
while their husbands are 
out most of the time, ” she 
said. “ Many young 
women nish to avoid this 
kind of marriage. ” 

But the ideal is often 
overshadowed by reality . . 

“The reality in Japan is 
that the culture and in- 
stitutions — legal . health 
care , and tax systems — 
are still heavily in favour 
of married couples. ” Ms. 
Madoka said. 


“Women, though 
powerful in their roles as 
house wi ves , are • still . 
socially the weaker sex.” 
she said. “In the end. all 
(of them) tie the knot.” 

Women are especially 
cautious about being stuck 
in an unwanted union, 
given the lingering taboo 
still surrounding the con- 
cept of divorce in Japan. 

“There’s been a certain 
breakdown in the raboo, 
because fifteen years ago a 
woman would not dare 
even mention casually that' 
she had divorced Ms. 
Madoka said. 

But an older Japanese 
wife would still prefer to 
wait for widowhood rather 
than divorce a distanced 
husband , because too 
many social and institu- 
tional biases work against 
older, divorced and work- 
ing women, she said. 

“Most divorcees these 
days are young women in 
their 20s and 30s — those 
who can still find jobs and 
are less likely to have chil- 
dren to take care of. ” she 
added. 

According to the latest 
divorce registers at the 
Health Ministry. 188,297 
couples cur the knot in 
1993 . nearly double the 
number in 1975. 


with me about the one 1 
love, I won’t get married 
to him because that will 
make some problems in 
the family , " declared a 
caller named Munira. 

But the general im- 
pression is deddely West- 
ern, and the station laun- 
ched in August and its 
Kuwaiti presenters, have 
also won a big following 
among Western troops 
who deployed here last 
month amid heightened 
tension with Iraq. 

“We forget we're in 
Kuwait,” Yagout , who is 
also station manager, toid 
Reuters. “We think we’re 
in the U.S. or Europe. 
Hie station has opened 
the door and taken people 
outside. ” 

“The loveline is my per- 


sonal shoik. I try to direct 

the callers in the right path 

from my experience, ” said 

Yagout, a U.S.-educated 

former oil executive. 

■ 

“I want people to think 
deeply about the consequ- 
ences of a relationship... 
broken hearts, marriage, 
and divorce — hopefully 
with time we’ll have a 
psychologist sitting in on 
the programme to talk ab- 
out these issues, ” Yagout 
said. 

■The station as a whole , 
with its round-the-clock 
diet of Western pop. reg- 
gae and rap and its 
English-language policy 
for both Dist Jockeys and 
callers, reminds Kuwaitis 
educated in the West of 
freer, more carefree times 


when they were studying 
out of reach of strict pa- 
rents and nosy siblings. 

Calls come in from as 
far away as the United 
States and Europe during 
a number of programmes 
the station broadcasts in- 
ternationally for Kuwaitis 
studying overseas. 

The station’s target 
market is 17 to 30-year- 
olds — the group that 
until August often had to 
devise elaborate srra- 
t age ms to communicate 
with the opposite sex. 
Some still do. 

.Some teenagers hang 
around supermarkets 
looking for a date. In a 
well-known ritual, a boy 
or girl will scrawl a mes- 
sage or pager number on 
notepaper which they 


stick on a can while some- 
how making eye contact 
with the object of their 
devotion. 

They will then discreet- 
ly move off, and the 
prospective sweetheart 
comes to retrieve the mes- 
sage. 

Sometimes this strategy 
works but others are not 
so subtle. 

Some youths drive fast 
cars on a seashore boule- 
vard with signs in English 
like “be mine ” on the 
back windscreen — even 
though car stickers are 
banned. 

Others steer their car 
dangerously close to any 
young woman they find 
driving alone and leer at 
her. 


■ 

■ 
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Israel: Politics, Myths And Identity Crises 

By Akiva Orr 

Pluto Press , London 1994, £35/£10.95(pb) 

This book is a collection of 14 essays, ranging in 
length from three to 25 pages, eight of which were 
published between 1972 and 1990. What strikes the 
reader is the unevenness of the pieces in tone and 
subject matter , and the lack of focus. The volume 
could, and should, have been much better organised, 

■ with some pieces eliminated and repetitions avoided. 
The longest essay, on “the Kastner case,” seems 
totally out of place and unintelligible, at least to this 
reviewer. 

There are really three topics in these essays: Jewish 
identity; Israeli society; and ethnicity and national- 
ism. The discussion of the first and last of these is 
certainly enhghfen/ng. The unique and anomalous 
nature of contemporary Jewish identity is lucidly 
analysed. The unique and anomalous nature of 
Israeli society, due to its origins and development, is 
dealt with less successfully. 

The author introduces the phenomenon of Israeli- 
ness, made up of the elements of Hebrew as a mother 
tongue , atheism . modernity and the lack of minority 
complexes. The issue is what percen rage of the Isra eli 
population fits the definition. According to the best 
surveys , it is probably about 35 per cent today, still a 
minority. Orr notes that Yitzhak Rabin fits the 
definition of Israeliness, which may have something 
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to do with bis current role. One fact that Orr seems 
unaware of is that most Israelis support Zionist 
ideology. 

Regarding ethnicity and nationalism, the author 
presents a nuanced position of fighting any form of 
discrimination based on ethnicity, while at the same 
time being opposed to political units based on 
ethnicity. The ideal presented here is that of separat- 
ing reJigion, race and ethnicity from the state. While 
the first two elements in this idea seem to be 
universally accepted, the separation of ethnicity from 
the state still seems like a radical idea in most 


nations. 


I OOK REVIEW 


Despite the problems noted above , there is never- 
theless an evenness and uniqueness of voice in this 
book. The style is always clear and incisive. The 
author writes in a very persona/ and very honest way, 
and the reader may get a good impression of his 
consistent and principled stance over the years. He 
defines himself as an “Israeli anthropocentric social- 
ist” (a founding member of the Matzpen group), and 
as such be is committed to the idea of a democratic, 
secular state for Israelis and Palestinians. The whole 
book can be read as an elaboration of this viewpoint 

— Middle East /nfemariona/. 

■ 

Beniamin Beit-HaDahmi 
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William Shatner says farewell to Captain Kirk 


By Stephen Schaefer 
Reuter 


NEW YORK — A philo- 
sophical William Shatner 
voices "regret and sorrow 
that I have to say good- 
bye to a character I’ve 
enjoyed playing /' 

He ’s discussing , of 
course » his alter ego for 
the past 28 years. Captain 
James Tiberius Kirk, who 
beams up for bis final 
space trip in the Sim Star 
Trek: Generations. 

At 63, Shatner and the 
original crew of the 
Starship Enterprise are to 
be replaced by a younger 
crew, led by Patrick Ste- 
wart as Enterprise Cap- 
tain Jean-Luc Picard, and 
the stars of the recently 
cancelled Star Trek : The 
New Generation TV 
series. This crew’s mission 
is to cany the highly pro- 
fitable big-screen Star 
Trek series into the 21st 
century. 

In Generations, the 
seventh Star Trek feature, 
the enduring and until 


now invincible Kirk passes 
into pop mythology, cra- 
dled in the arms of his 
successor on a faraway 
planet in the 24th century, 
having just travelled 
through a mysterious time 
warp. 

When Shatner assumed 
the role of Kirk in 1966 for 
the series that promised to 
go "where no man has 
gone before, ” Ms boss was 
Lucille Ball, owner of De- 
silu Studios, Lyndon B. 
Johnson was U.S. presi- 
dent, the Vietnam War 
was raging and LSD was 
soon to become a familiar 
term. As was Kirk's "beam 
me. up Scotty /' 

In those days Kirk 
seemed to be smitten 
weekly with the often pul- 
chritudinous guest actres- 
ses clad in ancient Greek 
garb. “It was shameful, ” 
Shatner agrees. However, 
Picard is practically celi- 
bate. "Thafs shameful/’ 
Shatner quips. 

How did Shatner and 
Stewart get along for this 
transition? “ Great we're 


m 

buddies , ” Shatner said in 
a recent interview. “But 
he's English you know/' 

As everyone knows by 
now, Generations has had 
a bumpy Sight — its cli- 
mactic, history-making 
finish had to be reshot. 
Confesses the star, “ when 
I heard the news my fast 
question was , 'as it my 
performance?’" it wasn't. 

“As written originally , ” 
he explains, “Kirk was 
shot in the back and 
Picard disposed of the vil- 
lain and cradled me as I 
died. When the picture 
was tested, the group had 
a bad reaction. They 
ascertained it was the 
'manner in which Kirk dies 
— as against Kirk dying — 
that upset them . 

“Paramount, to shore 
up this new wave of 
movies they hope will con- 
tinue, that contain the 
new cast, spent $5 million 
(in a $30 million picture) 
and reshot the ending,” 
Shatner said. 

But can Kirk really die? 
They killed off Leonard 


Nimoy's pointy-eared 
Vulcan Spock — and 
brought him back. For 
Shatner, it's final. As be 
sits in a hotel restaurant, 
dressed dapperiy in a dark 
brown suit with a colour- 
coordinated print tie. 
Shatner manages to be 
both amused and bemused 
by this last go-round with 
the character that, be 
knows, will dominate his 
obituary as it has his life. 

Unlike Nimoy, who de- 
fensively penned “I am 
not Spock,” Shatner is 
grateful for Kirk. Since 
the fust Star Trek feature 
in 1979 revived his career, 
he has parlayed Kirk's pop 
culture standing into 
books, personal appear- 
ances and three TV series , 
T.J. Hooker, the current 
Rescue 911 and , as of next 
January USA Cable Net- 
work , he will produce, 
sometimes direct and 
guest star in Tek Wars , 
based on his best-selling 
sci-fi books. 

Single again after a 
second divorce , Shatner 
laughs away the recent 


burst of Shatner-bashing 
in ten-all books by Trek 
veterans Michelle Nichols 
and George Takei. 

"1 think they’ve taken 
leave of their senses I’ve 
never had a cross word 
with either of them 
(although I don't know 
them very well). But I 
don’t know what they’re 
talking about.’’ 

When the talk turns to 
why Star Trek has en- 
dured, he does know. 
“ There's the fascination of 
space, a universe out there 
with some answers that 
somebody's dreamed up 
that might — fantastically 
enough — be right.” he 
says. 

“And perhaps the crew 
are a mythological pre- 
sence in this 4 disposable 
culture a hardy group of 
individuals who might re- 
flect the Greek storytell- 
ing device of a hero and 
his followers in travels: 
An odyssey kind of thing. 
That supplies a need in 
our culture for a mytholo- 
gical hero who exists in 
the future.” 
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Kylie takes new lead in gay community seriously 




By Belinda Goldsmith 
Reuter 










Kylie NUnogue 


SYDNEY — Australia's 
Kylie Minogue has be- 
come an icon of the coun- 
try’s gay community and 
recently showed she was 
taking her new role 
seriously by launching Au- 
stralia's AIDS Awareness 
Week. 

The country's best 
known actress-singer has 
won the hearts of the local 
male gay community with 
her dance music, flam- 
boyant costumes and cen- 
trefold male dance 
troupes. 

But Kylie, who is now 
projecting a more mature 
image, is not only acknow-. 
ledging her gay following, 
but like other internation- 
al celebrities is champion- 
ing the fight against 
AIDS. 


This year she performed 
at Australia’s massive 
annual gay and lesbian 
event, the Mardi Gras, 
where she met rwo AIDS 
sufferers. Simon and 
Brenton. 

At a Sydney hospice 
Friday, she launched Au- 
stralia’s AIDS Awareness 
Week, which includes 
World AIDS Day on Dec. 
1 , joining Madonna and 
Elizabeth Taylor in the 
global Campaign Against' 
AIDS. 

“ Sadly Simon is no lon- 
ger with us but I would 
like to thank Brenton for 
making that night so much 
more special for me." 
Kylie said at the launrh. 

/Juke , all of us I have 
come face-to-face with the 
prejudice against HIV and 
AIDS. Everyone in Au- 
stralia needs to be re- 
minded that HIV affects 


us all.” she said. 

The 26-year-old star, 
once nicknamed the sing- 
ing budgie since she is just 
1.5 metres (4. 9 ft) tall, has 
undergone a complete 
metamorphosis since 1987 
when she stepped out of 
the costume of Charlene 
in the Australian soap 
opera Neighbours, where 
she played against child- 
hood sweerbeart Jason 
Donovan. 

In jitterbug skirt, long 
hair and whiter-than- 
white smile she jived her 
way through her first sing- 
le, a remake of Little 
Eva’s Locomotion, which 
stayed at number one in 
the Australian charts for 
seven weeks. 

" Followed by I Should 
.Be -Lucky. Je Ne Sais Pas 
Pourquoi, and the I've got 
to be Certain, the girl- 
next-door image was hard 


to shake off — but Kylie 
persevered, and her 
much-publicised affair 
with Michael Hutchence. 
lead singer of Australian 
rock group Inxs . put her in 
a new more mature light. 

Her latest single. Con- 
fide In Me. which has top- 
ped the charts in Britain 
and Australia . portrays 
Kylie as the vampish. 
dance diva, complete with 
tussled hair, wonderbra 
and lipstick coated pout. 

A video of her next 
single. Put Yourself In My 
Place, to be released this 
week, shows a naked 
Kvlie in a scene reminis- 


cent from the opening ojf' 
the sci-fi movie Barbarella 
starring a naked, long- 
haired Jane Fonda. •• 
As well as pushing her 
singing career into credi- 
bility. Kylie has also con- 
tinued to act. starring it 
two feature films. The De- 
linquents and The Street 
fighter which will be pre- 
miered in the Unite i 
States in December. 

ian Johnson from th 
Significant Other Marke- 
ing Consu/tams. a Sydney- 
based gay advertising an! 
marketing agency sail 
Kylie became a gay icon s 
she shed her cuteness fc 


kitsdi. 

“ Ter camp dance style 
with i strong disco back- 
beat appeals to the gay 
comnunity which likes 
dance music," Johnson 
said. 

"Bui also her style is 
quite camp with pink 
feathers and dancing 
around vith muscle boys 
and that strong image 
appealed to gay communi- 
ties in the late 1980s and 


early 1990s/' he said. 
"Add he T rags to riches 


success aruf,jthat is why she 
has had such success." 

Johnson said that unlike 
Madonna. Kylie had nev- 


er set out to attract a gay 
following. It just hap- 
pened. 

The president of the 
Australian Federation of 
AIDS Association. Tony 
Keenen, describes himself 
as a *■ 35-year-old Kylie 
groupie.” ’ 

"For the ga\ commun- 
ity the 198(>s' and 1990s 
have been devastating and 
it’s fair to say we’re having 
more than a rough trot.” 
Keenen told Reuters. 

"Kylie has been impor- 
tant to gays during this 
time as her music has been 
in the clubs for us to go 
and dance our heads off. ” 


Zhang Yimou shoots 


Shanghai withChinese funds 


WEEKENO CROSSWORD 


SUPER STATS 
By Joan D. Herb rich 


ACROSS 


1 Gnak tatter 
6 Hudft vahde 

10 Setne ft 
oowwd 
14 Wearied 
19 Western 

2D Kazan oiftms 
31 Early ftsn Howard 

note 

22 A* Re 
Denodwtt 

23 Fsrber and Mltay 

24 Shiweriy one 

25 Cokirtu'vflfiar 

26 L on g l aa n edW 

27 TheGra* White 
KopeT 

30 Baby's guanlan 

31 Clear 

32 Leheropener 

33 Certain Empeans 
35 "The — of Si. 

Loufc- 


33 Laead 

41 Mauna— . 

42 “The Wayward — “ 
(SWnbOGk) 

45 "The Great 
hrvotfBr" 

43 SmeAamourt 
51 In search of 

advMura 

53 “When i was 

54 A — In the neck 

55 Afchabel tatter 
57 Husband ol 

Pocahontas 
5B Ooon-M antete 
60 UereC B ary unt 
G2 Ctasvayant 

63 Aral* 

64 Eton's rher 
06 Rotate 

68 Cottage Mend, 
often 

70 Twftoe, ki muefc 


72 Chopparparr 

74 Hft*gn 

75 Tope cartridge 
90 Ctwch parts 
82 GmenofCanea 
B7 Sacnhdai place 
BB Not home 

90 Ones 

92 Fragrant vesta 

93 Fac&Y 

94 Sports official 
95. Untried period of 

time' 

97 Maid — 

96 ABudes 
100 Outer? 

102 The Great 
ChiukT 

104 Sandyta speech 

106 Goddess of dawn 

107 "Green Mansion*" 
heroine 

109 Lucn 


110 lala. told by 
an— 1 ’ 

112 Goes here and 
tea 

114 Ph y sri st Georg 

115 ledge 
The Great 
Dictator* 

124 Unhor se : prat 

125 Unco ns etous 

126 Arritorira 

127 LiMcated 

129 Brumal 

130 Verve 

131 —atari 
(appcmdmatetf) 

132 Nad— of Muscat 

133 Course 

134 Morthly payment 

135 Slangy negathe 

136 The high w ayman" 
pom 


DOWN 

1 Digs 

2 Pflpvnage 

3 Solyta grunbtor 

4 OSes or Steekn 

5 “— and Ota Laoo" 

6 Button on furnace 

7 — breve 

B Norwegi an Inlet 
9 Plaques 

10 Esteemed 

11 Nonas— 

12 Queues 

13 PitcMyptant 

14 The Greet PvoW 

15 Terrrionee 

16 Mend 

17 KnCOf edar 
16 Say itisnT» 

28 Rigged lrtmflnn 

29 — nJar 


34 Deer 

35 Store seerady 

36 Lively danoe 

37 p .Jm6f busnng 


65 (meagerae 
67 Actress Hagen 


38 — Cup {goff prize) 
40 Stun 

42 Model matenal 

43 Nor quaffed 


46 Soap of doth 

47 Btaamrpan 

48 Sanctum or dide 
50 Tavern drink 

62 Wander fr eely 


56 AphrodXe'fl eon 

59 "The Geest Waldo 

Pepper* 

61 Dark wood 

— — ■ 

hacnen appmnee 


71 Gecarradpient 
73 Cowboy's gw 

75 Deedor Frank 

76 Pts — (teal resort] 

77 cecra Bides 
TO Radon* 

79 Picher 

61 Road or {png end 
63 Engtttf) composer 
84 Certain atoy 
US A ttorfth 
66 Hebrew morth 
89 At adbtanoe 
91 — Lanki 
96 Cbftea 
99 — -deart 
101 Travrifing worker 


102 US. pntsdenf 

103 Rkftoria 
106 Certain eport 
108 —da mar 
110 Lake near 


111 Ov hotter 
113 erf- 
1T4 Chicago airport 

115 BJuebonrwt 

116 Tina 

117 Putted* — 

119 To — 
(u ia nsnoutfyl 

120 r k m ta fls reward 

121 Criatayta wheels 

122 "Now— me 
down." 

123 Biro of Havrai 
128 Underworld god 



Diagram less 19 X 19 
By Adam Christopher 


ACROSS 
1 Journey 

6 Venetian Und port 
9 Vietnam ety 

11 fthdlcal sound 

12 Emphasize 

14 Afternoon sod* 

15 Vests 

16 Unoonedous 


21 Tears to pis 

22 Maks shiny 

23 Retard 


24 Koopwsfw 

25 Eidding ki fact 
SB BUflgtn 

pasHdpar* 

39 Gtorioua 

32 Gal up 

33 Kenya* 
Hadjwn 

34 Spigot 
37 Fuzz 
39 Bench 

income 


39 Gtmeing cubes 

40 Yale esurient 

41 — pa Leon 

42 Ledgerentiy 

43 Ovweoais 
46 Rabies 

50 Sw a ps 

51 Was of use 
92 Choice in 

medkral legend 
54 Dfccufisfangrecto 
56 ametartsda 


56 Intfe 

57 Orderly 


58 Name In CMne 

6i Anriiiguoua 
language 

63 Pkchy H erahto 

64 Stawng 
tfwtiunsnt 

65 Gtaatto 
territory 

66 Kay tatter 


La-st Week’s Cryptogrsni 

1. Boys invited to vieit h Aon ted honm are greeted by their 
"ghost” end "gfaoetees.” 

2. Book by astronaut about apace odyssey picked up top spot 
on best seller list. 

3. Migratory birds on journey fly by burning marijuana field: 
No tarn za left vnstonecL 

4. While some bookworms are boring, all others do think 
reading is better. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


DOWN 

1 The thing ihero 

2 Ewsc group 

3 Ancient Penmen 

4 Authored The 


l.SJQF 1W URK- FRYX QCXBBXLQ FLXJFQ ARQ 
CJXQF KRLSWLRXBH F2 J TAZJC AIF BIX JF 
LIJBQRHX 9FJBH. QIYX TJBI — By Rarf Mud 


Gold Bug" 
Wad-bun 


5 Wad-bun 

6 Sank iransecbons 

7 Formicary 
resldentt 

8 Golfgadgot 
10 Brwty 

13 Safeidbah 

16 Fit k> b« oaten 

17 Otvegmo 


18 Attend to 
iB Concerning 

20 Restaurateur 
Toole 

21 Peruse 

22 Machu PtochuTs 
courtty 

23 HB of sand 

24 Mowdow sounds 

25 Showary morstl 

26 In a very otafodwa 
way 

27 Cram 

2fl Bach or larch 


29 Shopper's 
deSflh* 

30 Encbtvs 

31 Singar or comlo 

35 Acetic and amino 

36 Cat and canary 
38 Betsy the flag 

maker 

38 Legal paper 

41 Hs nsri n 
uneactoed 

42 Clook lace 

44 Humes 

45 Material tor gta— 


46 Household 
member 

47 Author Hunter 

48 Pealed 

49 Row 

52 Actress Betty 

53 Aback harshly 
55 Unad is? 

57 Sh redded 
SB Labyrinth 
99 Marty 

60 Gumbo 

61 V* 

82 Check 


2.DAWLKY P DRKPBIT EPOI LD DRIPS RAN KZ 
HI UKWY. PIT ELDS RI RIPT P UPTOP NX 
3A1 UPTOT — By EdBuridlesoo 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


3. NERD Q U ERL KUT BPWPPN DPAJZA QQJRL 

ZYB CJJP QYSPELLWAQP EJBU YAP 

■ ■ 

FEGLGJFJAZ LEA4U GJZUB JA BUP ATFP. 

■ 

— - By Rita Salvato 


ranffl"finnBa~DDoo aaocs 
oaDQQ .oaojnQ aonn □□□□ 
GDUEJDQDO^ OUnu H DUDtiattU 

□an □□□□□ Dngo QgDbu 
□□□□□ naiiau qdq j 
cnnaaciS og ir^ ^ _ 

GEU 13 • J 

aaBannnanaoQiinoctftSujaoL} 




U kJ Litju nOLTLTQ 
D0DOO B0ODD QQl 


Dnnnnnn □ Ennnno onn oe □ d 
□DfcJ tcjQ M DOPEi 




□Qc^garnoa 
auu 


ja naiju goodd ocra 

ujriEjticauMPoPODDLiPEuj 
icmiiaa tanaa aaaaa ohdqq 
pciqoiaoaar doqpd EiDaaa 


• • • uouu 

□□□□□ □□£)□□□□ 

euoaa Docoa caGEaq 

noanij 

jJULOO JQf. • 

□□auu GLICED U3ULJ 
CCDD □□□□ 

qonn □□□□ 

• • uu nu Hpp a 

uDQQ nnn n • 

• Duaa ■ ■■ a nno, 
noon nnana □moiro 

nsna uaoaa □□□□□ 

□DDua DDDDycjcno □□d 
□onnaEi □□□□□ aarjou 
aanaHED uuuuu 

uuoan lojwu 

□□on 


4. BUB FI PS SUNS BG NIT. - U A B HA BAM 
BAT" BUGT BG EGGSf PS BNTCI YA IGYIG. 
UA8 KA HAM- BA BUNS? — B*DtmeH.HcCogr 



BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese director Zhang 
-yi'mou. banned from 
making Sino-foreign co- 
productions for two years, 
has begun shooting his 
stalled film Shanghai after 
securing domestic -fund- 
ing. a source said Mon- 
day. 

Shooting started at Tai 
Lake near the eastern dty 
of Suzhou on Nov. 6, 
nearly two months after 
the originally planned 
date of Sept. 15, after the 
Shanghai Film Studio 
obtained a 10 million yuan 
($1.17 million) bank loan, 
said Wang Bin , Zhang’s 
script producer. 

UGC, one of France’s 
biggest film production 
and distribution com- 
panies and the project's 
planned overseas partner, 
has now withhdrawn, 
Wang said. 

Plans to start shooting 
the co-production in 
September were scup- 
pered after film author- 
ities abruptly withdrew 
Shanghai Film Studio's 
year-old right to approve 
scripts independently and 
placed a two-year ban on 
the international award- 
winning director from 
making movies with fore- 
ign input. 

The move was in re- 
taliation for Zhang’s 
alleged violation of reg- 
ulations by letting bis last 
film. Lifetimes, compete 
in overseas festivals be- 
fore being passed by Chi- 
na 's censors. The film won 
two major awards at Can- 
nes. 

Sources close to the so- 
called Fifth Generation 
director said the ban was 
firmly in place despite de- 
nials by China’s film 
bureau, but added that 

preparations for shooting 
Shanghai have neverthe- 
less continued. 

The South China 
Weekend newspaper said 
in its latest issue that that 
shooting could no longer 
be delayed because needs 
needed for the scene at 
the Tai Lake location 
were dying, so the studio 
had decided to secure its 



fLS. actor Brace Willis pose 


the Cannes FSSm Festival. 


Tfe 

th> 


Cannes award on bmbmif of 
Chinese director Zhang, Yhn&* 


own funds. 

"Shanghai is now going 
very smoothly.” Wang 
said of the film, which 
stars Zhang’s favoured ac- 
tress Gong Li and follows 
the tribulations of a 
famous singer in pre-1949 
Shanghai. 

Under the new deal. 
Zhang is to receive 
100,000 yuan from Shan- 
ghai Film Studio for direc- 
tion. the South China 
Weekend said, acknow- 
ledging that while this was 
much more than ordinary 
Chinese directors would, 
be paid , it was far less 
than be would have 
earned from a co- 
production. 


for his movie To live {AFP 
photo) 


■ 

Most foi*jgn-in vested 
films are snt abroad for 
post-produdon due to the 
poor standxds in China. 

With Chia 5 domestic 
film industv stifled hv 
iack of fundi % and hcavv 
restrictions >ji creative 
freedom, coproductions 
have in recet years be- 
come a poptar method 


among young directores to 
secure funding for pro- 
jects. 

However, the screening 
of increasing numbers of 
such films abroad without 
official approval has 
angered Beijing, which 
has in the past year moved 
vigorously to reassert its 
control over the industry. 


ANSWERS 


Zhang has also lost the 
right to choose assistant 
technical staff for the film, 
whose post-production is 
now to be carried out in 
China, Wang said. 

"These changes may 
have some impact on the 
film's technical level, bur 
we are still confident it 
will be a success. ” be said. 
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Prince Hassan: We should not attempt to abandon 
our own culture or history or faith, but understand 
that others also have a culture, a history and a faith 


The following is the text of a 
speech made by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san to the Europe of Reli- 
' gions international Confer- 
ence organised by the 
, Vienna-based Institute for 
i Human Sciences on Tuesday , 
- Nov. 29. 

I 

Mr. President, Foreign 
Minister, Yoor Excellen- 
cies and Eminencies, my 
Lords, Ladies and Gentle- 


It is said that there will be 
no peace in the world until 
there is peace between the 
faiths. In the Middle East, 
birthplace of Judaism, Christ- 
ianity and Islam, there is for 
the first time in decades a real 
[ optimism about peace. The 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel, which explicitly recog- 
nises the importance of inter- 
faith relations, is an impor- 
, tarn precedent for religious as 
well as cultural understand- 
ing between peoples long 
esKvftged by political con- 
■ flict. Although it will be hard 
j to transform the way they, or 
1 we, see each otheT. what is 
important for now is that 
governments are openly com- 
mitted to working for change. 

The outlook for Europe in 
the 1990s is mixed. The reviv- 
. a) of political extremism and 

- popular nationalism has 

- threatened the rights of reli- 

E 'ous and ethnic minorities in 
uropean countries. If I may 
. quote the Runnymede Trust, 

, it estimates that in England, 
70.000 incidents of harass- 
ment and violence based on 
race and religion take place 
every year. That is 200 inci- 
dents a day, or one every 
1 jseven minutes. Although 
these figures are for all 
j minorities, a significant prop- 
' ortion relate to Muslims. It is 
' above all the isolation of 
Muslims in Europe, and the, 
phenomenon of “Islamopho-' 
bia," that I would like to 
address briefly here tonight. 

Ladles and Gentlemen: 

Despite attempts to depict 
> Islam as a uniquely intolerant 
creed, its success as a world 
religion — representing as it 
does over a billion Muslims 
— proves its ability to 
accommodate diversity. 


Although Islam began in 
Arabia, its assimilative power 
united peoples across Eura- 
sia, from China to the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. As it expanded, 
Islam adapted to local condi- 
tions. An Arab empire thus 
became a multi-ethnic order. 
The contribution of non- 
Muslims is well documented. 
Islamic civilisation flourished 
on the basis of cultural as well 
as religious pluralism, the 
roots of which go back- to 
scripture. For the Holy 
Koran itself proclaims: 

“O mankind, we have cre- 
ated you male and female, 
and have made you nations 
and tribes that you may know 
one another. Verily, the most 
honoured among you in the 
sight of Allah is the most 
righteous.*’ (49:131 

Perhaps Islam's most 
turbulent relationships have 
been with Europe. It was 
until recently a pattern of 
relationships of rivalry and 
hostility; but the influences 
have been reciprocal, and the 
relationship remains signifi- 
cant today. 

Tn the early phase. Islam 
posed a mortal threat to 
Europeans. Muslims were 
seen as the enemy at the 
gates; yet little was known of 
them, except that their 
armies besieged the frontiers 
of Europe while their faith 
threatened the fabric of 
Christendom. The sense of 
threat is hardly surprising, 
given the rapid expansion of 
Muslim power, and the estab- 
lishment of a Muslim pre- 
sence in Europe — this bears 
witness to the earlier concept 
of the Islamic threat. This 
presence dates as far back as 
the 8th Century CE. and 
Muslim communities h3ve 
existed in areas as diverse as 
Spain, southern Italy. Sicily, 
the Crimea, the Volga Val- 
ley, Poland. Finland and the 
Balkans. 

The most recent expansion 
of European power into Mus- 
lim lands has also had con- 
sequences in this context. 
France in North Africa. Bri- 
tain in Egypt and India, and 
the Netherlands in Indonesia, 
made millions subject to 
European colonial rule. The 
link between the European 
colonial powers and theiT 
dominions determined later 
migration routes to Europe. 
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But despite some misguided 
attempts to depict Europe's 
Muslims as exclusively recent 
economic migrants, Islam is 
hardly new, ladies and gent- 
lemen, to the European 
scene. 

I myself was meant to have 
been in Zagreb tonight. It is 
essential that as we bear wit- 
ness to the conflict that is still 
being played out in the Bal- 
kans. only 200 miles from 
here, we pay particular heed 
to the atrocities- that con- 
tinue. I have visited my coun- 
try’s troops who serve as 
U.N. peacekeepers — troops 
not exclusively Muslim, but 
including Christians of many 
denominations. They have 
seen the destruction of 
Christian and Muslim holy 
sites, and despite the horrors 
of war in the Middle East, the 
tangible hatred that they 
have felt it inexplicable. It is 
a catastrophe of great magni- 
tude, and cannot be allowed 
to continue. It is imperative, 
however, that humanitarian 
aid does not become a substi- 
tute for their human rights, 
especially the right to the 
security of life. The suffering 
of Bosnia has alarmed the 
Muslim World in particular; 
but as a member state of the 
U.N.. its fate is not purely an 
Islamic but a European and a 
global issue. International 
consensus is not. as we know, 
easy to maintain in such a 
situation; but when we con- 
sider a Europe of the reli- 
gions. or a world in which 
religion, as we believe here 
today, has a part to play at 
all. the failure to resolve this 
situation gives grounds only 
for the profoundest despair. 

The Balkan war represents 
the final result of religious 
intolerance. While other 
areas of Europe have not 
succumbed to violence on 
that scale, the problems fac- 
ing communal coexistence 
and multi-culm ralism remain 
complex and forbidding 
everywhere. 

Religious minorities con- 
tinue- to -labour, under 
medieval perceptions, ladies 
and gentlemen, in varied 
European societies, while 
they have sometimes been 
bent on protecting traditional 
modes at all costs, ignoring 
the realities. The roles of the 
extended family, males and 
females, arranged and inter- 
communal marriages, educa- 
tion and religious instruction 
— all of those day to day 
modes of life have been ques- 
tioned. The children of im- 
migrants have become dis- 
oriented; the conflict be- 
tween their immediate cultu- 
ral milieu and the broader 
society has set them apart 
from their peers. In the case 
of European Muslims, a 


sense of alienation has grown 
with incidents such as the 
Rushdie affair. Desert 
Storm, and die tragedy of 
Bosnia. 

However, we have to 
accept that there are hopeful 
signs. A new generation of 
Muslims is seeking integra- 
tion into European communi- 
ties. They are analysing for 
themselves what is culturally 
relevant and Islamtcally 
essential. Islam is a recog- 
nised religion in your brave 
country. Austria. European 
societies tend to be socially 
pluralist and politically 
democratic. European norms 
of behaviour do not preclude 
the integration of Muslims, 
or erode the basis of their 
faith. 

Let ir be clear, however, 
that the integration of Mus- 
lim communities can take 
place only on the basis of 
their acknowledgement of 
the prevailing rule of law. 
And Muslims almost without 
exception do accept and re- 
spect the existence of nation- 
states and their laws. They 
view themselves as subject to 
civil laws, and accept the 
authority of the state. For the 
very principles of Islam re- 
quire a Muslim minority to 
obey a state in which it is 
resident, in the same way that 
a Muslim state expects non- 
Muslims to respect it and 
abide by itslaws. 

The Muslims of Europe are 
therefore not asking for spe- 
cial privileges, nor should 
they demand what is denied 
to others. They are merely 
asking for their religion to be 
recognised within the Euro- 
pean context. Given the con- 
tinuation of state financial' 
assistance for Christian in- 
stitutions in nominally secu- 
lar countries, Muslims legiti- 
mately wonder whether 
European communities could 
not extend the same facilities 
to their institutions. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Just as Muslims should not 
ask for special privileges, 
neither should they suffer dis- 
crimination. Discrimination 
and inter-communal violence 
can be combated in five key 
areas. First, the law. Second, 
the educational system. 
Third, the media; fourth, the 
work of religious bodies; and 
finally, political leadership. I 
would like now to briefly 
make some constructive 
proposals in each of these 
areas. 

Firstly, Muslims them- 
selves must use the protec- 
tion of European laws to 
ensure their freedom of reli- 
gious belief: For equality be- 
fore the law is a cornerstone 
of the pluralist vision. Coop- 


eration between national au- 
thorities and their Muslim 
communities is essential to 
the success of this enterprise. 
Democratic and legal proce- 
dures are flexible enough to 
accommodate basic Muslim 
demands. It is vital to outlaw 
religious discrimination such 
as islamophobia and anti- 
semitism. on the same 
grounds as racial or sexual 
discrimination are outlawed 
in these communities. The 
incorporation of the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights into the national laws 
of all European states would 
be a great step forward. Free- 
dom of religion would then 
form an integral part of 
national laws. 


“Tbe fact 
that ideals 
such as toler- 
ance * , human 
rights and 
peace are 
highly valued 
in tbe abstract 
gives rise to a 
certain contra- 
diction. , While 
European poli- 


tical culture is 
in principle 
committed to 
equality , there 
exists a con- 
tinuing institu- 
tionalised in- 
sensitivity to 
the needs and. 


aspirations of 
minorities . 99 


It is also worth considering 
the link between racial ana 
religious intolerance and the 
question of immigration poli- 
cy. The common assumption 
is that people from different 
cultures constitute a prob- 
lem. In framing immigration 
policies, legislatures should 
be mindful that effective 
inter-faith and race relations 
are indivisible. 

However, laws are part of 
a broader picture. The key to 
improving inter-faith rela- 
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lions in the Long term lies less 
in legal reform than in trans- 
forming a political, and poss- 
ibly social, culture which re- 
jects the -other. Studies such 
as the European Value Sur- 
vey have found that through- 
out Europe, significant num- 
bers find the practice of Islam 
or Judaism by neighbours 
more alarming than drug use 
or adultery. The fact that 
ideals such as tolerance, hu- 
man rights and peace are 
highly valued in the abstract 
gives rise to a certain contra- 
diction. While European 
political culture is in principle 
committed to equality, there 
exists a continuing institu- 
tionalised insensitivity to the 
needs and aspirations of 
minorities. It is this that must 
be tackled; for if Europeans 
are not challenged to be true 
to their principles, the spec- 
tre of Bosnia cannot be far 
from any of us. 

Some commentators sug- 
gest that an ombudsman 
with specific responsibility 
for race and religious rela- 
tions could play a valuable 
part here. By investigating 
complaints against central 
government, the police, 
national public bodies, the 
media, schools and local au- 
thorities, and by pressing for 
standards of good practice, 
such an institution could 
make a real difference to 
national political cultures. 

But, ladies and gentlemen, 
if an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure, then 
surely the second area f refer- 
red to. the educational sys- 
tem, is the most appropriate 
focus for our efforts. From 
the point of view of religious 
minorities, state education is 
not necessarily subversive of 
religion and traditional 
values. Initiatives to broaden 
national curricula, so that 
students grow up with know- 
ledge of other religions, are 
to be welcomed in this con- 
text. This ) is. surely in the 
common: t inrerest. For if -we. 
wish to 'prepare the coming 
generations 1 for the future' 
that they will share together, 
they will” need to know how 
people in their own country 
and elsewhere are affected by 
the diversity of faiths. 

The same argument applies 
to the third area, the media. 
Religious broadcasting in 
many parts of Euorpe has 
undergone significant 
change. From the basic trans- 
mission of Christian services, 
many broadcasters have 
widened their sphere of in- 
terest to address common 
spiritual questions in a crea- 
tive and non-denominatioDal 
manner. Occasionally, prog- . 
rammemakers have tackled 


the difficult issues faced by 
racial and religious minorities 
in a sympathetic, dramatic 
and effective way. More of 
this type of broadcasting will 
be needed if tolerance and 
co-existence are to be prom- 
oted, The prim media can 
also play a significant role in 
giving European citizens in- 
formation and . perspectives 
appropriate to die require- 
ments of our ever more inter- 
dependent world. 

Religious bodies can also 
play a central role. I would 
like to give you some exam- 
ples drawn from my own 
experience. For if under- 
standing between the faiths 
can be developed in the Mid- 
dle East, there is no reason 
why it cannot also flourish in 
Europe. 

The first example is the 
ongoing Interfaith Dialogue 
that has developed in the 
■ United Kingdom under the 
patronage of the Duke of 
Edinburgh, Sir Evelyn de 
Rothschild and myself. Our 
purpose there was to work 
towards a deeper understand- 
ing of religious ethics, and to 
encourage cooperation 
. among followers of the three 
monotheistic faiths. We do 
not shy away from studying 
the historical legacy of reli- 
gious conflict, and its con- 
sequences for the present; we 
soughtl to combat stereotyp- 
ing and to achieve a real 
dialogue on the basis of 
shared moral, ethical and 
spiritual values. These con- 
sultations sometimes give rise 
to special joint projects, 
addressing subjects like the 
environment, education, the 
family, business and banking 
ethics, and tribalism (as a 
euphemism for ethnic and 
sectarian violence) in modern 
society. 

A charitable trust is to be 
established in the U.K.. 
known as The Interfaith 
Foundation, to promote 
these objectives. The founda- 
tion seeks to educate the 
public by the study and dis- 
semination of ethical princi- 
ples indicated in the 
teachings of the three reli- 
gions. It highlights such prin- 
ciples in the conduct of inter- 
national business, and a Code 
of Business Ethics acceptable 
to Muslims. Christians and 
Jews alike has already been 
published. 

I would also like to men- 
tion the Royal! Institute Of 
Interfaith Studies in Amman. 
Jordan. The Institute was 
.established to help bridge the 
gap between faith communi- 
ties in the Middle East. It 
encourages the study of 
Christian theology and 
affairs; sponsors research of 
Biblical literature related to 


both Christianity and Juda- 
ism; promotes scholarly 
MusJim-Christian dialogue; 
and seeks deeper relationship 
between Islam and world 

Christianity in general and 

the Eastern Christian chur- 
ches in particular. 

AU these bodies play their 
part in fostering better rela- 
tions and understanding be- 
tween the faiths. Bur the 
ultimate responsibility rests 
not with them, but with poli- 
tical leaders. For it is political 
leaders who create the back- 
drop against which intoler- 
ance is seen as justified or as 
abhorrent. They must there- 
fore take the lead, in actions 
as well as rhetoric, and 
actively work to eliminate 
discrimination and violence 
against minorities. 

I have tried tonight to out- 
line a historical perspective 
on Europe's six million Mus- 
lim. to describe the problems 
that they have faced, and to 
suggest some solutions. The 
objective, we can all agree, is 
to safeguard the position of 
religious minorities in 
Europe, ensure their integra- 
tion, and guarantee the sup- 
remacy of the rule of lavs'. We 
need a shared moral impera- 
tive based on human, or 
humanitarian, values. We 
hope that they can be inclu- 
sive. not exclusive, of the 
participation of other beliv- 
ers. Whatever happens, ev- 
ery effort must be exerted to 
avert the emergence of a 
fortress Europe, in which 
Islamophobia is but one 
aspect of a broader and ulti- 
mately self-destructive com- 
prehensive xenophobia. 

In seeking peace between 
the faiths, and peace in the 
world, before the bil- 
millenium of Christianity or 
the trimillemum in Jeru- 
salem, we must acknowledge 
th3t religion is a universal 
fact that has taken many 
forms. Historical landmarks 
such as these will be empty 
unless we achieve a shared 
moral authority. This does 
nor prevent anyone from 
asserting the uniqueness of 
their own religion. But we 
can only build upon common 
foundations. We must of 
course strive to find consen- 
sus between peoples and reli- 
gions, while respecting their 
diversity. We should not 
attempt to abandon our own 
culture or history or faith; but 
understand that others also 
have a culture, a history and 
a faith. This, surely, in the 
heart of the matter. This is 
why we are here, and this is 
why our deliberations over 
the next few days are of such 
urgent importance. Mr. pres- 
ident. foreign minister, ladies 
and gentlemen. I thank you. 
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' Now arrange the circled tetters in 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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The budget for 1995 is 
facing strong protests among 
members of the Lower House 
of Parliament and some de- 
puties have even frankly 
vowed to turn it down. The 
parliamentarians say that 
they were not consulted over 
the particulars of the budget 
which also did not include 
projects that they had asked 
for before. They say that 
many of the projects, which 
were repeatedly postponed 
and which are urgently 
needed, were not included in 
the budget although they 
were promised that the pro- 
jects would be carried out 
next year. The complaints 
point out that the budget did 
not create new jobs in the 
administrative system and 
that it did not give the proper 
attention to improve the liv- 
ing standards of civil servants 
and military personnel (AJ 
Ra’i). 


☆☆ The National Company 
for Aluminium Industries has 
signed an agreement with the 
Italian company Cider Mon- 
tagu. Under the accord, the 
Italian firm would provide 
designs to build the factory 
and provide ail needed equip- 
ment. Signing the agreement 
on behalf of the Jordanian 
company were board chair- 
man Hani Haj Hassan and 
board member and general 
manager Hassan Haj Hassan 
(Al Ra’i). 


A shipment of 50,000 gas 
cylinders from Brazil will ar- 
rive here within the coming 
10 days. The Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refinery has in- 
creased its production of gas 
cylinders from 300 to 500 
since the beginning of the 
year but that was not enough 
due to the high demand (Al 
Aswaq). 

☆☆ The Ministry of Supply 
will be issuing over the next 
few days a new formula on 
prices of auto spare parts to 
correspond with the situation 
created by the recent changes 
in customs tarrifs (AL 
Aswaq). 


Visitors to the 95 auto 
exhibition at the Internation- 
al Motor Exhibition say car 
prices J»re still high and that 
the large decline was only 
reflected on high-class vehi- 
cles (Al Aswaq + Al Ra’i). 


? Israeli tourists should 
» not be considered among the 
l groups that activate the tour- 
? ism industry in Jordan. An 
j Israeli tourist comes in the 
i morning and leaves to Israel 
in the evening, says Ziyad 
Qsous, owner of Urn Oais 
resthouse (Al Aswaq). 

I 

m 

' -ft-A- Licenced banks had a 
i total of JD 5,224.3m of de- 
posits at the end of Septem- 
ber 1994. The increase in the 
past nine months amounted 
to JD 2S4.9 million, a 5.8 per 
l cent rise over the JD 4939.4ro 
t at the end of 1993 (Al 
* Aswaq). 


Lands estimated at JD 2 
knillion are being auctioned 
iby the Arab Bank Ltd. An 
'announcement by the land 
Sregistrar for eastern Amman 
^listed 68 plots of land in 
,’Marka ^nd Tabarbour be- 
■ longing to Mahmoud Rafik 
■j Sal ah as guarantor for the 
? jnd^tedness of Fahmi Hasan 
iQase'm Amer, a contractor. 

t A* According to Umayyah 
Touqan, director-general of 
i the Amman Financial Market 
'(AFM) there are some 
800,000 shareholders in va- 
r rious companies and institu- 
i tions. He said that 50 per cent 
'of those who conduct deal- 
ings at the AFM seek good 
investment opportunities 
while the other 50 per cent 
only seek to make quick gains 
(Al Dustour). 


I A A- Merchants have noticed 
that none of the candidates 
pinning for the elections of 
die Chamber of Commerce 
- have revealed his views on 
direct selling at fairs, bazaars 
* and similar function. Mer- 
l c h?n ts want the candidates to 
clarify their positions con- 
cerning this “incurable dis- 
ease" (Al Aswaq). 

£Ar No permits will be issued 
for any non-Jordanian driver 
after Dcf^ 1-1994. About 650 
: truck drivers are unemployed 
in Amman alone (Al Dus- 

t tom). 

■ 

% 

Samir SbaSq Gtawi 


Lebanese government 
postpones pay discussions 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government post- 
poned a promised discussion 
of labour demands for higher 
pay, saying it would not con- 
sider them under pressure. 

Interior Minister Michel Al 
Murr said the government 
did not want to talk under the 
pressure of a 24-hour general 
strike staged by the General 
Labour Confederation 
(CGTL) Tuesday. 

"The cabinet will discuss 
them (the demands) in peace 
and quiet, not under the in- 
fluence of a strike,” Mr. 
Mutt said after a late-night 
cabinet meeting Tuesday. 

The cabinet would study a 
report on the pay demands 
on Thursday. Mr. Murr had 
previously said it would dis-' 
cuss them on Tuesday. 

Tuesday's strike was a par- 
tial success. 

Many of Lebanon's esti- 
mated 350,000 private sector 
workers downed tools to pro- 


test against the government’s 
failure to grant an 88 per cent 
pay rise and schooling and 
transportation allowances. 

CGTL President Elias 
Abou Rizk accused the gov- 
ernment of procrastination 
on Wednesday bur said he 
was not surprised by its fai- 
lure to “consider living condi- 
tions despite their import- 
ance to the public." 

He warned the government 
against taking any action 
against public sector workers 
who joined the strike. 

However, Mr. Murr said 
warnings would be sent to 
those among the 120,000 
public workers who joined 
the stoppage — the first 
genera] strike against the 
two-year-old government of 
billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri. 

The CGTL has threatened 
further action if its demands 
are not met. 
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Jordan is biggest buyer of Sri Lanka tea 


COLOMBO (R) - Jordan 
has emerged as the biggest 
buyer of Sri Lankan tea this 
year, with much of it finding 
its way to Iraq, officials and 
exporters said Wednesday. 

But Russia has the poten- 
tial to be the island’s number 
one tea importer in the next 
few years, they said. 

Sri Lanka, the world's big- 
gest tea exporter, sold almost 
23 million kilogrammes of tea 
to Jordan up to August this 
year, against 15 million kilog- 
rammes in the same period 
last year. Tea Board Chair- 
man Clifford Ratwatte said. 

Jordan, Syria and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates head the 


export performance list this 
year, buying between them 
about 35 per cent of Sri Lank- 
a’s total tea exports, brokers 
Forbes and Walker said in a 
recent report. 

Exporters in Sri Lanka said 
much of the tea was then 
smuggled across the border 
to Iraq, once the biggest im- 
porter of the island s tea and 
now under the United Na- 
tions trade embargo for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The embargo does not cov- 
er food and medicine and tea 
importers in Jordan said most 
tea sold to Iraq was U.N.- 
approved and not smuggled. 

Five commodities do not 
need prior written approval 


from the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee for export to Iraq 
— sugar, rice, vegetable 
ghee, flour and wheat. Tea 
and a list of other items, 
though not banned, need the 
U.N.’s prior approval for 
each consignment. 

Exports to Russia, the big- 
gest buyer of Sri Lankan tea 
last year, felt sharply to 7.6 
million kilogrammes up to 
August, compared to the 
almost 21 million kilogram- 
mes in the same period of 
1993. 

Anil Cooke of Brokers 
Forbes and Walker attributed 
the fall to an oversupply of 
tea and liquidity problems in 
Russia. 


But Merrill Fernando, of 
MJF Expons, a top tea ex- 
porter to the former Soviet 
Union, said he believes Rus- 
sia will be the number one 
importer of Ceylon tea in the 
next three years. 

“The CIS (Commonwealth 
of Independent States) will 
be the salvation of Ceylon 
tea,” he told Reuters. “They 
buy good tea and pay good 
prices.” 

"Russia could very well 
emerge as Sri Lanka's biggest 
tea buyer,” said a broker. 
Brokers added that Sri Lanka 
is eroding India's share of the 
Russian tea market. 

India has traditionally been 
a big tea exporter to the 


former Soviet Union and pro- 
vides credit and has estab- 
lished a marketing network, 
there. 
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Mr. Fernando said he was’ 
finding it hard to meet Rus- k . 1 
sian demand. - “v 

“Sri Lankan tea is quite- 
popular there,” he said. ---J* 
"Russians prefer good quali- 
ty Ceylon tea.” ’ J ’■•’V 

Sri Lanka earned 5241 mA-’ 
lion m tea exports up to July'^ ’Y 
this year, against (5230 mil J < ** 
lion m the same period last-’ 

year- V; .£ 

Officials said Sri Lanfchf jV, 
was heading for a record cro^ Y 
of over 240 million kilogram.-.', y f, 
roes this year. 


Tapie dodges creditors, wins political respite 
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PARIS (AFP) — Debt- 
ridden tycoon and left-wing 
politician Bernard Tapie won 
a six-month respite Wednes- 
day in his fight to avoid bank- 
ruptcy and save his political 
career. 

The Paris commercial 
court reprieved the 51-year- 
old populist maverick by 
choosing to appoint adminis- 
trators to find solutions for 
bis indebted business empire 
rather than put the com- 
panies into liquidation. 

And critical of Mr. Tapie’s 
bank, the court ordered a 


new hearing on Dec. 14 
which could lead to a sub- 
stantial cut in his huge debts, 
said by his creditors, the 
heavily loss-making state- 
owned bank Credit Lyonnais, 
to total 1.21 billion francs 
($230 million). 

Credit Lyonnais and its 
subsidiary, Soriete de Ban- 
que Occidentate (SDBO) 
were ordered to appear along 
with Mr. Tapie. The court 
will appoint experts to deter- 
mine the responsibility of the 
two banks and Mr. Tapie in 
accumulating the debt and 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3778/88 

1. 5698/08 

1.7580/90 

1.3296/06 

32.27/31 

5.383 1/8 1 

1615.8/6.8 

99.00/10 

7.5525/25 

6.8350/00 

6.1443/93 

$1.5624/34 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French (irancs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $383.25/383.65 


apportion blame. 

SDBO, which was Mr. 
Tapie’s bank, was criticised 
by the court for its “faithful 
support” since at least 1987 
for its “riskiest client.” 

In the meantime. Wednes- 
day's ruling means that credi- 
tors. and particularly the 
heavily loss-making state 
bank Credit Lyonnais which 
was moving imminently to 
sell off Mr. Tapie’s palatial 
home in Paris, may not touch 
his assets. 

Mr. Tapie's prestigious left 
bank mansion, the Hotel de 
Cavoye, is said to be worth 
up to $32 million while his 
luxury yacht the Phocea 
could fetch $13 million. 

The bank has also seized 
Mr. Tapie’s collection ol 
paintings and antiques, 
whose value is disputed. 

If the liquidation option 
had been chosen, Mr. Tapie 
would have been declared 
bankrupt and under French 
law would have been ineligi- 
ble to hold elected office for 
five years. 

Mr. Tapie is favoured to 
win the mayoralty of the 
southern port city of Marseil- 
le in municipal elections next 
June and could also run as a 


presidential candidate in 
April, despite being dogged 
by corruption, fraud and tax 
evasion charges. 

If declared bankrupt, Mr. 
Tapie would also have had to 
give up bis seat as a deputy 
from Marseille m the Nation- 
al Assembly as well as two 
regional councillor's man- 
dates in southern France. 

He would probably also 
have bad to give up his seat as 
a Euro-MP, following his 
dazzling election for the 
centre-left Radical Party in 
European elections last June 
with 12 per cent of the vote. 

The tycoon's business 
empire was built around four 
companies for which Mr. 
Tapie and his wife bear per- 
sonal liability. 

The case ended up in com- 
mercial court after Credit 
Lyonnais cancelled a five- 
year debt rescheduling agree- 
ment reached with Mr. Tapie 
in March, saying the 
businessmen bad failed to 
meet financial reporting re- 
quirements included in the 
deal. 

In Wednesday's ruling, the 
Paris court granted Mr. Tapie 
a delay of three months, re- 
newable once, to find a solu- 
tion to his financial difficul- 
ties. 






Four administrators wefe 
appointed, one for the' ' \ 
Groupe Bernard Tapie 
(GBT) holding, which cap^ “* 
foe Tapie group, and one for . .. 
foe Finanriere Im mobilier ' 
Bernard Tapie (HUT) which 
controls the personal assets , 
of Mr. Tapie and his wife. _*. *•> 

Tbe third administrator was 
appointed for the firm Alain ' f '*,- 
Colas Tahiti (ACT), which Y 
manages the Phocea, and the 1 
fourth for Bernard Tapie Fi- 1 
nances (BIF) which controls ■■ ■ Y 
the tycoon's businesses, not- - ‘Y • 
ably the weighing machine 
firms Testut and Terraillon.'- '*■ 
The four may decide that. > ’ 
liquidation is inevitable — if V-S 
foe liabilities exceed theY'; 1 ^' 
assets — but could also rule v 
that foe Tapie empire should- 
survive and that its debts be" 
rescheduled. 

A third option might be to - — ’ 
sell off foe group, if takers - - 
could be found. ~ . v\ v 

Wednesday’s ruling also ’ Yi '.-. 
gives Mr. Tapie time to fight- ' 
foe various panal charges he ' 
faces. \ ''; ; Y 

Mr. Tapie's troubles begari i; 
in June 1993 amid re v el ation?V,'J> ‘ ^ 
that his prestigious footbal^-jV?/ 
club, Olympique-Marseille* 1 
bad fixed a match with the 
northern dub Val e nci e n n es ^ Y. y *. . 


V\ 


club, Olympique-Marseille* 1 -V-j 
bad fixed a match with the 
northern dub Valenciennes? Y_ iV. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have marry listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 
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CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogof Ian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel- 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily I2M -330 p.m. 
&30 • Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first & best 
Chinese. Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah . Girls Schools 

Take away is arvaOabla 

Open duly 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 



EHINESE RESTAURANT 


Weal 



Shaf AMnbSmat 
Um UMM i Coamatc U Omto 

TeL: 881174 
9 act Tasted Always LH«d 



STUDIO HAIG 

m 

Professional Quality in 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geti- 

• JUMBO pAete 


SELECT HOTEL 







Li 

m. '>.1 

if i-S* rt:' 1 F r - n V. T7 — ^ T »■' 



9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A I We hd e h/Te i . 0 3 / 1 ( ) i / 6 3 7 




MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pm. 
600 - 11:30 pjn. 
TeU 861838 


The (lossiest Of 
The Classiest ! 



IhIkiI Ainm:m - first circle 
n|j|>nsik* IK \H l.M li.VSSY 

1 1 1,.: 654205 


l cffcidcble pika 


Restaurant 
Italian - Med Cuisine 


Svvemyeh 


863944 




It's furJta&t/c 

Mtvs/c &. Lights 


For Your Stay in Amma 

I Quality Furnished Flats ' 


FOR RENT 






Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
In Amman 


■for furthpr dotoE cy 


5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 





Tei .-692505, 691146/ Ext »6 
Fax: 699080 , Was&AUdSL 
Abu Hart) commarcial center 
Second floor 



Kusdi Stores 


Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 


' I’Kj 1 I i l A «, 1 1‘ Mi' 
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Jazireh tame Jalil in 3rd place showdown 


Homentmen relegated; Ahli continue unbeaten streak 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


.AMMAN — AI Jazireh 
Tuesday tamed At Jalil in 
- their 3rd place battle when 
they overcame the team 
.from Irbid 71-55 to hold on 
to third place for the third 
straight year. 

Although both teams 
missed the efforts of key 
~ players, Al Jazireh had the 
advantage throughout 
while their opponents 
seemed at a loss in the 
absence of their coach who 
resigned two days ago! 

In the day's other match 
Al Watani scored a hard- 
fought 89-76 victory over 
.Homentmen as the latter 
was officially relegated. Al 
Watani and Al Hussein 
. have a crucial match on Dec. 
12 that will decide who will 
accompany Homentmen to 
' the second division. 

Titlebolders Ai Ahli 
scored an easy 102-4S vic- 
tory over AI Hussein in 
Irbid in the third match of 
the day. 

Al Jazireh’s ambitions 
for an advanced standing 
will have to rest with third 
place for now as they need 
to score a 17-point victory 
over Al Orthodoxi to take 
second place. 

Al Jazireh had defeated 
AI Jalil 73-69 in the first 
round, therefore Ai Jalil 
had to score a victory with 


five points to clinch the 
third place which they last 
held in 1991, before losing 
it to Al Jazireh. 

However that was not 
the case Tuesday, as Al 
Jazireh entered the match 
with their ambitious lineup 
only missing Naser Alaw- 
neh who was down with flu. 

In the absence of key 
player Raed Jaber who 
watched the match from 
the bench in the first half, 
Al Jalil were led by Naser 
Bassam who was previously 
at Al Hussein with Alaw- 
neh. 


Although scoring re- 
mained close at first, Al 
Jazireh took their first no- 
ticeable lead at 15-9 and 
continued to score by 
Husam Lutfi and Yousef 
Abu Baker to expand the 
gap to 25-11. 

Two three pointers by Al 
Jalil still kept a 10-point 
lead for Al Jazireh at 29-19. 
Lutfi and Abu Baker con- 
tinued to score, aided by 
Ma’an Odeh to end the first 
half 44-30. 


Earlier, Al Watani and 
Homentmen played a 
match which was marred by 
substandard refereeing to 
which both teams’ players 
repeatedly objected. This 
resulted in two technical 
fouls for Homentmen. 

The defeat meant Ho- 
mentmen was officially re- 


legated after failing to 
score the minimum number 
of wins. Their only slim 
chance of avoiding relega- 
tion was in the event of 
defeating Al Watani by 26 
points and Al Hussein by 
14 points! 

Al Watani had easily 
won their first round en- 
counter 74-49. However 
that was not the case Tues- 
day when Homentmen 
played one of their best 
matches but lost both 
halves by a slim margin 
49-40 and 40-36 as the 
match ended with a 13- 
point win for Al Watani 
who still need to overcome 
Al Hussein by four points 
to avoid relegation. 

AI Watani led 9-5 before 
Homentmen scored by 
Vicken Avakian and Al’a 
Abu Rahmeh to take an 
11-9 lead. Both teams 
scored from free throws 
and three pointers as the 
match was tied at 20-20 m 
the 10th minute. 

AI Watani then scored 10 
consecutive points by Fans 
Dahabreh and Hani Al 
Taher to lead 30-20, but 
Homentmen did the same 
scoring by Vasken Adje- 
mian and Robert Chatma- 
jian to take the lead at 
31-30. 

Al Watani then scored 4 
three-pointers while their 
undermanned opponents 


slowed down their pace as 


Al Watani ended the first half 
49U0- 

A1 Watani expanded the 
gap by Taher before Sevan 
Sarkissian scored two con- 
secutive three-pointers and 
added another two to re- 
duce AI Watani’s lead to 
56-53. 

Al Watani who badly 
needed to win as a first step 
towards securing their 
place in the division scored 
eight points to lead 64- 
53. 

Homentmen’s Chatma- 
jian netted in a three- 
pointer. However, his team 
then failed to score for 
more than two minutes as 
AI Watani took advantage 
of many turnovers and 
forced their opponents to 
foul their fast breaks to take a 
commanding 70-58 lead. 

Although the match had 
11 minutes to go, Homent- 
men’s coach who has failed 
to successfully guide the 
team through the past three 
seasons, seemed to give up 


as Al Watani continued to 
scfcre by Dahabreh ending 
the match with a 13-point 


win. 


Al Watani who lost to Al 
Hussein 79-76 m die first 
round will now have to 
defeat the Irbid team with 
four points to avoid relega- 
tion. 


■ 

In the other match title- 
holders A] Ahli scored a 
102-48 win over Al Hussein 
who missed at least three 
key players because of in- 
jury including Hadi Al 
Sayes, Mustafa Al Kofahi, 
while Al Ahli's Ramez 
Hammoudeh and Naser 
VBnshnaq also did not play. 

Al Ahli took a 31-9 lead 
before sealing the first half 
58-21. 


S m 

Most bench players were 
gjven a chance to play, 
including the younger 
lineup of Riyad Ayesh, 
Mohammad and Taimour 
AI Shamali and Zeid 
Alkbas as Al Ahb - ended 
the match with a big win. 


STANDINGS 


SF SA Pts. 


Ahli 
Jazireh 
Ortbodoxi 
Jalil 
Watani 


Homentmen 


Montana, his luck gone, falls prey to injury 


KANSAS CITY (AP) — Joe 
Montana, whose tendency to 
get hurt was his only liability 


in recent years, stood tall as 
seven starters on the Kansas 
City Chiefs went down with 


injuries. 

His luck lasted until he was 
caught from behind in the 
pocket and was tackled 
around the ankles in the 
Chiefs’ 10-9 loss at Seattle 
Sunday. 

Coach Marty Schot- 
tenheimer said Monday that 
Montana's injury was official- 
ly diagnosed as a sprained 
foot. 



Montana, whose elbow in- 
jury at San Francisco cost 
him two years and ultimately 
fed to his* trade to Kansas 


City, missed one game last 
year with a hurt thumb and 
four games with a hamstring 
injury. 

He was knocked out of the 
American Football Confer- 
ence Championship game at 
Buffalo with a concussion — 
an injury that led his family, 
particularly his father, to 
campaign for him to retire. 

But Montana made it 
through 11 games this year 
with little more than nicks 
and bruises. Ironically, his 
chief protector pp the offen- 


sive line, left tackle John Alt, 
is reduced by back pains to 
walking around the Chiefs’ 
practice field. 

Montana was asked about 
it Friday, 48 hours before he 
was hurt while desperately 
trying to jump-start the 
offense. 

“Luck.” he said. “It’s just 
the way it goes. Sometimes 
you’re the one who gets hurt 
and sometimes you’re not. 
Last year, I had two things 
that lingered for almost the 
whole year. 
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SEA, MOUNTAIN & PLEASING CLIMATE 



Don't Miss the event 


Christmas Shopping Day 




At Orthodox club 


Lots of goodies & lots of good prizes 


* ■ _ 




V 


d 



First Prizfc 


Toyota Corolla 


Enjoy a refreshing vacation in a healthy climate. 
Pleasant beaches & mountains of trees, vegetables & fruits. 
Luxury hotels & fully equipped apartments with 
worldwide communica lions. 

1.5 million Arab & European visitors come to Cyprus 
every year for tourism, business, conferences & sports. 
Our Island is secure & near to you 
culturally & geographically. 

Our friendly & hospitable people are our greatest asset. 



Dec. 


For more informaiiun. see your travel agent or contact us: 


1&2 



CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION 
Phone: 315715 - Fax: 313022 
P.O.B: 4535 - Nicosia. Cyprus 


mWWUE 


r<E> 


GUI? 

International Courier 
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Savicevic back for Mil 





in Intercontinental Cugpgja 




TOKYO (AFP) •— AC Milan 
will have Yugoslav midfielder 
Dejan Savicevic bade for the 
Intercontinental Cap match 
with Velez Sarsfield of 
Argentina in Tokyo Thurs- 
day. 

“Savicevic can play for 90 
minutes without any prob- 
lem,” coach Fabio Capello 
said on the eve of a match 
that could give Milan a fourth 
world club title to avenge 
their narrow defeat to Sao 
Paulo last year. 

The 28-year-old from Mon- 
tenegro, sidelined for six 
weeks with torn thigh muscle, 
will partner Daniele Massaro 
front. 


ties. 




We have turned up per- 
fectly," said Velez coach Car- 


strength of a teamwttfcfc 
the. Copa Libertad* 
Capello added. 


v i 


los Bianchi. 

Capello, who had eight 
players in the United States, 
blamed World Cup handover 
for his team’s poor start to 
the season. 


up 


Hie Argentine side, who 
beat Sao Paulo on penalties 
for their first Copa Liberta- 
dores, are expected to play 
their usual defensive game. 

Forwards Omar Andres 
Asad and Jose Oscar Flores 
struck 10 out of the 15 goals 
their team scored in the 
South American club cham- 
pionships, although Para-, 
guayan goalkeeper Jose Luis 
Chilavert can be just as 


His job may be on the line 
if they do not beat Casino 
Salzburg in Austria next 
Wednesday to reach the Euro- 
pean Cup semi-finals. 

Milan have slumped alar- 
mingly from the summit they 
readied in May when they 
beat Barcelona 4-0 with some 
imperious football for their 
fifth European Champions’ 
Cup. 


dangerous when he moves ui 


to take free-kicks and 


They are 11th in the Italian 
championship with only three 
win in 10 matches and after 
scoring only seven goals they 
traded Dutch star Ruud Gul- 
lit for Sampdoria’s Alessan- 
dro Melli, although the move 
has yet to pay off. 

The AC Milan coach 
warned that Velez might be 
“very tactical and aggres- 
sive.” 

l We cannot belittle the 


&&i 


The Velez coach 
aside questions a bout la, 
“How can I reveal tfoj 
fore the match?” 
said. 

Milan have played 
times at the National 
in Tokyo in 1989, 199p 
last year when they 
Olympique MarseS&£ 
French dub, who 
Milan in the 1993 
Cup final, was banned 
being embroiled in a 
rigging scandal. 

AC Milan: Sebastian* 
si; Mauro Tassotti, 
Bartsi. Alessandro 
ta, Paolo Mahtinl, 
Donadoni, Marcel 
Zvonimir Bohan, 
Albcrtini, Dejan 
Daniele Massaro. 

Velez Sarsfield 
Jose Chflarert, Flavio 
na, Rand Cardoza, 
Sotoauyor, Roberto 
Jose Basualdo, Roberto 
pd, Marcelo Gomez, 
ian Bassedas, Omar 
Jose Flores. 
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British champ to make 


Dubai Rally debut 


DUBAI (AP) — British 
womens' rally champion 
Stephanie Simmonite hopes 
to make a mark in the Dubai 
International Rally, which 
has ’been dominated by Arab 
drivers. 

“I have been around the 
terrain and although it looks 
ominous, I hope to come off 
nice and clean.” said the 25- 
year-old Simmonite. who 
won the British womens' title 
on her first attempt last 
month. 

The 1994 edition of the 
two-day rally, which covers 
667 kilometres (413 miles) 
across desert terrain, begins 
here Thursday. 

This is the fifth and final 
round of the championships. 
The earlier four were held in 
Qatar, Jordan. Lebanon and 
Oman. 


Germany’s Karl Heinz 
Lerch, the current off-road 
national champion, heads the 
European assault in a Ford, 
which is among 46 entries 
from 12 countries. 


The Arab grip on the 
}ks 


Dubai title looks strong — 
broken only once- in recent 
years by former world cham- 
pion Bjorn Waldegaard of 
Sweden. 

In Qatar, Dubai's Victory 
Rally Team made a flying 
start to the regional series 
when Sheikh Suhail Bin Kha- 
lifa Al-Maktoum won a su- 
perbn contest against Dubai's 
Mohammed Bin Sulayem. 

Snlayen has since fought 
back to clinch his seventh 
Middle East title and now is 
attempting to win his home 
event for the eighth time in 
10 years. 


B arkley 


injury is 


healing 


PHOENIX (AP) — 
usual, Charles Barkley 
things his way. 

Complaining of pain in 
strained abdominal mi 
Barkley skipped Monday’ 
team flight to Milwaukee J 
begins a seven- game, A 
road trip for the Phoei 
Suns. 

But after a battery of ti 
including an MRI. revi 
that the muscle is healing, 
caught a flight to join 
teammates. 

Team spokeswoman 
Fie said Barkley pro! 
would get into his 
National Basketball 
tion game of the seasba, 
^th for the Suns. ^ 


r 


With Air France 


Travel With Comfort 


■ 

If you are travelling with Air France’ from 
Amman on Tuesday or Friday morning with’ a 
ticket issued from Jordan, Air France will invite 
you to stay at Alia Gateway Hotel the night 
before the flight 


For more information 
Reservation: 666055 
Sales: 698317 / 698318 




Or contact your travel agent 



The Nabil & Hi sham Theatre 


PEACE, OH PEACE f “ 

POLmCAL SATIRE “SALAAM YA SALAAM “ IN ENGLISH 

• • - ■ 



On SatefagS 19* 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

. PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 1 Gnema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


The film which won 
seven Oscars 

THE NAME OF 
THE FATHER 


David Bradley 
in 

Cyborg Cop 


Shows: 1230. 3:30. 5:00. tirJO, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3 GO. 6:15, 8 JO, 10:45 


CONCORD “1” 

Tom Hanks ... in 

Sleepless in Seattle 


Shows: 12:30. 350. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Sister Act 

Shows: 3:15^:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 6X8275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 



Sharon Stone & Richard 


in 


Intersection 


Shows; 1230. 3 JO. 6:13. 830 


The family t chiTdfen play 

“Water is a gift of life” 


10:00 a.m. 


Tel,: 675571 

NabU AlUteshini Th eatri 

Thursday—Thursday 
1.12.1994 


You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeb Makhzouqa) 


Ticket window is open all day 


Nabil & Hish am's 

AHUNlHBAm 

Presents; - 

uttJS"** • at,re: 

Si? “! Y 

Daily at 8:3( 

Saturday * Sunday 
theatre’* holiday 

In English nox 


jay and Su 


\ 
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German runner 
banned for steroids 



Tradition favours Zamaiek in African Ch 



pions 


BONN (R) — German inter- 
national distance runner 
‘Martin Bremer has been ban- 
ned for four years for taking 
testosterone, the German 
Athletics Federation (DLV) 
said Wednesday. 

Bremer, who finished third 
in .the 5,000 metres at last 
September's World Cup in 
London, admitted taking tes- 
tosterone but said he had got 
it from his doctor because a 
. .bad case of hepatitis and 
shingles had stopped the pro- 
duction of natural hormones 
1 in his body. 

, Although German athletics 
officials said they did not 

- believe Bremer had taken the 
drug to enhance his perform- 
ance, he is now banned from 
-all competition for four 


years. 

“The DLV has suspended 
the athlete with immediate 
effect from all competitions 
and from the squad after he 
admitted to taking testoster- 
one," the federation said in a 
statement. “We have ordered 
the analysis of the B test.” 

Bremer, a dubmate of 
Olympic 5.000 metres cham- 
pion Dieter Baumann, was 
banned after high levels of 
the testosterone was found in 
bis body at a road race in 
Fribourg, Switzerland. 

The case is another blow to 
German athletics just as it 
seemed to be recovering from 
the much-publicised scandal 
involving former double 
world sprint champion Katrin 
Krabbe. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Zamaiek go into the hist 
leg of the African Cham- 
pions' Cup final at the 
mammoth Nasser Stadium 
in Cairo this weekend seek- 
ing a record fourth title. 

Opposing them are 
another famous North Aril- 
can team, Esperance of 
Tunisia, who readied the 
continental club showpiece 
by scoring 21 goals in an 
unbeaten eight-match run. 

Defending champions 
Zamaiek have been less 
dominant, eliminating Gor 
Mahia of Kenya, Sogara of 
Gabon and Nkana of Zam- 
bia after fierce struggles. 

But tradition favours the 
Egyptians, whose three suc- 
cesses have been matched 


only by Canon Yaounde of 
Cameroon and Hafia of 
Guinea. 

And if Zamaiek triumph, 
they will join 1 TP Englebert 
of Zaire as the sole clubs to ( 
successfully defend a trophy 
named after Sekou Toure, 
the late ruler of Guinea. 

Englebert succeeded in 
the ~ late 1960s when ‘ the 
competition was in its infan- 
cy, and the absence of many 
leading nations made prog- 
ress much easier. 

Besides a liberal sprink- 
ling of players who have 
represented Egypt, 
Zamaiek boast Ghanaians 
Ahmed Oscar and Joe 
Okyere and Nigerian Akin 
Akinsehinde in their squad. 

Oscar convened into 


Islam and changed his name 
from Laud when he quit 
Dawu Young Stars in Gha- 
na to join a club who have 
monopolised Egyptian foot- 
ball with A1 Ahly for de- 
cades. 

Zambian international 
Kenneth Malitoli, who re- 
cently captained his-country 
in the absence of Kalusha 
Bwalya, has also proved a 
menace to defenders, scor- 
ing four times. 

_Aftejr comfortable 
triumphs over moderate 
opponents from Burkina 
Faso and Mali. Esperance 
served notice of their inten- 
.tions by overwhelming 
Nigerians Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale 3-0. 

In the semi-finals, the 


■ 

leading Tunisian club 
proved equally irrepressi- 
ble. defeating Mouioudia 
Oran 3-1 and drawing 2-2 in 
Algeria after leading by two 
goals. 

African Cup fectfile 

Scorers 

Zamaiek 

Ahmad Ramzy, Khaled 
AI-Ghandour. Ahmad 
Oscar, Mohammad Ismail 
2 . 

Esperance 

Ayadi Hamrouni 6, Ken- 
neth Malitoli 4. Hassan 
Gabsi, Ben Neji 3, Moez 
Chefai, Mohammad Mah- 
joubi, Gibby Mbsaeta. 
Thabet Tarak. Noureddine 
Bousina 1. 


Champions’ Cup re- 
cords 

Zamaiek 

1979 quarter-finals, 19$4 
winners, 1985 semi-finals, 
1986 winners, 1987 quarter- 
finals, 1989 -first round, 
1993 winners. 

Esperance 

1971 second round, 1986 
quarter-finals. 1989 second 
round, 1990 quarter-finals, 
1992 first round. 

Previous winners 

1964 Oryx Douala 
(Cameroon), 1965 No com- 
petition, 1966 Stade Abid- 
jan (Ivory Coast). 1967- 
1968 TP Englebert (Zaire). 
10*9 Ismailia (Egypt). 1970 


Asanfe TCotoko (Ghax&J. 
1971 Canon Yaounde 
(Cameroon). 1972 Hafia 
(Guinea), 1973 Vila 
(Zaire). 1974 CARA (Cqn- 


1979 Union Douala (Carte- j 

roon), 1980 Canon, 1981 j 
JET (Algeria), 1982 Al- j 
Ahly (Egypt. 1983 Kotol$o, j 
1984 Zamaiek, 1985 Royal 
Armed Forces (Morocco). 
1986 Zamaiek. 1987 Al- 
Ahly, 1988 Entente Sqtif 
(Algeria), 1989 Rajja 
Casablanca (Morocco). 

1990 JS Kabylie (Algeria). 

1991 Club African (Tuni- 

sia), 1992 Wydad Casablan- 
ca (Morocco), 1993 
Zamaiek. * 


Kings beat Heat for best start in 12 years 


MIAMI (R) — The Sac- 
ramento Kings aren't really 
used to ’this. 

The Kings edged the 
.Miami Heat 94-89 Tuesday 
for their best start in 12 years 
and their first win in Miami in 
seven games. 

~ j 'T didn't shoot well at all, 
but the team came through,” 
said Mitch Richmond, a na- 
. five of nearby Fort Lauder- 
dale who was just 4-of-14 
from the field. “I love this 
gym. This is home, and this is 
'jJs first time Fve ever won 
here-' 

A 3-pointer by Brad 
Lohaus cut the deficit to 92- 
89 with 21 seconds to jAay, 


but rookie Michael Smith 
scored on a breakaway to seal 
the win. 

“My heart went to my 
knees when they got that 
three," Kings coach Garry 
St. Jean said. “We’re heading 
for the plane before the refs 


change it (the win).” 

Walt Williams scored 20 
points and rookie Brian 
Grant added 16 for the 
Kings, who won at Miami for 
the first time since December 
7, 1988. 

The Kings (6-5) have 
beaten last-season playoff 
teams in all of their wins this 
season and stand above -500. 
rtis late in the season for the 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

a tanhah hbsch 

eiSUTinum Midi Bin*—. I 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Ab South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

•AJ86 VA7S 083 M1083 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East Sooth Woat 

X 9 Pan 1 ♦ Pasa 

2 * Paaa ? 

What action do you take? 


North 
1 * 

2 <? 

What i 


Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, ea South 
you bold: 

4AQ9873 7J104 0Q7 *J6 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

Sooth Wait North Eaat 
2 «* Paaa 3 0 Pasa 
.? 

•-Weak 

What action do you take? 

-QJt— Neither vulnerable, aa South 
• you hold: 

*K 96432 CKJ762 *Q9S 
The bidding haa proceeded:, . 


I Sooth West 
i 1 NT Paaa 
i . ? 

do you take? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦A 96 0AQ1064 OK97662 
What is your opening bid? 

Q. 5— Both vulnerable, as Srotb 
you bold: 

6A852 9A104 0J53 6.J75 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

North Eaat Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 * Paaa 

1 NT Paaa ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 

4K87663 107653 OK *Void 

Aa dealer, what action do you take? 


first time since they began the 
1982-83 campaign at 8-3. 

Bimbo Coles scored 19 
points and Kevin Willis 
added 17 for the Heat (3-8). 

At Golden State, the Los 
Angeles dippers lost their 
13th consecutive game as 
Ricky Pierce's 3-point play 
with 42 seconds left in over- 
time gave the Warriors a 
127-1214 victory. 

The Clippers' Pooh 
Richardson, who forced 
overtime with a 15-footer 
with 4.3 seconds left in reg- 
ulation, missed a 3-pointer at 
the OT buzzer. 

The Clippers are 
approaching an NBA record 
for season-opening futQity. 
Three teams began by losing 
their first 15 games and the 
expansion Miami Heat lost 
their first 17 in 1988 before 
beating tire dippers. 

Latrell Sprewell scored 31 
points to lead the Warriors, 
who blew a 21-point first- 
quarter lead. . 

In Dallas, Jim Jackson 
scored 26 points as the 
Mavericks took a sloppy 84- 
83 win over Minnesota Tnn- 
berwolves. 

With 7.6 seconds left and 
Dallas up by a point, Jackson 
missed two free throws. Min- 
nesota rookie Donyell Mar- 
shall grabbed the rebound, 
dribbed to the front court and 
missed badly on a 40-footer 
to end the game. ■ - 


“1 could see the confusion 
in Donyell’s face and 1 was 
glad that he had it more than 
anything else,'* said Jackson. 
“He danced with it a little bit. 
wasted some time and threw 
up a long shot.” 

The teams combined for 16 
turnovers and just 11 field 
goals in the fourth quarter. 

At new Jersey, Cedric 
Ceballos scored 34 points and 
Sedale Threatt had seven 
points during a 13-1 ran to 
open the second overtime as 
the Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Nets 129-120. 

Derrick Coleman had 24 
rebounds and Kenny Ander- 
son had 24 points and (fished 
out 16 assists for the Nets. 

In Milwaukee, rookie Tre- 
vor Ruffin sank three 3- 
pointers during a 26-10 
second-quarter run as the 
Phoenix Suns raced past the 
Bucks -123-106 for their 
fourth straight triumph. 

Dan Majerie scored 23 
points, Ruffin had 20 and 
rookie Wesley Person added 
19 for the Suns, who opened 
a seven game road trip with 
their eighth victory in their 
last nine games. 

Vin Baker scored 23 points 
and todd Day added 20 for 
Milwaukee, which has lost 
four straight games. 

Suns all-star Charles Bark- 
ley scored five points after a 
one-game absence, sitting out 
the entire fourth quarter. 


In Atlanta, Hersey Haw- 
kins scored 22 points as the 
Charlotte Hornets held off 
the Hawks for a 90-85 vic- 
tory. 

Alonzo Mourning added 
18 points and Dell Curry had 
17. 

Charlotte led by as many as 
16 points in the second period, 
but had to hang on as the 
Heat got as close as 86-85 
with 15 seconds. 

At Washington, Patrick 
Ewing's jump shot with two 
minutes remaining sparked a 
6-0 run, breaking open a 
three-point game as the New 
York Knicks defeated the 
Bullets 99-91 . 

Ewing finished with 20 
points and a season-high 15 
rebounds. 

Washington was led by 
Chris Webber’s 21 points, his 
most as a member of the 
Bullets. Webber also grabbed 
a team-high 11 rebounds. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
jvwon had 27 points, 12 re- 
bounds and five blocked 
shots as the Rockets cruised 
to a 9681 win over the De- 
nver Nuggets to stop a three- 
game losing streak. 

in Portland, Karl Malone 
had 30 points, 10 rebounds 
and eight assists and the Utah 
Jazz used a 15-4 ran to open 
the fourth quarter to rake 
control of the game and beat 
the Trail Blazers 105-94. The 
Jazz have won five straight. 


Japan will gain most if : 
Chinese athletes disqualified 


BEUING (R) — Japan has 
the most to gain if Chinese 
swimmers at last month's 
Asian Gaines are banned for 
drugs use, the Beijing youth 
daily said Wednesday. 

“If the Asian Games’ suc- 
cesses of Lu Bin, Xiong 
Guoming and others come 
into trouble, more than 10 
swimming gold medals would 
fall into the hands of the 
Japanese,” the newspaper 
said. 

Meanwhile China's Olym- 
pic Committee confirmed 
Wednesday it bad been for- 
mally notified that 11 
Chinese athletes had been 
tested positive during the 
Asian Gaines in Hiroshima. 

La 'and Xiong were among 
11 Chinese athletes named in 
the Japanese newspaper Asa- 
hi Shim bun Wednesday as 
testing positive at the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. 

The two swimmers won 
four gold medals each.. The 
newspaper also named male 
swimmers Hu Bin and Xue 
Wei, who won a gold medal 
apiece. 

The Beijing youth daily 
said world women's 400 
metres freestyle champion 
Yang Aihns, banned by the 
International Swimming Fed- 
eration (FINA) for two years 
after testing positive for, exces- 
sive levels -ofeifiestostHpne, 
had appealed to FINA, 


arguing that three tests by 
Japanese officials on her 
urine sample bad produced 
fore different results. 

The Chinese sports daily, 
quoting sources at the 
Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee, said an official of China's 
Asian Games delegation bad 
returned to Tokyo to review 
analyses of urine samples of 
the- 11 Chinese athletes. 

“The Chinese Olympic 
Committee was shocked and 
felt sorry and has instructed 
the associations concerned to 
investigate the matter im- 
mediately,” the newspaper 
said. 

Chinese officials said they 
would pursue all appeals to 
ensure China’s athletes were 
accord due process but that 
China would accept the coun- 
cil’s findings. 

“According to the OCA 
rules, all the parties involved 
have no right to make any 
revelation before the OCA 
makes an official decision," 
the paper quoted one source 
as saying. 

The abides were identified 
by the newspaper as: 

Swimming 

Men 

HnBhx — gold in 50 metres 
freestyle 

Xiong ^Guomi ng four 
-fBlds h 200 njfoBIhc^fe, 


200 metres individual medley, 
400 metres individual medley, 
4X400 metres relay and a 
silver in 4X100 metres relay. 

Xue Wei — gold in ;2O0 
metres butterfly 

Tu Yong — bronze in . 406 
metres fauUvhhial medley 

Women 

■ 

Lu Bin — four golds hi 50 
metres freestyle, 200 metres 
freestyle, 200 metres indi- 
vidual medley, 4X100 metres 
relay and two silvers in 100 
metres freestyle, 100 metres 
backstorke. 

Zhou Guanbin — gold in 
400 metres freestyle and a 
silver in 800 metres freestyle. 

Yang Aihua — silver in 400 


Athletics 

Han Qing — gold in 
women’s 400 metres hurdles 

Canoeing 

Thang Ld — two golds in 
men’s 500 and 1,000 metres 
Canadian singles 
Qiu Suren — silver in 
men’s 1,000 metres Canadian 
pairs 


Cycling 


— t&ld in 


sprint. 


tel 
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f\A+ 

rV.'i’,* 
,- ViV 

M 

ws 


mm 



















12 


News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSPAY-FRIPA^ 



-L 
' 1 

. i 


* 

Jordan to brief donors , seek 
to advance debt relief efforts 


; By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has -cal- 
led, a meeting with a consulta- 
tive group of donor countries 
to. familiarise them with the 
Kingdom's budgetary plans 
arid sound out prospects for 
assistance during fiscal 1995, 
officials and diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

• They said the meeting, 
which was set for Sunday, 
will not take place on Mon- 
day so that Finance Minister 
Sami Gammoh can partici- 
pate, was expected to review 
Jordan’s economic perform- 
ance for 1994 and die King - 
dom’s targets for 1995 as 
outlined in the fiscal budget 
presented to Parliament. 

The JD 1.674 billion 
budget with a deficit of JD 50 
million is expected to be de- 
bated on the floor of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
soon. The budget focuses 
more on allocating funds for 
much-needed development 
projects seen essential to 
meet the needs of some of the 
outlying areas and make the 
investment climate in Jordan 
more attractive to foreign 
and local investors. 


The meeting, called by 
Minister of Planning Hisftam 
Kharib, would also aim at 
advancing Jordan's efforts to 
alleviate its foreign debt bur- 
den through write-off and 
rescheduling. 

Most of the European 
countries, the United States 
and Japan are members of 
the consultative group which 
works under the umbrella of 
the World Bank. Ambassa- 
dors of the countries and the 
delegate of the European 
Commission in Amman 
would attend the meeting. 

No details of specific 
targets of assistance that Jor- 
dan seeks from the donor 
community were avai table. 
The consultative group, 
meeting in Paris under the 
aegis of the World Bank early 
this year, pledged $380 mil- 
lion to help the Kingdom to 
address its deficit in the ba- 
lance of payments in 1994. 
Part of the amount was ex- 
pected to cover Jordan’s 
needs for 1995. 

The actual shortfall for the 
year 1994 in Jordan's balance 
of payments is expected to be 
around JO 140 million. It was 
also not immediately known 
whether any of the donors 


who pledged the $380 million 
for this year had not fulfilled 
their commitment. 

The Arabic- language daily 
A1 Ra'i reported that Jordan 
would also be launching an 
effort to reschedule $850 mil- 
lion of its foreign debts dur- 
ing the meeting. No official 
or diplomat would confirm 
the amount mentioned in the 
report, but said it was only 
expected that Jordan would 
be addressing all the issues 
that are involved in its efforts 
to correct its economy and 
reduce its debt burden. 

“We expect to hear the 
details of Jordan's economic 
performance and budgetary 
problems at Monday's meet- 
ing," said a senior Western 
diplomat, noting that the 
findings of a recent Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
assessment of the Kingdom's 
economy would also be re- 
viewed at the gathering. 

“The meeting should be 
very interesting." noted a 
European economic counsel- 
led "It would offer an insight 
into Jordan’s plans and ex- 
pectations with the advent of 
peace." 

Most diplomats that the 
Jordan Times talked to said 


their governments were sym- 
pathetic to Jordan’s needs, 
particularly that the Kingdom 
“took the brave decision to 
sign a peace treaty with 
Israel" — as one of them put 
it. But none of them conld 
predict with any .degree of 
accuracy the amount of aid 
that Jordan could expect 
from their countries. 

“In general, Europe con- 
siders Jordan as a special case 
and looks favourably upon 
any Jordanian request for 
help despite the international 
economic adjustments and 
pressing need for aid to be 
channelled elsewhere," said 
another European diplomat. 

However, added the diplo- 
mat, “there may not be a 
uniform approach in re- 
sponse to the request. Every 
country has its own priority 
and methods of extending 
help.” 

According to a senior 
World Bank official, Jordan 
has outperformed some of 
the objectives set in the .eco- 
nomic restructuring program? 
me and it was a safe expecta- 
tion that the Kingdom might 
not need external assistance 
to help its -balance of pay- 
ments by the year 1997. 


Chechens in Jordan rally behind Dudayev 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jon/an Times 

AMMAN — The Chechen 
community in Jordan issued a 
statement Wednesday in sup- 
port of Chechenya President 
Dzhokar Dudayev, appealing 
to His Majesty King Hussein 
and the international com- 
munity to uphold the free- 
dom and independence of the 
Chechen Republic in the face 
of “Russian aggression." 

: According to the official 
spokesman and bead of 
Chechen-Ichkeriya republic 
information bureau in Jordan 
and the Middle East, Farouk 
Tobulat, about 300 members 
of the Chechen community 
representing various tribes 
assembled Tuesday evening 
to. -discuss the current situa- 
tion. 

' ‘.“The Chechen community 
in Jordan is united in its 
support for Dudayev and are 
opposed to Russian threats, 
w^have issued if statement 
calling for widespread sup- 
port Chechen sovereignty,” 
Mr. Tobulat told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

He said that Tuesday's 
meeting proved that “in- 
sinuations’' of divisions and 
Internal disputes within the 
Jordanian Chechen commun- 


ity, one of the largest ootside 
the republic numbering 
around 80,000, were false. 

“We are all in agreement 
to stand behind Dudayev, 
who has become the symbol 
of Chechenya, and the inde- 
pendent repnblic,” added 
Mr. Tobulat. 

The statement, signed by 
about 10 leaders of the com- 
munity, said: “Jordanian 
Chechens, their friends and 
people who believe in free- 
dom, rights and self- 
determination, have followed 
closely the fragrant Russian 
intervention in the internal 
affairs of the Republic of 
Chechenya... and (their) sup- 
port and solidarity of the 1 
Chechen people and the re- 
public is in response to the 
current tragic events... and 
condemn the aggression of 
opposition groups supported 
by the Russians.” 

The statement, drawn up 
by the Committee of Jorda- 
nian Chechens and Friends 
which was established in 
1989, called upon those who 
believe in the right of all 
people to freedom to support 
the independent Chechen re- 
public and that "this commit- 
tee appeals to King Husein, 
the Jordanian Parliament and 
government, die United Na- 


tions, governments and pub- 
lic institutions worldwide... 
to pressurise Russia to cease 
its a ggr ession and to retract 
its ultimatum immediately." 

Russian President Boris 
Yel tsin issued an ultimatum 
on Tuesday, giving the break- 
away republic 48 hou rs to 
submit to Russian constitu- 
tional rule to avoid the im- 
position of the state of 
emergency. 

According to news agency 
dispatches. President 
Dudayev was quoted as 
saying Wednesday that he 
would start negotiations with 
the Russian authorities “as 
soon as it (Moscow) prop- 


the only one of 89 regions 
and republics to hold out 
against Russia. 

Chechenya is geopolitically 
essential to Russia: it is agri- 
culturally rich and has suffi- 


Opposition to Mr. 
Dudayev led by Omar Avtur- 
khanov and openly supported 
by Russia with money, arms 
and military specialists, wants 
Chechenya to rejoin the Rus- 
sian Federation. 

In the meantime reports 
say that -die! capital Grozny^ 
almost totally ^deserted by 
soldiers, is now being flooded 
by thousands of volunteers to 
defend it -against a feared 
attack from Moscow at dawn 
today (Thursday). 

Chechenya, a Muslim re- 
public which seceded* from 
Russian control m 1991, is 


fy energy demands of the 
whole ofRttssia, Mr. Tobulat 
said. More importantly, it is 
an oil producing and refining 
centre. 

There are ap pr o x ima tely 
one milli on Chechens living 
throughout the Russian Fed- 
eration, many of whom, 
according to reports, form .a 
powerful Chechen mafia. 

Mr.- Tobulat said that Mr. 
Dudayev had is recent days 
threatened to call upon 
“Chechen secret elements in 
Russia" to help him by “per- 
forming operations." Hatred 
smoulders beneath national- 
ist aspirations of recent years, 
as Chechens and all Cauca- 
sians remember Stalin's 
ethnic deportations begun in 
1944 for aBe^ooWbOTation 
with the i j&ermans during 
World (War H, he said. 

The statement issued by 
the Committee of Jordanian 
Chechens and Friends said: 
“We appeal to the world to 
prevent a recurrence of the 
massacres in Bosnia- 
Herzegovraa.” 





-Israeli soldiers armed with phones to call home 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Young conscripts to the Israeli army 
find it tough leaving their families are increasingly 
i .carrying portable telephones. Growing numbers of the 
-teenagers have been turning up with the machines to stay in 
touch with anxious parents worried their offspring might 
have been caught in the latest extremist attack. Officers at 
first turned a blind eye. but as more and more telephones 
'were brought in they appealed to the chief of staff, the 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper reported Wednesday. Howev- 
.er, the military top brass has yet to take a decision, the 
- daily said. “Until now we were used to seeing soldiers 
'armed with guns or pistols, but not telephones.” one senior 
.officer admitted to the Yediot. 

i • • * 

U.N. troops to leave Kismayu in December 

■ ■ ■ 

.■MOGADISHU (AFP) — U.N. Indian troops will with- 
draw in December from the southern Somali port of 
Kismayu, spokesman Zubair Chattha said Wednesday. The 
i 'JvOOO Indian troops will return home aboard ships char- 
tered by the U.N. Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
which will dock at the port. Major Chatta said. He refused 
.to give a precise date for their departure for security 
reasons, but predicted it would be orderly. Other sources 
said the withdrawal would take place by the end of the 
.week. Representatives of the international charity Mede- 
dns Sans Frontier (Doctors Without Borders) who quit 
■Kismayu on Nov. 23 after one of their workers was briefly 
-kidnapped, predicted that rival dans would probably fight 
for the dry's port and airport once the Indians left. The 
-pullout of the Indian troops from Kismayu is part of a 
-wholesale 'withdrawal of 15,000 U.N. troops from Somalia to 

.be completed by March 31 
• ■ 

■Replacement judge named in Geagea trial 

■ ■ 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese government on Wednesday 
named a judge to replace an ill colleague on the country's 
-highest court, allowing the trial of former Christian warlord 
■Samir Geagea in two murdeT cases to resume. A govern- 
'ment decree said Hussein AI Zein replaced Wajih A1 
Awiyeh on the five-man judidal coundl handling both 
-cases. The 42-year-old Geagea is the first militia chief of 
the 1975-90 dvil war to face trial. Head of the once- 
' powerful Christian Lebanese Forces militia, Mr. Geagea 
jaces possible death sentences for a February church 
bombing that killed 11 worshippers north of Beirut and the 
1990 murder of Christian rival Dani Chamoun and bis 
-family. Chief Judge Philip KhairaJIah adjourned last 
Friday's session in the bombing case shortly after it began, 

1 saying Mr. Alawiyeh was ill, could not bear the stress of the 
Tong hours at the trial and would be replaced. Mr. 
■Khairallah has yet to set a date for continuing the trial in 
the church blast case but sessions of the Chamoun case 
•resume on Friday. 

~U.N. envoys visit flood-stricken Iranian area 

■TEHRAN (AFP) — Several U.N. envoys arrived in 
southwestern Iran on Wednesday to assess widespread 
'damage caused by massive floods in the region, the official 
Islamic Republic News Agency IRNA said. Officials from 
the U.N. Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF), the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the U.N. Food and Agriculture 


Organisation (FAO) were among those who arrived in the 
city of Ahvaz in Khuzestan province. Massive floods struck 
54 cities and towns as well as 700 villages in eight Iranian 
provinces in the past few days, killing 13 people. 

Tom Jones big hit in Abu Dhabi 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Tom Jones kicked off a Gulf tour 
with a sell-out concert in Abu Dhabi, his first performance 
in the region, Tuesday night. More than 3,500 fans, some 
of them who were hot even bom when the Welsh signer 
began his career in the early 60s,, turned out for the 
two-hour beachfront show. Jones, backed by an 11-piece 
British band, belted out his classic like “Delilah," “Green. 
Green Grass of Home" and “ThunderbaU" as well as some 
of his newer hits. True to form the 50-some star gyrated 
energetically throughout the show,, with ecstatic women 
fans throwing panties- onto the stage. He was scheduled to 
play in Dubai Wednesday and 'Diursday nights. 

Israeli gay wins landmark appeal 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s . supreme court issued a 
landmark ruling Wednesday that the state airline El Al 
must grant homosexual employees the same rights as 
heterosexuals. The court upheld an appeal by El Al 
steward Yonatan Danielowitz, who fought a six-year legal 
battle against the company. He demanded that his live-in 
male lover of 15 years be given two free tickets each year in 
line with the wives of married staff. Lawyers said the ruling 
would set a precedent for numerous other cases in which 
Israeli, homosexuals are demanding equal rights. Adir 
Steiner, who lived with a soldier killed on active service, 
told Israel Radio on Wednesday that he would press ahead 
with his demands to obtain all the “the benefits accorded to 
the soldiers’ widows.” 

Fewer AIDS cases reported in Israel 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The number of new carriers of 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) fell in Israel 
to 135 over the first 11 months of 1994, compared with 174 
for 1993. the health ministry said Wednesday. That pushed 
the total number of carriers' identified to 1.226. although 
the ministry admitted the real figure was likely to be 
between 2,000 and 2,500. The figures, released on the eve 
of World Aids Day, showed that 307 Israelis had developed 
full-blown AIDS, all but 30 of them women. About 70 are 
still alive and 16 have left the country. The rest are dead. 

Mpssad spy master distrusts Israeli MPs 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The chief of the Mossad intelligence 
agency has refused to appear before parliament’s defence 
and foreign affairs committee for nine years because of a 
fear of leaks, a newspaper reported Wednesday. Parlia- 
ment spokeswoman Sarah Yitzhald-Kaplan told AFP the 
Mossad head refuses to speak to the powerful cross-party 
committee of 25 members of parliament (MPs). However, 
he does appear before the three-man intelligence affairs 
sub-committee, she said. The Haaretz newspaper said the 
last- Mossad chief to talk to the full committee was Nahum 
Aumom who in 1985 won the backing of then Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to stop appearances after press 
leaks. 
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FORCED EVICTION: Police move in to evict of a row of crumbling Victorian booses i * •» 

an anti-motorway camp of demonstrators stag- attempt to stop one of the final 

mg a rooftop protest in Leytonstose. Britain. Mil motorway link road (AFP photo) 

Some 200 demonstrators remained on the roof 

Jordan seeking $25b from U.S. in 10 years 


(Continued from page 1) 

mat said: “We have a 
general sense of what Jor- 
dan’s primary concerns 
are." 

According to the author- 
itative Washin gton-based 
Defence News weekly, 
U.S. government officials 
have begun putting 
together an aid package to 
make good on President 
Clinton's promise to assist 
Jordan's military. 

Options have been 
drafted in the Department 
of Defence that would pro- 
vide for a long-term milit- 
ary aid package ranging 
from 5250 million to $2.5 
Ullion, according to Amer- 
ican officials quoted by De- 
fence News. The package 
is expected to be submitted 
to the U.S. Congress early 
next year. 

The administration is re- 
viewing several options, in- 
ducting requesting a special 
supplemental bill for the 

1995 budget to cover up to 
SI billion in military aid for 
Jordan or waiting until 

1996 to incorporate the 
Jordanian programme into 
the 1996 foreign aid 
budget, said the Defence 
News report. 

Jordan, which has the 
longest border with Israel, 
has been working since the 
Gulf war on a major plan 
to tarn its 98,OQ0tii>ftp 
armed forces into mod- 
em, weft-trained and well- 
equipped force. 


“We need a military that 
is well-trained and well- 
equipped to ensure secur- 
ity and defend our borders 
from any external threats,” 
said a senior official. “We 
cannot let our guard down 
just because we made 
peace with Israel.” 

Besides barring infiltra- 
tions by extremists 
opposed to the peace 
accord, the military also 
has to be prepared for 
possible unrest and threats 
in and from the West 
Bank, Syria. Iraq and 
Israel itself. 

“Jordan's main priority 
now is to defend its bor- 
ders,'’ Field Marshal 
(Ret.) Fathi Abu Taleb, 
the army's former chief of 
staff, told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 

“There has to be a reoi 
ganisation of the Jordanian 
armed forces as soon as 
possible,” said Field Mar- 
shal Abu Taleb, who re- 
tired two years ago after 
serving 43 years in the 
army. 

This reorganisation in- 
cludes reducing the num- 
ber of personnel needed in 
some support units and 
quickly working to trans- 
form one of the army's two 
armoured divisions into a 
light infantry unit capable 
of moving quickly and. 
effectively to deter aggres- 
sion. 

Thq, military, which has 
been on a tight budget foT 
the last six years, has not 
made major weapon 


Donors give $125 to PNA 


(Continued from page 1) 

ign Minister Jan Egeland, 
who chaired the meeting, 
said the donors were confi- 
dent they could find another 
$23 million to completely 
write off the Palestinians’ de- 


ficit. 

The money comes on top 
of a 558 million fund signed 
over to Mr. Arafat by the 
World Bank on Tuesday for 
reconstruction. 

Donors here also appealed 
to Israel to help the Palesti- 
nians by easing restrictions 


purchases since the mid- 
1980s. Two major deals for 
fighter jets, British Torna- 
does and French Mirage 
2000s, have had to be can- 
celled due to limited re- 
sources. 

Washington, which 
punished Jordan for its 
stand in the Gulf war bv 
halting economic and milit- 
ary aid, resumed military 
assistance, including joint 
exercises and training 
programmes last year. The 
United States has also re- 
leased to Jordan support 
equipment, including fati- 
gues and transport vehi- 
cles. 

Although the country’s 
economic and security 
needs are great, both 
Jordanian and American 
officials have indicated that 
it may be difficult for the 
Kingdom to get such a 
package with the con- 
straints on the U.S. eco- 
nomy and especially with 
the new Republican-led 
Congress, some of whose 
leaders may not be too 
keen to finance the Middle 
East peace process. 

“We may be able to get a 
smaller number of the re- 
quested F-16 fighter planes 
but we may be overly opti- 
mistic if we think we can 
get the whole package,” 
said the senior official. But 
Jordan, he said, still ex- 
pects to get a great deal of 
weaponry and support 
equipment from excess de- 
fence equipment from U.S. 
arsenals. 

on workers and goods cros- 
sing the borders that have 
been imposed because of 
attacks on Israelis. 

World Bank officials esti- 
mate that 20,000 Palestinians 
now cross the border daily to 
work in Israel, compared 
with 70.000 last year. Over 
half Gaza's workforce is out 
of wo^k. 


PLO: Israel must quit W. Bank before vote 

(Continued from mee I) said Arafat adviser Nabil quired both sides to take a 

Abu Irdeineh. fresh lopk at the principles 

ciica Mr ‘ Rabin and his military for the Second phase. 


(Continued from page 1) 

■ 

said Major Elise Shazar, 
spokeswoman of the army's 
civil administration arm. 

A legislator close to Mr. 
Rabin on Wednesay prop- 
osed postponing an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
Palestinian towns in the West 
Bank, but uprooting some 
Jewish settlements ahead of 
schedule. 

The trial balloon was flo- 
ated by Ori Orr, chairman of 
parliament's defence and 
foreign affairs committee, 
just days before Israel and 
the Palestinians were to begin 
negotiations on troop rede- 
ployment and Palestinian 
genera] elections. 

But a spokesman for 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat rejected the idea as a 
violation of the autonomy 
accord. “Dismantling 1 small 
settlements is no substitute 
for troop redeployment," 


said Arafat adviser Nabil 
Abu Irdeineh. 

Mr. Rabin and his military 
commanders have com- 
plained that Palestinian 
police in the PNA-niled areas 
failed to prevent attacks on 
Israelis by militants. There- 
fore, the safety of over 
120,000 Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank could not be 
guaranteed after an Israeli 
troop withdrawal, Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Searching for alternatives, 
Mr. Rabin last week prop- 
osed that the army redeploy 
only during a three-day elec- 
tion period and on Tuesday 
raised the possibility that 
troops don’t leave their posi- 
tions at all during the ballot- 
ing. 

Palestinian officials have 
rejected both proposals as 
violations of the autonomv 
accord. 

Mr. Ott expanded on the 
idea Wednesday, saying the 
mistakes made in im- 
plementing the first stage re- 


Diplomatic team due in Tel Aviv 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Jewish state's ambassador 
to the Kingdom. Earlier re- 
ports had suggested Chief of 
Staff Ehuda Barak as the 
nominee, but General B_arak 
had turned down the offer. 

Other candidates, 1 as re- 
ported in the Israeli media, 
include career diplomat Eitan 
Ben Tzur, Foreign Ministry 


Deputy Director Yossi Gal, 
who served as Dr. Muasher's 
counterpart during the peace 
negotiations, and Ephraim 
Haleyy. deputy head of the 
Israeli secret service. 

Jordan and Israel on Sun- 
day announced the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations 
between them. 

According to officials, if 
the delegation headed by Mr. 


Israeli woman soldier killed 


(Continued from page 1) 

passers-by, police said. 

The attacker was tackled 
about 30 metres from the site 
after a truck driver chased 
after him, shouting “hold 
him, hold him.” Eyewitnes- 
ses said the attacker raised 
his hands in the air while he 
was turning to show he was 
no longer armed. 

The captured man was 


identified as Wahid Abu 
Rub, an unemployed 24- 
year-old from the occupied 
West Bank town of Qabatiya 
whose brother is a jailed 
member of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement. Hamas. 

Village residents said Mr. 
Abu Rub was shot in the legs 
a few years ago on suspicion 
of being an Israeli informant 
and the axe attack was 
apparently an attempt to 


Mr. Otr proposed holding 
electionsvfor a Palestinian 
self-rule council as soon as 
possible bft without pulling 
out the troops. 

“Elections are very impor- 
tant,” Mr. Orr told the 
Associated Press. “I think 
the Palestinians and Israelis 
should understand that we 
cannot go now to redeploy- 
ment because of the terror. 
But we can hold elections 
without redeployment." 

“On the other hand, be- 
cause we are fighting terror, 
we should take into consid- 
eration changing a few posi- 
tions of settlements, first in 
Gaza and maybe later in the 
West Bank,” Mr. Orr added. 

Mr. Orr said small, iso- 
lated settlements should be 
moved to larger settlement 
blocs that are easier to de- 
fend. He cited Gaza’s Netzar- 
im and Kfar Darom as candi- 
dates for uprooting. 

Rifai does not find success in 
locating suitable premises for 
an embassy in Tel Aviv, then 
Jordan would opt to operate 
a mission out of one of the 
hotels in Tei Aviv pending 
the selection of a suitable 
site. 

In any case, the Jordanian 
flat will be raised in Tel Aviv 
and the Israeli flag will go up 
in Amman Dec. 10 in line 
with the provisions of the 
peace treaty. 

clear his name following a 
wave of recent arrests. 

The northern West Bank 
has been subject to repeated 
police sweeps over the past 
two months, with over 400 
activists from Hamas arrested 

following a wave of bloody 
attacks. 3 

Afula was the sight of one 
of the bloodiest operations 
claimed by Hamas, when a 

ySKSf"? 1 *? on a bus in 

Apnl killed eight Israelis. 





Romania baby- 
couple home 
at last 

MANCHESTER, fin 
(AFP) — A British 1 q_ 

sentenced to jail for 
smuggle a baby girl ” 
Romania arrived itt 
Tuesday and said they, 
looking forward to a 
life. Adrian and Ben 
Mooney, together with 
legally adopted djaj 
Grace, three, were met 
posse of reporters and 
graphers when they arrive 
Manchester Airport ‘ 
cm England, “we are 
happy to be here, but we 
sorry- we have not b*ia L 
to bring the baby home 
intended. “We Hare b%f 
desperately tough time 
just want to get back 
home comforts. “It is v 
important to settle Gi 
down as soon as possible, 
family and friends and 
back to some semblance 
normality.” said Adn 
Mooney. 42. The Mom 
flew out of Bucharest T 
day afternoon and 
with an Air France 
service at Paris to 
ter. They were 
on the flight bv r 
fives of a British 
newspaper and left the 
port with them for a s 
destination. The couple 
sentenced to 28 months in j 
for attempting to 
five-month-old babv _ 
out of Romania. This 
later reduced to 
and suspended, antf 
Mooneys were released 
prosecutors made no 

against the suspension 

. 1 1 ■ » 

Vittorio Gassman 
bedridden for 
two months 

MILAN. Italy {AFP}— Vif 
torio Gassman. one of.haly’ 
most popular acton, 
seriously ill and will _nol I 
.back on stage for at has t* 
months, said a spokesman fi 
the Teatro Nuovo here wbe 
Gassman had performed u 
til Sunday. Gassman. 7L sd 
fers from high blood pci 
ure. chronic' bronchitis a 
depression , the spoken! 
Sjajjk Tuesday. The actor! 
his son Alessandro were 
appear in Gassman's p 
“camper” until Dec. 11. 
has been in Rome with 
family since' Sunday. 

Berlin’s famed 
Hotel Adlon * 
being rebuilt 

BERLIN (AFP) — ' 
Hotel Adlon. a legendary 
ature of pre-war Ber 
staned to come back to 
Tuesday as ground ■ 
broken for the new Adk) 
rhe presence of Berlin M 
Eberhard Diepgen. The h 
was destroyed by a fire] 
mediately after the fajl 
Nazism in 1945. and tbqj 
tored model will recei« 
first guests in 1997 in ica 
bedrooms. It is being r m 
by German hotel group V 
pinski AG, which plffl* 
invest 425 million nfl 
($283 million) in it. and n 
be in the old site on pm 
gious Pa riser Plate, them 
of old Berlin at the Clin 
Unier Den Linden. 1 

Berlin sees 1 

Christo wrap-ufl 
as big draw - 2 

BERLIN (Rl — BerSrJ 
lieves American “padftw 
artist” Christo's plan! 
agdlhe the German capg 
Historic Reichstag in slf 
L. u ric will be sueh a draw* * 
public buildings may huVjl 
be turned into hotels. Tl 
expect at least three to|§ 
million visitors.” citv gjp 
ning Senator Volker HasW 
ber said at a news coo] 
enee. ”If there aren't erwi 
hotel rooms, wc cn pa 
schools and sports lul*v| 
accommodation." Tg 
Bulgarian-hwn artist, wm 
full name is Chris 
Javacheff, plans to wrapj 
Berlin's parliament bu04j 
from June 1? to Julv 6 iS 
year using 75.000 sqyt 
metres (90,000 sq yurdSK 
material. He and his wife w 
reporters the $7 million-:! 
the massive project \vouU£! 
Paid out of their own pocfl 
German Parliament Fra* 
deni Rita Sucssmuih said j 
project, entitled “Chfl 
wraps Reichstag." wouU| 
more than just an jutiS? 
achievement. Built Iflfl ydf 
ago under Otto Von Eg 
marck. the massive gqj 
stone Reichstag, being 
vaied by British architect § 
Norman Foster, housed 
liament front l $94 uhlff M 
when ir wax gutted in a fire* 






